“Have mercy on me, O God.”

Walking in the light means an altogether new sensitiveness to sin - a calling things by their proper name
of sin, such as pride, hardness, doubt, fear, self-pity, which are often passed over as merely human
reaction. It means a readiness to “break” and confess at the feet of him who was broken for us, for the
blood does not cleanse excuses, but always cleanses sin, confessed as sin; then revival is just the daily
experience of a soul full of Jesus and running over. 8

“According to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my

transgressions.”

The outward forms or such revivals do, of course, differ considerably, but the inward and permanent
content of them all is always the same: a new experience of conviction of sin
among the saints; a new vision of the cross of Jesus and of redemption; a new willingness of man’s part
for brokenness, repentance, confession, and restitution; a joyful experience of
the power of the blood of Jesus to cleanse fully from sin and restore and heal all that that sin has lost and
broken; a new entering in to the fullness of the Holy Spirit and of His power to do His own work through
His people; and a new gathering in of the lost ones to Jesus. 11

“For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.”
Revival is just the life of the Lord Jesus poured into human hearts. Jesus is always victorious... And we, on

our part, have only to get into a right relationship with Him and we shall see His power being
demonstrated in our hearts and lives and service, and His victorious life will fill us and overflow through
us to others. And that is revival in its essence. 19

“Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight.”
The first thing we must learn is that our wills must be broken to His will. To be broken is the beginning of
revival. It is painful, it is humiliating, but it is the only way... The Lord Jesus cannot live in us fully and

reveal Himself through us until the proud self within us is broken. This simply means that the hard
unyielding self, which justifies itself, wants its own way, stands up for its rights, and seeks its own glory,
at last bows its head to God’s will, admits its wrong, gives up its own way to Jesus, surrenders its rights

and discards its own glory - that the Lord Jesus might have all and be all... 20

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”

And this can be very costly, when we see all the yielding of rights and selfish interests that this will
involve, and the confessions and restitutions that may be sometimes necessary.
For this reason, we are not likely to be broken except at the cross of Jesus. The willingness of Jesus to be
broken for us is the all-compelling motive in our being broken too. 21

“Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.”

People imagine that dying to self makes one miserable. But it is just the opposite. It is the refusal to die to
self that makes one miserable. 26
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