The Only Savior
Acts 4:1-22

This chapter is the spillover from chapter 3 where Peter and John healed a man who had been crippled from birth. It would have been a dramatic enough healing in secret, but it was done right in the temple courts where everyone could see. And this crippled man had been there a long time - so everyone knew who he was - everyone knew a dramatic miracle had been done. The religious leaders were worried about this and annoyed, so they weren’t sure what to do...

“What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.” Acts 4:16

Their solution was to order Peter and John to stop talking about it: a gag order. The two apostles said, “Yeah, we can’t do that. We have to keep talking about the power and glory of Jesus!” So the religious leaders threatened them but, at this point, couldn’t do anything else until the religious fervor in the crowd began to subside. 

“For all were praising God for what had happened. For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.” Acts 4:21-22

Those of us who are over 40 are a little offended by this Bible verse. But there it is. Once you are over 40 everyone knows there is very little hope left for you… But all things are possible with God! There is hope even for those of us over 40!

Here is what we learned last week about the significance of this healing miracle.

How we know that Jesus is the Savior:
· Powerful Signs
· Prophetic Scriptures
· Personal Statements

These signs confirmed the saving work of Jesus. The apostles made it clear, “This wasn’t about us! This wasn’t our power or godliness that made the man well - this was the power of JESUS!” Again here in chapter 4 Peter makes this clear. The fulfillment of Scripture and the eyewitness statements of the apostles also give strong evidence for the identity and authority of Jesus. So we have compelling reasons to believe in Jesus!

Here is the key verse for today:

“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven, given among men, by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12

We have two lessons today each with an application. First, Jesus is the only Savior and second, Jesus is the only Lord. Savior and Lord. Clear, simple, easy to remember. Hopefully we all know these Gospel truths very well in our heads. My prayer for today is that the Holy Spirit will let them sink deeply into our hearts so we can apply them to our lives!

First lesson - Jesus is the only Savior!

Jesus is the Only Savior
“Let it be known to all of you… that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth… by him this man is standing before you well.” Acts 4:10

While Peter and John were still explaining the miracle to the crowd there in Jerusalem, “the priests, the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them.” Suddenly the apostles were mobbed by religious authorities who arrested them and locked them up, holding them overnight.

The next day the elders and scribes of the Jews - the leaders and their scholars and advisors - along with the high priest and his entire family (!). This was a grand inquisition! This was a big deal. This was the supreme court of Israel. Peter and John were meant to feel very intimidated. But this is the answer they gave. 

“You want to know how this happened? It’s a one word answer: JESUS.” BY HIM this man is standing before you well. Oh, by the way - this is the guy you had crucified, just so we are clear. Yeah, He’s not dead. He’s very much alive and His power is now at work in US. 

Jesus is the Only Savior
“By the name of Jesus… whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead - by him this man is standing before you well.” Acts 4:10

What is the significance of a NAME in Scripture? Why not say, “by the authority of Jesus” or “by the direction of Jesus”? The name of someone meant their authority, their direction, their very identity with all of the power behind it. When a local governor spoke for Caesar, he was speaking with the authority of the Roman Empire. If you defied a local governor, you defied Caesar, and the full wrath of Rome would come down on you. 

We have this leadership by proxy today too. The President of the U.S. speaks through the Press Secretary. That’s got to be one of the hardest jobs around - but the reason it’s hard is that everyone takes this person’s word as the word of the President.

Big companies have this too - where the CEO appoints a team leader or project manager  and gives that person full authority to act in the name of the CEO.

That’s what it means. To do something in Jesus’ name is to do it under His authority, by His direction, according to His will and therefore carrying His power and resources behind it. 

Think back on your past week. How much have you done IN JESUS’ NAME - for his glory, by His direction, in His power, according to His will? And how much have you done in YOUR name or someone else’s name? For their affirmation, according to their will, with their resources? Or for your comfort, your security, your happiness?

Peter and John saw a crippled man and quickly sensed what Jesus wanted them to do. Speaking and acting IN JESUS’ Name, they healed the man and made it clear that it was all about Jesus - His Name, His glory, His power, His love.

When you see a person, is this your impulse? As we interact with people is this our approach? Do we consider, “what would Jesus do?” How can I act in His name to love and serve and bless this person? 

When you act in your own name, you have limited resources to work with. 
When you act in Jesus’ name, you have the unlimited resources of God to work with. 

I’m not saying we should go around trying to heal people all the time - though we may see that kind of thing happen more often if God gives revival and the end times heat up a bit more. What I’m saying is that we should live every minute of every day IN JESUS’ NAME - acting on His behalf, in service to Him. 

Several Oakwood leaders are going through a book called GOD SPACE and the premise of the book is that we often function in MY SPACE - my schedule, my agenda, my plans, my desires and therefore MY RESOURCES. God invites us into HIS SPACE - His agenda, His plans, His desires and HIS RESOURCES. The more we live in God Space the more we have His eyes to see the needs of people, His heart to love people, His hands to serve people and His power to really see their lives changed. 

We will see today there are two sides to this kind of God-Space lifestyle - faith and obedience. “Trust and obey,” is the rhythm of the Christian life. I trust Jesus, so I obey Him. I believe in Jesus so I follow His direction. I TRUST in Jesus’ name so I LIVE in Jesus’ name. 

Jesus is the Only Savior
· So Trust Him 100%!
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven, given among men, by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12

The first lesson today is that Jesus is the ONLY SAVIOR. There is no other Savior. You cannot save yourself. You cannot earn God’s favor. You can’t work hard enough or do enough good to pay off your sin debt and be reconciled with God. You can wear yourself out trying, but you cannot do it. You are not a sufficient Savior.

And there is no other Savior. 
· You can try to find life and happiness in another person - but they will always let you down. 
· You can try to find purpose and fulfillment in a job, but it will never be enough. 
· You can try to rest your security and comfort in money and possessions and vacations, but they will always leave you for more, knowing something is missing.

Jesus is the ONLY SAVIOR. He is the only One who can fully pay for your sins. He is the only One who can fully satisfy the longings of your soul. He is the only One who can heal your brokenness and give meaning to your life. He is the ONLY Savior! 

So Trust in Him! Trust in Him completely! Don’t hedge your bets. Go all in with Jesus. 

But what we actually do is we trust MOSTLY in Jesus. We affirm - it’s all about You, Lord! But then we put a little more in our savings account. We bump up our insurance benefits. We shift the weight of our confidence and peace and happiness, ever so slightly, onto a spouse or child or project or job… 

Think of it this way. If your faith was 100% in Jesus - if all of your security, all of your happiness, all of your satisfaction, all of your identity was in Jesus (as it should be) - 
· you would never get upset with your husband or wife. You wouldn’t need a single thing from them and could only serve and give all the time.
· You wouldn’t get flustered by work stress. You would have the peace of Jesus with you, covering over all the concerns.
· You wouldn’t get worried about money or health or the future. You would know that the Sovereign ruler of all things is in control and He loves you completely and cares for you perfectly - you have nothing to fear.

So the fact that we worry, the fact that we get upset, that we get angry and sometimes freak out - what that means is that we DON’T trust Jesus 100%. We have little percentages of our faith and hope and joy and confidence in other things. The Bible calls this IDOLATRY. And we all do it, all the time. We take from the 100% faith and confidence Jesus demands and deserves and shave off a little here, a little there...

In the Harry Potter story there is a magical mirror that shows you the thing you desire most. Dumbledore explained to Harry that a perfectly content person would look in the mirror and see only him or herself - exactly as they are. But most people look in the mirror and see that thing they long for. For Harry it was his parents who had died - to be back together with them. For Ron it was being head boy - finally getting the attention and recognition his older siblings had often received.

What would YOU see in the mirror of erised (which is just Desire spelled backwards btw)? What do you most long for? If I trusted 100% in Jesus I would see my life exactly as it is and want nothing else. But of course, we all battle this deep idolatry of desire BECAUSE our faith is so weak, because our hearts are divided. We trust in Jesus but we also trust in other things to save us. We serve other gods. We are poly-theists. We are idolaters. 

Don’t think you’re exempt. Just know it’s a reality and keep watch for those things that attract your loyalty, that entice you to trust in them instead of Jesus. 

What is it for you? What tugs at your heart? What do you look to as your functional Savior? People? Affirmation? Approval? Success? Love? Children? Money? Achievement? Appearance? Relationships? 

Let’s all hear this Scripture today. “There is NO OTHER NAME… by which we must be saved.” No one else, no THING else can save you. So trust 100% in Jesus. Fix your confidence in Him. Center your joy in Him. Rest in His love for you. Let Jesus be enough.

C.S. Lewis says it this way - “He who has God and everything else has no more than he who has God only.” The man who has Jesus and a nice house or Jesus and a good wife or Jesus and a good job - has NO MORE - than the man who has Jesus alone. 

Do you believe that to be true? Or do you want Jesus AND a nice house; Jesus AND a good job; Jesus AND an attentive husband or wife; Jesus AND a secure retirement fund; Jesus AND successful kids; Jesus AND a good reputation… the list could go on forever.

Oh brothers and sisters - may we be those who trust completely in Jesus. May we love him with all of our hearts, may we trust Him 100%, not reserving any part of our hearts for other things. Because Jesus is the only Savior. We are saved IN JESUS’ NAME. Our sins are forgiven IN JESUS’ NAME. Our eternal life is IN JESUS’ NAME.

There is no other name that can save us! Jesus is the only Savior! TRUST in Him completely! Rest your soul in Him 100%. Don’t hedge your bets. Don’t split your soul like Voldemort. Trust in Christ alone!

And our second lesson for today follows right along.

Jesus is the Only Lord
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished and recognized that they had been with Jesus.” Acts 4:13

What a beautiful verse! Peter and John, after three years with Jesus, were noticeably like Him! It was clear they had BEEN WITH JESUS. Oh, can this be said of us? Can people tell there is something different about us? Do we have the aroma of Jesus about us?

My Grandma Randall used to wear heavy perfume. And when you went to her house she was a hugger, so you were getting some of that perfume on you. For the rest of the day people would turn their heads and look at you sort of quizzically. Clearly, you have been with an old lady who wears a lot of perfume. “Yeah, Grandma.” Ah, there it is. 

Now, that’s not the most pleasant example but it gives you the idea. When you are with someone and close with them, you pick up their fragrance. 

Do we have the fragrance of Jesus about us? Are we close enough with Him that we think like Him, love like Him, act like Him, smell like Him? Do people see us and take note - something is up with those guys! 

In the first century, soon after Acts was written, terrible plagues ravaged the city of Rome and 2 out of every 3 people died. We think COVID-19 is bad, but it is a hangnail next to the pancreatic cancer that was those ancient plagues. 

A bishop in those days wrote down the contrast between what the Christians did in the face of this terrible disease as opposed to what the non-Christians did. 

“Most of our brother-Christians showed unbounded love and loyalty, never sparing themselves and only thinking of one another. Heedless of the danger, they took charge of the sick, attending to their every need and ministering to them in Christ, and with them departed this life serenely happy; for they were infected by others with the disease, drawing on themselves the sickness of their neighbors and cheerfully accepting their pains. Many, in nursing and curing others, transferred their death to themselves and died in their stead...

“The heathens  behaved in the very opposite way. At the first onset of the disease, they pushed the sufferers away and fled from their dearest, throwing them into the roads before they were dead and treated unburied corpses as dirt, hoping thereby to aver the spread and contagion of the fatal disease; but do what they might, they found it difficult to escape.”  Bishop Dionysius c. 251

The early Christians were radically different. In the face of illness and even death, they did not run. They took the sick people in and many of the Christian care-givers died as a result. Why did Christianity expand so rapidly in the first three centuries? It was moments like this when the fragrance of Jesus was so obvious upon them. They smelled different. You could tell they had been with Jesus!

Can that be said of us? Or do we all smell pretty much like the world? This miracle with the crippled man caused the entire Jewish leadership to pause and take note. There was something special about Peter and John - and the special something was their relationship with Jesus. They were like Him. They had been with Him. And you could tell. In other words, Jesus was their LORD. They had learned from His ways and embraced them as their own. 

The Jewish leaders didn’t know what to do with the apostles, so they issued the gag order - commanding them not to talk about Jesus or speak to anyone in His name anymore. To this, Peter and John answered:

Jesus is the Only Lord
· So Obey Him 100%!
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge.” Acts 4:19

They accurately perceived that it was a question of whom they would obey - the Jewish leaders or God. Framed like that, how could the Jewish leaders - including the High Priest - object if the two men committed to obeying God!

Here is the rub of our two lessons. Since Jesus is the only Savior, we need to trust Him 100%. If we trust Jesus 100% we will naturally and consistently OBEY Him 100%. So when we don’t obey Jesus all the way, right away, with a happy heart what does that tell us? We don’t really trust Him all the way, right? 

If Peter and John had caved right then, what would it have shown? If the Jewish leaders were able to threaten them a little and they would just go hide in a house and stop preaching, what would that say about their faith in Jesus? 

But they did trust Jesus. They were committed to Jesus. So they would not agree to this gag order. 

Jesus is the Only Lord
· So Obey Him 100%!
“For we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:20

Jesus was their only Lord. They would not submit to the Jews as another set of Masters. They said, “We have one boss, and it isn’t you.” Or “You’re not the boss of me - Jesus is.” 

Is Jesus YOUR only Lord? Is He truly the Lord of every part of your life? Here Peter and John mention their speech. They would not let the religious leaders dictate what they could talk about. Jesus was Lord of their speech, and He was the topic of much of their speech. But the point is that Jesus was the Lord of their thoughts, the Lord of their money, the Lord of their time, the Lord of their future and plans. Jesus was the Lord of EVERYTHING.

Is this true of us? Is Jesus in charge of what you say? Is He in charge of what you think about? Is Jesus in charge of what you love, what you do, what you spend your money on, how you spend your time? 

Or if we’re honest, just as we have many Saviors we trust in, so we have many Lords we obey… Because that is what happens. 
· If you trust in money, money is your master. And it is not a nice, understanding, kind and gracious master. Money demands more and more and doesn’t lift a finger to help you.
· If you trust in a person as your Savior, that person becomes your master. Your mission is to please him, your happiness depends on if he is happy with you. And you will be bound by that person’s desires and whims.
· If you trust in a job as your Savior, that job will increasingly try to take over your life. And no job is a good Lord. It will take and take from you and may give you certain rewards and affirmations, but that job does not love you, it uses you as a commodity. 

The most common alternative Lord is SELF. Like my 2 year old nephew once said with his hands on his hips, “I do what I want to do because I love my own self.” Well - we have identified the problem! 
· If you trust in your SELF as your Savior, then SELF becomse your master. You become enslaved to your own feelings, desires and plans. Life increasingly becomes about you, you, you. The people around you will certainly notice. And people who really worship at the idol of self find that before long, there aren’t very many people hanging around them. 

Here is the summary for today. It is very simple to understand but takes a lifetime to apply.

Jesus is the only Savior
· So Trust Him 100%
Jesus is the only Lord
· So Obey Him 100%

Brother, sister, there is no other name by which you can be saved! Only Jesus can save you! So trust in Him. Jesus is supremely trustworthy. Every other god is just false promises, deception and disappointment. 

And Jesus is the only Lord. He is the all sovereign ruler over all things. So obey Him! He is THE Lord, so make Him YOUR Lord. And don’t hold back. Surrender every part of your life to Him. Let everything you do be IN JESUS’ NAME. Trust in Jesus’ name and live in Jesus’ name. 

Let’s do a little inventory as we close today and reflect on the parts of our life. We’ll go from head to toe like the ladies learned to pray for our kids a couple of months ago.

· Your Mind - when it comes to your thoughts and what you feed into your mind - music, TV, movies, books, magazines, apps, games - does all of that input reveal that JESUS is the focus of your life? Do you trust Jesus enough to fill your mind with Him? Or is Jesus an afterthought? Does Jesus get the leftovers of your mind?
· Your Eyes and Ears - do you trust so much in Jesus and His direction that everyone you see, you confer with the Lord about them? Do you listen to people “in the name of Jesus”? Do you notice them as Jesus would? 
· Your Mouth - this is what Peter and John were focused on. We HAVE TO speak about Jesus! You can’t shut us up about Him! Is that true of us? Do we frequently talk to Jesus in prayer? Do we frequently talk about Jesus to others? 
· Your Heart - what do you love? Is your faith so fixed on Jesus as Savior and Lord that you love Him 100%, your heart captivated by Him and delighting in Him all the time? Or do you really love something or someone else? Is your heart divided? Is your faith divided? Is your obedience divided? Do you really serve a different master?
· Your Hands and Feet - what do you serve? Where does your time go? Your money? Your energy? Are you 100% devoted to Jesus so that everything you do is IN HIS NAME? Or are you only partially devoted to Jesus so He gets a little bit of your time, effort and energy but the rest goes to yourself, your boss, your other commitments? 

Let’s pray.
