Male and Female
Genesis 1:26-28

Ten years ago if I had preached Genesis 1-12 I would not have dedicated a Sunday to gender identity. You would think it rather obvious on any registration form to designate “male” or “female.” But now at some companies you have to officially let everyone know your “preferred pronoun,” so they address you without giving offense. 

What is your preferred pronoun?
· He/him/his
· She/her/hers
· They/their/theirs
· Ze/zim/Zirs
· Ey/em/eirs

https://forge-forward.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/gender-neutral-pronouns1.pdf

Heaven forbid you force anyone to accept a BINARY distinction to choose from. There are actually three other gender-neutral expressions considered acceptable to avoid a binary set of identity choices.

And isn’t it significant that this is presented in terms of IDENTITY? It is no longer about choosing a sexual preference or adjusting to your innate orientation, now it is about recognizing WHO YOU ARE - and the great sin of these modern times is denying someone’s identity. 

When a transgender person had surgery to change their male parts into female parts (or v.v.) it used to be called “gender ASSIGNMENT” surgery. But more recently it has been renamed “gender ALIGNMENT” surgery. The surgeons, in this upside-down articulation, are not changing your anatomy, they are simply aligning your physical parts to match your internal identity. 

We heard homosexuals in the ‘80s and ‘90s asserting they did not choose to be gay, but were “born that way.” Notice nobody using the term “homosexual” anymore, choosing the broader, vaguer and more all-encompassing LGBTQ+moniker. But that argument won the day. Being lesbian, gay, bi, trans, queer or whatever else the plus represents is officially not a choice - it is an acceptance of your actual identity. Even if that identity disagrees with the biological apparatus you were actually born with. 

And so, here in 2021, we need a message on gender identity. We have to actually come out and say, while we are still legally allowed to, that God dared to create binary genders. Just the two. Genesis 1:27 does not say, “Male and female, and trans and queer he created them.” 

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:27

The image of God was not completely represented with just Adam. Eve completed the picture. But with Adam and Eve there was nothing else missing. God didn’t create five prototypical couples representing all sexual orientations and gender identities plus one sysgender hermaphodite who could reproduce without a partner. 

God made one man and one woman, and He placed them together in a monogamous, lifelong relationship called marriage. We’ll get into that next week. Today let’s study how God made the world and how He made each of us. You see in Genesis 1 that there were three Acts in God’s creative work.

Three Steps of Creation:
1. God Formed everything
2. God Filled everything
3. God Named everything

This is the process God used to create the universe and it is the process God used to create you and me. Let’s study each Act and how it applies to us. First.

1. God Formed everything (including you)
“And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.” Genesis 1:3

There is a beautiful rhythm to the days of creation.
· “And God said” begins each day. Creation is the declarative act of God - accomplished through SPEECH.
· After the declaration there is a completion, “and it was so.” 
· At different points God pauses to observe that “it was good.” 
· And each day concludes “there was evening and morning.” So each day has a beginning and an end. Work is done, and is concluded.

In the middle of that poetic movement of God’s creative declaration we see a recurring phrase: “God SEPARATED.” 
· He separated light from darkness;
· The water above from the water below;
· Land from water;
· And God made every plant and animal “according to its kind” - in other words, distinguishing one species from every other species. 

So when we come to Genesis 1:27 we have already become accustomed to the idea that when God creates things, He designs them in distinction from others of different kinds. 

1. God Formed everything (including you)
“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image…’ So God created man… male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:26-27

Genesis 1 has an intentional movement, focusing on the creation of the man and woman. There are no details or expansion on the creation of the vast universe - just mention of “He made the stars also.” Similarly, God made the animals with very few details about them. But when it comes to man - a single man and a single woman - we suddenly get lots of words, lots of information. (And, in fact, a whole additional chapter about man in Genesis 2.)

The similarity in pattern shows us that just as He separated light from darkness, just as He created animals according to their kinds, so God distinguished male from female. But the difference in the pattern shows us that there is something special, something unique about this act of creation that actually distinguishes it from every creative act to this point.

And that is supposed to help us pause over the phrase “image of God.” Nowhere else is there mention of the image of God. Nowhere else does the Godhead pause to address one another, “Let us make…”  So here is the application for the first Act of creation:

· You are perfectly Designed for the life God planned for you
“Then the Lord God formed the man of the dust of the ground… and the rib… he made into a woman…” Genesis 2:7,22

Only with the man and the woman did God “get His hands dirty,” as it were. With everything else He simply spoke and swarms of birds or butterflies appeared. But with the man, God scooped up some dirt and made an action figure. With the woman, God performed anesthesia and surgery before transforming a rib into a female human. 

The lesson for us is that God designed Adam specifically for the kind of work he would do. He custom made Adam to be a husband to Eve, a father to many children and a worker of the ground. He gave Adam strong muscles to do work. He gave Adam the ability to focus on work and persevere in it. He made Adam as the quintessential MAN - perfectly designed to work, to lead, to care for his wife and children, to protect and provide for them.

We see this even more explicitly with Eve. After naming all of the animals, there is a very Tarzan type moment for Adam - there is no “someone like me,” for him. Dust off your Phil Collins albums and look it up. The lack of a partner for Adam enables God to do another unique, hands-on act of creation. 

· You are perfectly Designed for the life God planned for you
“It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make a helper fit for him.” Genesis 2:18

Let’s be clear here - the Bible is not sexist. Nowhere in Scripture do we get the idea that Adam was BETTER than Eve or that men are BETTER than women. It’s never a question of value and always a question of roles. Is the sun better than the moon? Is the water better than the land? Are fish better than birds? It’s not about better or worse, it’s about “each according to their kinds.” God makes distinctions among things to optimize the experience for everyone. 

Imagine if every animal was a fish; or if every star was a red giant; or if every day was sunny and 72 degrees. 

God designed YOU for exactly the life He planned for you. He did not make a mistake in your gender assignment. He did not miscalculate your height or personality. He did not misfire when it came to your strengths and weaknesses. God crafted you personally - every single detail of your body, heart, mind and life - according to the purpose of His will. The first act of creation teaches us that. Here is the second.

2. God Filled everything (including you)
“And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens.’” Genesis 1:14

 On day 1, 2 and 3 God formed the world. On day 4, 5 and 6 God filled it. Here in verse 14 we see God filling the heavens. It’s fascinating that God created LIGHT, simply emanating from His own being, three days before creating the sun or any other stars. This shouldn’t surprise us, of course, since we know from the Bible that “God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.” On Day 1 God said, “Let there be light.” And on Day 4 God said, “Let there be lights.” Beautiful symmetry. 

[image: ]

Genesis 1 presents this pattern for the six days of creation: three days of forming followed by three days of filling. If you study Genesis 2 you’ll see it has a different structure altogether, much more focused on Adam and Eve, as we’ll see in a minute. This is not a contradiction, but simply a different literary style.

You might not like J.R.R. Tolkein’s extended poems, especially the ones in Elvish, but you recognize his right as an author to move from prose into poetry and back as he thinks best serves the story. Most people agree that Sam’s simple poems are the best, or Smeagol’s riddles. My favorite in that line was Bilbo’s challenge to Smeagol - “30 white horses on a pink hill; they champ and stamp and then stand still.” 

You know, of course that it’s a reference to TEETH - 30 white horses on a pink hill. But old Gollum answers with a big, toothy smile and says, “We only has nine.” Classic. 

Some authors begin a chapter with a pithy quote in italics. Some write from third person omniscient, others vary point of view from one character to the next. The point is that the AUTHOR decides what is most helpful for the story he or she wants to tell. 

And in Genesis 1 God chose a poetic structure, while in Genesis 2 He chose a more narrative structure. God gave Himself this same kind of freedom with all that He made. He created enormous and powerful creatures as well as tiny, weak ones. He created in all colors and textures. God is the ultimate artist and really the only true CREATOR. You and I don’t actually create anything, all we do is rearrange what is already there. We try to do so artistically and we call it creative work. But we aren’t creating anything out of nothing, we are simply moving pieces around. 

God formed you according to His master design. And then God FILLED YOU, just as He filled the world. Look at Genesis 2:7.

2. God Filled everything (including you)
“The Lord God formed the man from the dust… and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.” Genesis 2:7

What a beautiful picture! With His own hands God fashioned a body - but that’s all it was - a lifeless body, or cadaver. Until God breathed directly into him - then he became a living creature. 

When you were conceived God began to form you. Long before you took your first breath at birth, God breathed His own life into you, making you a living creature. 

Take a deep breath right now. Breathe it all the way in. Hold it… And slowly breathe out. Oxygen. Without those precious molecules you would very quickly die. Without the lungs to take in the oxygen; without the heart to pump the oxygen throughout your body - you would quickly die. God gave you all of that - the lungs, the heart, the oxygen - He breathed into YOU the breath of life.

And for all of us who trust in and love Jesus, God breathed life into us a second time. After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to the twelve disciples and said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you” (John 20:21).

2. God Filled everything (including you)
“And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’” John 20:22 

This is not a typical behavior today - to breathe on someone. I suppose when you’re preparing for a date you might go to a buddy and say, “How is my breath,” but he would almost certainly shove you away and say, “Dude, you need to brush your teeth, for sure.” 

It wasn’t a common ancient custom either. This was a special, once in history moment. And Jesus meant for the disciples to think back to Genesis 2. Just as God breathed life into Adam, so Jesus was breathing His life into the disciples in the person of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit would come upon them several weeks later at Pentecost, but this was a symbolic preview of what that would mean for them and for us.

Receiving the Holy Spirit is a divine act of CREATION in us. It is God RE-forming you and Re-filling you with Himself. It is God breathing His own life and Spirit INTO your soul. 

Jesus rose from the dead on the third day - Sunday morning. Consider that from the Jewish perspective on the days of creation. The Jewish week begins on Sunday. Jesus was crucified on Friday - the sixth day. Saturday was the Sabbath, the seventh day. And Jesus rose from the dead on Sunday - the FIRST day of a new week. Sunday for us means “go to church.” But for the Jewish people it meant a new week - a new beginning - a new creation!

Here is the application for the second act of creation:

· You have Everything you need for the work God calls you to
“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life… so that… you may participate in the divine nature.” 2 Peter 1:3-4, NIV

God breathed His own life into you when He created you physically. And God breathed His own Spirit into you when He re-created you spiritually. Being born again as a follower of Jesus re-makes you in your inner being. It transforms you from a sinner into a saint. It changes your heart of stone into a heart of flesh so you can become a temple where the Holy Spirit of God can dwell forever. 

Therefore, as a regenerated, Spirit-filled child of God, you have EVERYTHING you need for life and godliness. You have become a partaker in the divine nature. God has infused His own life into you; His own NATURE is becoming YOUR nature. 

One more act of creation with its application:

3. God Named everything (including you)
“God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.” Genesis 1:5

In addition to forming and filling through the days of creation we also see God naming things. First he names LIGHT. Then he names heaven. Third he names earth. He called them into being. Then he called them what they are - He gave them their essence and identity. 

Part of God’s work in creation was SEPARATION. He separated light from darkness. He separated water from water. He separated land from water. He created all the animals “according to their kinds,” separating one species from another. He separated mankind from everything else He made by imprinting His own image upon Adam and Eve. 

Then Adam was the one who gave names to all the animals. God empowered Adam to do what God had done - NAMING things. This was part of Adam’s delegated dominion - caring for and managing what God had made and placed him over. 

And God gave Adam instructions - commanding him to be fruitful and multiply and to “fill the earth and subdue it.” Here is another distinction between humans and every other creature - Adam was given specific instructions. And among those instructions was a command. All the trees bearing fruit were there for Adam and Eve to eat and enjoy.

3. God Named everything (including you)
“But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat.” Genesis 2:17
· You have Instructions sufficient for the choices you must make

There was one thing - and only one - that was forbidden. And God gave a reason - “in the day you eat of it you shall surely die.” Death was a category Adam had never seen or experienced. There was no disease. There were no carnivores. Even lions and tigers and bears ate plants. So nothing died. Everything grew and flourished. Everything existed in perfect harmony. 

And God wanted to protect mankind from the knowledge of the evil of death - in addition to all other knowledge of evil. 

Was this an unfair test? Was this an impossible challenge? By setting up one tree marked “forbidden” were Adam and Eve destined to fail? Was this like the marshmallow challenge that psychologists and mean parents do to their kids. You know the one if you’ve watched AFV. A parent says, “Here is a marshmallow or a handful of M&Ms - but you can’t eat it right now. I have something to do for a few minutes - you can eat it when I get back.” 

They videotape the poor child agonizing over the forbidden but very accessible candy. Some kids wait a few seconds staring at the candy and trying to resist. Some just dive right in and scarf up the sweets. If there are two kids, almost inevitably one resists and the other eats the candy set there for both of them. 

But God did not set Adam and Eve in front of the one forbidden tree and make them stare at it. God set them in a wonderful, beautiful garden with everything they needed. They had perfectly healthy bodies. They had friendly animals in limitless numbers. They had each other. They had meaningful work to do in managing this amazing garden. They had everything they needed - including a harmonious relationship with God Himself. And they had sufficient instructions for the choices before them. They had plenty of freedom but also plenty of clarity about the one tree that was forbidden to them. 

Think of the relevance of this for us today. God is the One who made us. He formed us and filled us with His own Spirit. God also NAMED US - He defined us, called us what we are - and gave us boundaries, instructions and directions. 

In your DNA God wove into you all of the data that makes you who you are - including your gender, your height, eye color, hair color, body type - everything is encoded in your DNA which God designed as He NAMED you. 

Consider what someone is saying to God when they want to change their gender. They are trying to name themselves. Usually the gender change comes with a name change. And it is called an “identity ALIGNMENT.” Even the surgery to change gender apparatus is now called “alignment surgery,” where before it was called “gender assignment surgery.” Isn’t that fascinating? 

Essentially transgender people are saying that God made a mistake when He made them and gave them the wrong body parts, the wrong DNA, the wrong pair of chromosomes. So they are correcting the mistake God made and are now aligning with their true identity.

Similarly, when someone feels attracted to someone of their own gender they do not consider this a sexual choice. It’s no longer called a “preference.” Now it’s called an “orientation” that goes back to birth. “Born that way,” is the claim. They deny that it is a choice they are making - rather, it is a fact they are recognizing and they ask that everyone acknowledge this fact. 

Now, I’m not saying that we should judge or condemn or be harsh with anyone who identifies LGBTQ. Our calling is to love and serve and reach out to everyone. And as our culture increasingly embraces and celebrates this lifestyle, more and more people are openly living out their “identities.” 

But I am saying that we should understand what is happening and do all we can to protect our children from the devil’s lies which are increasingly preached in our culture. 

How does this happen - that someone feels that their desires and even core identity don’t line up with their biological gender? The answer is simply the brokenness of our world, which we’ll see in two weeks. Our world is fallen - and each of us feels the presence of sin around us and in us. 

Some people embrace an alternative lifestyle because of broken family dynamics - an absentee father, a domineering mother, some kind of abuse. Others say they were “born that way” which could certainly be true because of the fall - that they had inclinations and desires contrary to God’s original design.

If you think about it, we were all “born that way,” in the sense of having desires contrary to God’s will and original design. These look differently in different people, but think about your “orientation,” and preferences. 
· One person might be oriented to material things and become a shoplifter.
· One is pre-coded to alcoholism and starts drinking at a young age.
· One is obsessive about weight and becomes anorexic.
· Another person is wired hot, with a volatile temper, and becomes abusive.
· Someone else is attracted to young children and gets addicted to child pornoraphy.
· While someone else is attracted to people of their own gender and comes out at some point as gay.

All of us are born in sin. It’s called the sinful nature - and we all have it. This means we all have sinful desires encoded into us - and, yes, we were born that way. So it doesn’t matter what you are oriented to love and desires and even worship - the only question is whether you will repent of those things and choose to love and trust and serve Jesus instead. 

Coming to Jesus always involves turning away from your selfishness and sin. Calling it your “identity” and refusing to let go of any sin or preference is well documented in the Bible - it’s called being “stiff-necked.” There were lots of people through the history of Israel who were “stiff-necked” and refused to give up their idolatry and rebellion against God. And that remains true today - many people refuse to bow to God as their sovereign Creator - and instead choose to maintain their allegiance to their own desires and preferences. 

They reject the NAME God has for them and choose to name themselves. Do you see how profoundly disrespectful this is and how foolish? 
· God formed you - He knit you together in your mother’s womb.
· God filled you - He breathed life into you when you were conceived and again when you got saved.
· And God named you - He set up your identity and provided instructions and boundaries for how to live in light of your God-given name.

At our church in Chicago there was a twelve-year-old girl we will call Sarah. She was struggling with her gender and identity, and a school counselor and some peers encouraged her to embrace a different identity. She cut her hair short, started dressing like a boy and asking people to call her Sam. Her parents were attending a more liberal church so when “Sam” shared this change with her youth group, they all applauded the choice and her youth pastor made it a special point of celebration.

That was the last straw for her parents at that church - and was what prompted them to find a more Biblically based church that affirms things like God-given gender. So the family started attending our church and we got to know Sarah’s parents and grandparents a little. As we did, we started praying for Sarah.

It took a couple of years, with counseling and support from Christian peers in the youth group. But I’ll never forget the day Sarah’s grandparents emailed to say that they were so excited that Sarah had asked to go shopping for some dresses for the holidays. They, of course, were happy to take her - and noticed that her hair was getting a little longer again, and she was letting people call her Sarah too.

I’m sure that wasn’t the end of Sarah’s journey - but it shows there is always hope. With lots of prayer, encouragement and solid teaching from God’s Word - anyone can change directions and embrace the life God designed them for!
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