


The Fall of Babylon
Revelation 17-18

We first meet Babylon in Genesis 11 as the people from the whole world come together to build a huge temple tower in order to “make a name” for themselves. Instead of exercising dominion over the world on behalf of God their Creator and for His glory, the people were of one mind to replace God and exalt themselves. 

So God confused their languages and scattered them apart from each other. That was the first judgment on Babylon. Many others have followed. 
· Egypt was the great Babylon, and God humbled Egypt with 10 mighty plagues and then wiped out their army in the Red Sea.
· Many nations in the land of Canaan worshiped various gods and committed all kinds of sins and abominations, even offering their own children in sacrifice, so God wiped them out and drove them out before Israel in the conquest of the land. 
· In a shocking twist, God confronted ISRAEL for having become corrupted by the other nations and polluted with sin and idolatry, so judgment came on Israel and they were sent – where? TO BABYLON! 
· Even though God used Assyria and then Babylon to discipline His own people, those powerful and arrogant nations were also humbled and they were also conquered and brought under God’s judgment. 

This brings us to Revelation 17 and 18, which are a package, which is why we will consider them together today. 

“Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters… So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence and will be found no more.” Revelation 17:1; 18:21

Inspired by Zechariah 5 and Proverbs 5, John sees a vision of evil and immorality pictured as an adulterous woman. It becomes clear that this immoral woman represents Babylon and really the whole world and all of its cities and kings. An angel tells John up front that this vision is about the judgment of God coming upon this woman. And another angel hurls a great millstone into the sea as a sign of the way Babylon will fall, swallowed by its own weapons of chaos, evil and destruction. 

Like a stone disappearing into the ocean, Babylon will be no more. The symbol of wickedness and immorality will be swallowed up by the symbol of chaos and death. 
This whole book is about the coming judgment of God. Justice is on its way. A repeated refrain we just heard in chapter 18 is “in a single hour her judgment has come.” All at once. Rapidly. Suddenly. 

For now we cry out “How long?” And like the martyred saints under God’s throne we are given the same answer: “Just a little longer.” A friend recently reminded me of U2’s song 40 that shouts out this heart cry: “How long… to sing this song?” But even as you feel the anguish of the shout, you also feel the hope that one day soon we will sing a new song. And U2 builds that song to the word “Hallelujah!” 

For now we sing with U2, “How long…” One day soon we will all join together to sing Hallelujah - praise the Lord for His perfect justice. 

In Revelation 17 and 18 we will feel the force of three warnings and a promise. Most of these two chapters are like blaring alarm sounds: “Warning! Warning!” It’s like being in a building and the fire alarms start going off. They are so loud, with lights flashing, you would be crazy to ignore them.

We have a new communication system to improve our safety on campus, so I thought it would be good to test that out today. A lot of phones are about to go off, like an amber alert. This is only a drill. 

MARCIA ACTIVATES CRISIS GO ON BLUE - THIS IS A DRILL

Fun, right? Hard to ignore! Our safety team has a plan for different kinds of emergencies, and we have people ready to jump up and lead us if anything should happen. The point is, when you hear an alarm like this, pay attention and follow instructions!

These two chapters of the Bible give us three dramatic, blaring alarm sound warnings. You’d have to be a great fool to ignore them. First.

Warning #1
· If you drink the Cup of Immorality you will drink the Cup of Judgment
“I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute… with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality.” Revelation 17:1-2

This wicked woman represents Babylon - the city of man. She represents the seduction of this world that Jesus warned you can gain the whole world and forfeit your soul. 
Warning #1
· If you drink the Cup of Immorality you will drink the Cup of Judgment
“And with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” Revelation 17:2

There is a double metaphor here: a woman representing sexual temptation and alcohol representing the intoxicating nature of sexual sin. Desire and sin grow if you feed them and come to override all common sense and ability to reason. Of course, alcohol itself is often used to encourage sexual immorality, so you can literally get drunk and then symbolically be drunk on the wine of sexual immorality. 

You can be doubly drunk; meaning you have surrendered control completely. You are not driving the vehicle of your life. You are careening down a steep slope and the one driving that car is this wicked woman named Babylon. The woman is seated in a huge scarlet beast - the antichrist we met in chapter 13. Not surprising that Babylon has a formal alliance with the devil. The woman is dressed in all the wealth and splendor the world can offer, and in her hand:

Warning #1
· If you drink the Cup of Immorality you will drink the Cup of Judgment
“The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet… holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations…” Revelation 17:4

The beast she is riding is covered in blasphemous names because the antichrist explicitly sets himself up against God and Jesus. The woman is drinking a cup full of impurity, wickedness and God-defying abominations. Verse 5 names her Babylon the great. And notice in verse 6 what else she is drinking.

Warning #1
· If you drink the Cup of Immorality you will drink the Cup of Judgment
“And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints… the martyrs of Jesus.” Revelation 17:6

Just as those who follow her are drunk on the wine of her immorality, the great prostitute herself is drunk on the blood of the saints. She combines with her impurity and adultery terrible violence and persecution of those who follow Jesus, which is right in line with the agenda of the devil and the antichrist. 

We turn to chapter 18 for the explicit warning and application.

Warning #1
· If you drink the Cup of Immorality you will drink the Cup of Judgment
“Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues.” Revelation 18:4

All who stay in Babylon will be judged with Babylon. All who stay with the prostitute will drink the cup of judgment she drinks. If you share in her sins, you will share in her plagues. So come out! People, flee! Like Lot escaping from Sodom and Gomorrah, run and don’t look back! Remember Lot’s wife, despite all the warnings she looked back at the home she was leaving and was turned into a pillar of salt. 

Warning #1
· If you drink the Cup of Immorality you will drink the Cup of Judgment
“God has remembered her iniquities… Repay her double for her deeds, mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed.” Revelation 18:6

Jesus promised, “With the measure you use it will be measured to you.” Each one will be judged according to what they have done. Perfect justice is coming. If you drink the cup of immorality, you will drink the cup of judgment. This is the fate of Babylon. All of chapter 18 is a lament for Babylon, the great city that has fallen and is no more. Kings and merchants, captains and sailors weep for the city they loved, the city that gave them so much – because it is gone, never to appear again. 

Do you feel the drama of this warning? The Lady Foolishness is loud and assertive. She cries out from every street corner, from every Tik Tok and Insta reel. She offers the wine of her immorality with the promise of pleasure, happiness, popularity and success. This is the siren song of Babylon. 

Jesus warns us all today: if you drink that cup of immorality, you WILL drink the cup of judgment. It’s a 1 to 1 correlation. But there is one exception.

Warning #1
· If you drink the Cup of Immorality you will drink the Cup of Judgment
· Unless Jesus drank it for you
“Thus says the LORD… ‘Behold, I have taken from your hand the cup of staggering; the bowl of my wrath you shall drink no more.’” Isaiah 51:22
In Revelation we have seen the 7 last bowls of God’s wrath poured out. But to His people God says, “no more.” “There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Jesus drank the full cup of God’s wrath for you and me. This is what he wrestled with in the garden of Gethsemane: “Father, if it is possible, take this cup from me.” 

That was His cup of suffering; forsaken by the Father, crushed under the weight of your sin and mine. The Lamb of God laid down His life as the once for all payment for sinners like us. If you have applied the blood of the Lamb to your heart, then no condemnation awaits you in the future. Your ledger has been washed clean. 

If you have not committed your life to Jesus in faith, this warning applies to you. If you drink the cup of immorality, you will drink the cup of judgment. Second warning.

Warning #2
· If you ride the beast of earthly Power, it will eventually Devour you
“And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns.” Revelation 17:3

The great prostitute called Babylon rode to power on the back of the beast, the kingdom of the devil, the land of the dragon. Heads and horns represent kings and kingdoms. Behind evil kings and kingdoms is the shadow of the dragon, the beast. The heads and horns are terrifying and powerful, because what they all threaten is death. If you oppose a powerful king his ultimate threat against you is death. His claws and teeth are sharp. Many of them breathe fire. 

Warning #2
· If you ride the beast of earthly Power, it will eventually Devour you
“The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction.” Revelation 17:8

It’s no accident that the dragon in Revelation 12 is followed by a beast called the antichrist and a false prophet to complete a false trinity. The antichrist will claim to be god and will demand that all people worship him. He will even fake his own death and resurrection. 

What does this mean that he “was, and is not, and is to come”? It’s not clear. What is clear is that it’s a direct parody of God’s existence as the one who “was and is and is to come.” This could be a reference to the fake death and resurrection. Some have taken it to be a reference to Rome, that in the great tribulation ancient Rome will be renewed and the emperors again will reign, this time over the whole world. That would be an example, to me, of the kind of conjecture that is neither responsible nor helpful. 

What is clear here is the destiny of this beast and all who ride his back: DESTRUCTION. That outcome is repeated in verse 11. “It goes to destruction.” 

One of the justice themes in the Bible is the law of the REBOUND. Those who plan evil will see that their own plans rebound against them. A criminal digs a pit to trap unwary travelers and accidentally falls into the pit himself. Haman builds a huge gallows for Mordecai and ends up swinging from it himself. 

Notice where the justice is coming from in verse 16.

Warning #2
· If you ride the beast of earthly Power, it will eventually Devour you
“And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked…” Revelation 17:16

Here is the devil at war with the world. Sin, evil and violence tearing itself apart. The antichrist and the human kings who give their authority to him will attack the city they served and that served them and lay it bare.

Warning #2
· If you ride the beast of earthly Power, it will eventually Devour you
“And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute… and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire.” Revelation 17:16   

This is the language of military conquest. First you break down the walls and expose the people in the city to your flaming arrows and crushing stones. Then you chop them up with your swords and burn their buildings to the ground. 

But remarkably here it is not the saints of God who are being attacked by the beast – it is Babylon itself, the great city. How does this come about? God makes sure it does. Verse 17.

Warning #2
· If you ride the beast of earthly Power, it will eventually Devour you
“For God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind…” Revelation 17:17
It’s no surprise that God will turn evil against itself in the great tribulation since He does that all the time every day. Wickedness is often its own consequence. 
· If you become a mean, bitter person you will suffer within yourself as your resentments build up, and the people around you will also suffer and before long you’ll find yourself alone. 
· If you become dishonest and frequently bend the truth to your advantage, eventually you will be trapped in your lies and no one will trust you.
· If you regularly betray people and are unfaithful in romantic relationships, why would the new person you’re with trust you for one minute since you betrayed the last one you were with? 
· And obviously violence creates a cycle of retribution that can pass on from generation to generation and tear up the whole fabric of a community or an entire city. 

Do you think this doesn’t happen in churches? Remember the seven letters to the seven churches and how strongly Jesus confronted their sin and complacency. 
· A church that won’t serve the poor may suddenly find itself poor.
· A church that fights over what is predestined or who is elect will find that very few of the chosen ones want to be at that church anymore. 
· A church that fights over power and who should be in charge may have whole teams of people withdraw from leadership.
· A church that falls into sexual immorality or financial impropriety will become embroiled in scandal and might get on the news. 
· Or probably one of the most common situations: a church that won’t pray will increasingly find itself without spiritual power. 

The same thing is true in marriage or any relationship. Selfishness damages not only the relationship but the person who consistently choose not to serve, not to love, not to sacrifice. Your heart hardens at that place. Pride calcifies the heart. The devil loves a foothold like this. He doesn’t even have to attack you if a husband and wife regularly attack each other. 

Don’t miss the point: if you ride the beast of violence and power that desire for power and conquest will one day turn around and devour you. And even things that don’t overtly harm you, will turn to dust in your mouth.

Warning #2
· If you ride the beast of earthly Power, it will eventually Devour you
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit.” Revelation 18:2

The lament of Revelation 18 is that everything in this broken, fallen world, will come to nothing. Everything is passing away. 

Warning #2
· If you ride the beast of earthly Power, it will eventually Devour you
· And its pleasures will Dissolve in an instant
“For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and famine…” Revelation 18:8

Lady Babylon is arrogant, boasting in her wealth and prosperity that it will continue forever. But that is a lie. Her prosperity is a mirage; a mist that will pass in a moment. This is like the rich man Jesus warned about in a parable. He had a couple of seasons of good harvests and decided to build bigger barns, reassuring himself that he had plenty for years to come. But God said to that rich man, “You fool! This night your life is required of you, now who will enjoy what you prepared for yourself?” Warning three.

Warning #3
· If you don’t follow Biblical Wisdom, you will be led astray by demonic Deception
“The dwellers on earth… will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. This calls for a mind with wisdom.” Revelation 17:8-9

God will allow the antichrist and his agents to perform powerful signs that will deceive the vast majority of those who dwell on the earth. The false resurrection of the antichrist will be the centerpiece miracle. But the false prophet will also make a statue that is able to speak, so the AI interface will be quite impressive. 

What is the wisdom here? The seven heads on the beast are seven mountains, symbols of religious high places or pagan worship. 

Warning #3
· If you don’t follow Biblical Wisdom, you will be led astray by demonic Deception
“They are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while.” Revelation 17:10

Again, people like to debate who these kings might be, whether past, present or future. The brevity of the one to come sounds like the antichrist himself, but that’s what the beast represents. So it seems there are human kings that will play roles in the devil’s dominion. And verse 11 says “the beast is an eighth who belongs to the 7,” whatever that means. 

I take it to mean, “Don’t worry about the details.” There were evil kings back when John was writing. There are evil kings right now, all over the world. Newsflash, more evil kings are coming. In the great tribulation they will be especially bad. Look at the unity:

Warning #3
· If you don’t follow Biblical Wisdom, you will be led astray by demonic Deception
“These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast. They will make war on the Lamb…” Revelation 18:13-14

7 heads. 10 horns. Kings. Kingdoms. What unites them? Opposition to Jesus. How will that work out for them?

Warning #3
· If you don’t follow Biblical Wisdom, you will be led astray by demonic Deception
“They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them for he is Lord of lords and King of kings.” Revelation 18:14

In the end, all who oppose King Jesus will lose. He won’t need to lift a sword with His hand but will simply speak and at His voice every knee will bow and every enemy will be brought to nothing. 

Warning #3
· If you don’t follow Biblical Wisdom, you will be led astray by demonic Deception
“The Lamb will conquer them for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” Revelation 18:14

Feel the blessing of this description, brothers and sisters: we are those who are called by Jesus, called by name to belong to Him. The Good Shepherd knows His sheep and He looked out across history and called your name, and like a good little sheep you came. We are CHOSEN. Ephesians 1, “He chose us in CHRIST before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us for adoption as sons and daughters, to the praise of His glorious grace.” 

And, by the grace of God, we are the FAITHFUL ONES. Not by our own strength or impressive faith but by the enabling power of the Lord Jesus alone. We have been crucified with Christ, so it’s not you or I who live, but Christ lives in us and through Him we can and will endure to the very end. Faithful. Because HE IS FAITHFUL. 

These chapters are filled with proverbial wisdom. 

Warning #3
· If you don’t follow Biblical Wisdom, you will be led astray by demonic Deception
“Alas, alas for the great city… For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste!” Revelation 18:17

Are we storing up treasure on earth where moth and rust and evil warlord destroy? Are we storing up treasure for ourselves when we don’t even realize that our lives are a mist that appears in the morning and is gone by midday? 

Here are the three warnings for today:

Warning! Warning! Warning!
· If you drink the Cup of Immorality you will drink the Cup of Judgment
· Unless Jesus Drank it for you!
· If you ride the beast of earthly Power, it will eventually Devour you
· And its pleasures will Dissolve in an instant
· If you don’t follow Biblical Wisdom, you will be led astray by demonic Deception

Babylon the great city is a tempting, well-dressed woman who calls out to the unwitting traveler, like a black widow spider. The naive young man turns in to her not knowing that her door is the gateway to death. The way is broad that leads to destruction and many choose that way.

The current ally of Babylon is the Beast, the world and the devil in concert against the people of God. But in the end the devil and his servants will turn on Babylon and destroy it. This is the reality for all who follow the way of the beast. If you use earthly power and violence, if you follow the way of selfishness and evil that evil will rebound against you and devour you. 

So listen to the wisdom of God’s Word! Hold fast to the Spirit of God and cling to the Lamb. If you think deception is everywhere now, this is only the previews. Wait for the actual movie to come on. 

Thankfully there is a beautiful promise in the midst of these vivid warnings.

The Promise for those with Jesus:
· For now we shout, “How long?” one day soon we will sing “Hallelujah!”
“And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” Revelation 17:6

We heard these martyrs back in chapter 6. They were told to wait a little longer, until the full number of martyrs would be achieved. In other words, “Hang on, you’re going to have more company.” But the ones who get drunk on the blood of the saints will themselves drink the wine of God’s righteous fury. God will mix them a double portion in the cup of their own immorality. 

The Promise for those with Jesus:
· For now we shout, “How long?” one day soon we will sing “Hallelujah!”
“And she will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.” Revelation 18:8

In a single day, in a single hour judgment will fall on Babylon as it did for Sodom and Gomorrah, as it did on the whole world in Noah’s flood. The beast and his kinds will war against the Lamb but will be defeated before Him. And Babylon will fall. Everyone will stand back and weep over the greatness and splendor that had been but then came to an end. Listen to the directive at the end of this section.

The Promise for those with Jesus:
· For now we shout, “How long?” one day soon we will sing “Hallelujah!”
“Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given judgment for you against her!” Revelation 18:20

This is cause for REJOICING! All of heaven will rejoice. All the saints from all of history, including the apostles and prophets, the OT and NT saints – including every single martyr – for Babylon will be thrown down like a millstone into the ocean; the beast will be defeated and thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur. God has given the judgment for you against her. 

Every enemy will be thrown down. All evil will be exposed and come under God’s perfect, final judgment.

For now we sing with U2, “How long, to sing this song?” But one day soon we will sing that new song with the refrain, “HALLELUJAH!” 

Brother, sister – that day is coming. Hold on just a little longer. Don’t be discouraged. Don’t lose heart. “This light and momentary affliction is achieving for us an eternal weight of glory that far outweighs them all.” 

Your glory is coming. Your vindication. The judgment in your favor. Death itself will work backwards and all of our loved ones who died in Christ will welcome us into our eternal joy with the Lord forever and forever. 

Let’s pray.



