


The Millennium
Revelation 20:1-10

These 10 verses have puzzled theologians and preachers since John wrote them almost 2,000 years ago. Six times in 10 verses we hear reference to “1,000 years” or the Millennium. It must be important at this stage of the great tribulation and the end times. But nowhere else in the whole Bible does the phrase “millennium” or 1,000 years come up. Only here. 

As with all numbers in Revelation – like the 144,000 sealed by God – there is debate over whether the 1,000 years is literal or figurative. Clearly it is symbolic in the sense of representing a complete period of time – a full age. But that doesn’t mean it won’t be a literal 1,000 years. There are several OT passages that seem to indicate a time when King Jesus will reign on this earth, one of the most significant ones is Isaiah 65. 

“Behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness… No more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.” Isaiah 65:19-21

Here is a prophecy specifically about Jerusalem that certainly points to Israel’s return from the exile, but the hope here is for more than just a usual time of peace and blessing within history. No sounds of weeping or distress. No infant mortality. No one who dies young. But notice that people do still die, so this can’t refer to heaven or the new heaven and earth when death will be no more. And in the midst of this there will be an especially close relationship with the Lord.  

“Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the LORD.” Isaiah 65:24-25

Here is the heart of the Millennium: King Jesus reigning personally and directly on earth, in Jerusalem, administering perfect peace and justice for everyone on earth. 

Look back at Revelation 19, the return of Christ.

“From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron… On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.” Revelation 19:15-16 

On the cross Pilate posted the title of Jesus, “King of the Jews,” and the Jews at the time questioned even that. But Jesus didn’t come just to be the king of the Jews. He came to be the king of all people, the ruler of all nations. And for 1,000 years, before He makes all things new, He will fulfill this and rule the whole world as Psalm 2 foretold, with every king and ruler bowing humbly before Him. Then we turn to Revelation 20. 

“And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent… and bound him for a thousand years… so that he might not deceive the nations… And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus… They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” Revelation 20:2-4
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Here are the three key features of the Millennium: Satan is bound; the martyrs are raised to life; and King Jesus reigns with those martyrs for 1,000 years. 

For generations these three features have been interpreted in two ways: literally or figuratively. It seems most likely that these will be fulfilled literally even if the 1,000 years is symbolic for a long period of time. But because 1,000 years feels like a symbolic number and because numbers in Revelation seem to usually be figurative rather than literal, many theologians through the years have come to interpret the Millennium as a figurative reality that started at the resurrection of Jesus. 

Do you see what the figurative interpretation is claiming? 
· That Satan has been bound since Jesus rose from the dead. Hmmm. Yes, his power of sin and guilt and shame was broken by Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection, but his DECEPTION seems to continue pretty unhindered if you ask me. 
· The figurative view is also claiming that martyrs represent all believers and that Christians have been reigning with King Jesus since His resurrection. This is an easier leap for me to make, and many scholars believe the martyrs represent all believers even if they see the Millennium as a literal period of time still in the future. 

We aren’t going to settle this age-old debate today. I’m just reminding us of our core virtue in studying the book of exegetical humility and giving grace to people with different views. Here is the summary of the three primary views on the Millennium.

Three Views on the Millennium
· A-Millennial - the 1,000 years is figurative and started with the resurrection of Jesus
· Post-Millennial - the 1,000 years is figurative and describes a time of great victory and progress for the church that will nearly perfect the world, leading to the return of Christ
· Pre-Millennial - the 1,000 years is literal, and Jesus will start that age when He returns

We don’t have time to get into these different views. I’m just showing you how pastors and Bible teachers have understood this thousand-year reign of Jesus. The Post-Millennial view fell out of favor with WWI and WWII, as people lost the optimism of the first two great awakenings, the modernization and missionary movements of the 1800s. The 20th century was more depressing. I’m actually a fan of bringing back the optimism of the Post-Mil view. Let’s work hard to bring the kingdom on earth! 

A problem with Pre-Millennial people is an attitude toward this life and this earth that says, “Who cares? It’s all going to burn anyway…” 

Ok, all of that is introductory to the Millennium. Let’s walk through Revelation 20 and see three ways God works in our lives, as illustrated by how He promises to work during this 1,000-year reign of Christ. 

How God works in our Lives:
1. God Directs all the details in history according to His sovereign will
“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain.” Revelation 20:1

Everything that happens here begins at the initiative of heaven. The angel comes from heaven. The key is given from heaven. The chain to restrain the devil is from heaven. Clearly God is in control of all of these details. The bottomless pit came up in chapter nine when a horde of demon locusts were released. That all happened at God’s initiative as well: the fifth angel sounded his trumpet, an angel came from heaven and was given the key to the shaft of the abyss. 

The theme of God’s sovereign control runs through the entire book of Revelation, just as it runs through the entire Bible. And as in every story in the Bible, the details matter, because God is in the details. 

I’ve been going through the Bible Project Podcast on TREES and they zoomed in on the Abraham and Isaac story in Genesis 22. Let’s look at those details just to be encouraged with how God directs them. 

Adam and Eve were tested with TWO TREES. One was the tree of life that they could eat from and live with God forever. The other was the tree of knowledge that they had to walk by but NOT eat from in order to have access to the tree of life. The creation account is filled with TREE imagery. God not only planted the garden, but He planted Adam and Eve like seeds in the garden. Then after they rebelled and were being kicked out of the garden God promised that salvation would come for them how? Through their SEED. A future Tree or sapling would grow from their family tree to save them. 

Noah was saved with the wood of a tree that he built into the ark. Abraham was tested at various trees but his ultimate test came after his failure with Hagar. Instead of trusting God to provide the seed of blessing, Abraham listened to his wife who offered him a plan that was pleasing in her eyes and was also pleasing to him. Over 20 years later, when Isaac was a teenager, God tested Abraham with the thing most precious to him, his son with Sarah. 

“And Abraham took the wood (Heb. tree) of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together.” Genesis 22:6 

Don’t miss the detail that Isaac, the child of promise, the seed of Adam and Eve, had to carry his own tree up a mountain. At the top of the mountain they built an altar where Abraham prepared to slaughter his precious son as a sacrifice to God. But an angel stopped him at the last second:

“And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.” Genesis 22:13

There, hanging in a tree-like bush was a ram, suspended by its horns. That ram served as a sacrificial substitute for Isaac, dying in the place of Abraham’s son and in payment for Abraham’s own sins and failures. Isaac carried his own tree up the mountain of sacrifice, and his substitute was provided, hanging from a tree. 

Do you think God is in charge of the details of history and our lives? 

Every little detail matters. 

How God works in our Lives:
1. God Directs all the details in history according to His sovereign will
“And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.” Revelation 20:2

Now, if this happened through the death and resurrection of Jesus, you’d have to say that the chain the devil is on is pretty long and he can still cause a good bit of trouble. Jesus certainly won the decisive victory over sin, death and hell when he carried his tree up Calvary’s mountain and then hung on a tree to endure the curse of sin for us. And God has always limited and controlled the devil’s activity, as the book of Job shows us. 

I think this thousand year reign of Christ remains in the future and will come after His glorious return, but before He makes all things new, uniting heaven and earth perfectly and eternally as we’ll see in chapters 21 and 22. During that future age the devil will be completely bound and unable to cause ANY trouble himself, as it says in verse 3.

How God works in our Lives:
1. God Directs all the details in history according to His sovereign will
“And threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer.” Revelation 20:3

This feels so decisive and final and locked up that it’s hard for me to take this figuratively for the present age of the church. The devil seems quite capable of deceiving the nations right now, including our own. But during this 1,000-year reign of Jesus on earth, all of those deceptive activities will be shut down. Locked up. A complete period of time without spiritual warfare or Satan’s lies. How nice will that be! 

How God works in our Lives:
1. God Directs all the details in history according to His sovereign will
“So that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.” Revelation 20:3

That phrase “must be” is the language of divine necessity. Jesus talked that way in Luke 24 about everything that was written about Him in the Old Testament how it “had to be” fulfilled and how the present church age, how the gospel must be proclaimed to all nations. As history comes to its appointed conclusion, certain things MUST take place, as part of God’s sovereign, perfect plan.

Do you know that this is true of YOUR LIFE as well? There are certain things that must take place. Not all of them are pleasant, but God has reasons for allowing and directing them for your good and His glory. 

When I wrote this on June 4, it was the day we learned that I had a brain tumor. Isn’t it God’s wonderful providence that on that very day I was working on this particular point? No accidents, right? “God directs the DETAILS of history according to His sovereign will.” Every. Single. Detail. Even the specific afternoon that I’m working on a specific preaching point at an exact verse in Scripture. We shared with church leaders that day how our Bible reading plan had kept us in Psalm 69 for four days leading up to this diagnosis. Read Psalm 69. It’s a heart cry from King David asking God to save him and trusting that God will. 

Now, to use the tumor experience to illustrate this point. 
· I had strange “falling asleep” suddenly experiences for about 2 weeks, not knowing they were little seizures. 
· When these started because I had decided to do a three day fast to focus prayer for a friend. In the middle of day two the “blips” began. That night Kristin sensed that something was wrong and encouraged me to eat something. She gave me tomato soup and a grilled cheese sandwich that could well have saved my life. 
· The next morning, I was driving to St. Pete, just coming off the 275 bridge, when I had a blip, at full highway speed. By the grace of God, I woke up immediately and made it to my destination, where I had 2 more blips. 
· Over a week later, when my fatigue swooshes and brain blips continued - 1 or 2 every day – I finally went to the doctor. She had several ideas and put in 2 referrals to specialists and scheduled an MRI. 
· We got to the pulmonologist, the sleep doctor THE NEXT DAY. 24 hours from PCP to a specialist. That’s a miracle of God, right? He gave me a take home sleep test and interpreted the results first thing Monday to confirm it was not sleep apnea. 
· A couple of doctor friends also pointed us away from sleep or food issues to neuro. The MRI was that Monday evening, just 2 business days from the PCP visit. The results got to PCP the next morning and the doctor told us it was a tumor but almost certainly benign.
· My brother’s wife’s brother, it turns out, is a neuro-oncologist. The exact doctor we needed. The day we learned it was a tumor, he was helping a friend move, so was not working, and called to talk with us for 40 minutes that day. Unbelievably helpful to speak with a caring relative who actually knows exactly what they are talking about.
· From PCP we had previously made an appointment with a Neurologist who we saw the next day. He confirmed the MRI results that it was a tumor, almost certainly benign, and probably fixable with surgery. And he started me on anti-seizure meds that same day.
· With dozens of you already praying, we asked specifically that the seizures would respond quickly to the meds and they did. Think about that. Less than a week from seeing a doctor to getting an accurate diagnosis and a medication to address the symptoms. Then we got in to specialists at Moffitt to deal with the tumor. 
· Crazy right? Could God have given us more evidence of His sovereign control and His loving presence with us? 

Brother, sister, be encouraged. Whatever YOU are going through right now, in God’s sovereign, good, loving plan for you, it is necessary. It is good for you. Even after the 1,000 years Satan “must be released for a little while.” And there are times when God decides that Satan must be released into your life for a little while. 

Matthew 24 shows us the birth pains that are necessary in the run up to the Great Tribulation: wars, famines, earthquakes, persecution – but also global proclamation of the gospel. Revelation shows us the outpouring of the wrath of God AND the wrath of man. Both are necessary to make the final division between all people crystal clear. Everyone must choose to either stand with Jesus or against Him; either with the Beast or with Jesus. 

Look down at verses 7-8 for how the history of this planet will come to an end. 

How God works in our Lives:
1. God Directs all the details in history according to His sovereign will
“And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and will come out to deceive the nations.” Revelation 20:7-8

This is the appointed consummation of the history of the world. Satan is bound for a full millennium. 20 generations, maybe 30, have lived and died under the perfect justice and peace of King Jesus. No deception. No war. No injustice. 

So when Satan is released, won’t all of these people stay faithful to King Jesus? Surely they’ve seen the blessing that He provides and will choose His peace and goodness over the dragon… Nope. 

How God works in our Lives:
1. God Directs all the details in history according to His sovereign will
“To gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. And they marched up… and surrounded… the beloved city.” Revelation 20:8-9

It appears that every single person on earth, given the slightest opportunity, will reject King Jesus and immediately follow Satan to fight against Jesus and the saints. 

This is the final proof of God’s justice to condemn people to eternal separation from Him. How much more could He show His love and goodness and justice and faithfulness than 1,000 years on this planet with King Jesus ruling over the whole world from Jerusalem? What more could God possibly do? 

One more caveat as we wrap up this first point.

1. God Directs all the details in history according to His sovereign will
· God’s control, guidance and oversight is not always through direct causation. Evil and suffering, for example, have a different Primary Cause with God in the background allowing, limiting and redeeming the evil. 

Notice that it is the DEVIL who is released and does the deceiving. God doesn’t do that. Read Job for a personal example. Lots of evil and suffering happen to Job, and God is there overseeing, limiting and working through it all. But there are other agents who cause the mischief directly. Sadly, that includes some of his well meaning friends who show up and mostly make it worse. Ok, two more ways God works in our lives as illustrated by the Millennium.

How God works in our Lives:
2. God Rewards those who serve Him
“Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed.” Revelation 20:4

I think these special blessings and rewards in the Millennium are specifically for martyrs – certainly those who die in the great tribulation and probably all who die for their commitment to King Jesus. It’s possible the term “beheaded” is figurative and applies to all believers, but the talk of a first resurrection followed by a more general resurrection indicates to me that these thrones are extra bonuses if you die for Jesus. 
But the specifics here illustrate the general truth: God rewards those who serve Him. He sees everything you do and your heart behind it. And God knows how to reward His children.

Have you ever had someone who was a really good giver of gifts? That’s a special blessing to have a friend like that who knows you well enough to find just a really unique and personal gift. Many of us have experienced this with Cam – who has come to a lot of staff Christmas parties as Santa. I have at least half a dozen T-shirts from Cam that he got for me because he knows my obsession with Star Wars. 

This is my favorite.
See, it’s a Darth Vader selfie in front of Han Solo in carbonite. [image: ]

Marcia got me this one.
[image: ]
I took it as a compliment. 












How God works in our Lives:
2. God Rewards those who serve Him
“Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God.” Revelation 20:4

The martyrs have been crying out for justice throughout the book, “How Long, Oh Lord until our blood is avenged?” God has already given justice by forcing the evil kings who spilled their blood to drink blood. But now we see the other side of the coin. God not only punishes evil, He rewards His faithful ones. Here are the martyrs, those who paid the ultimate price for their faith in Jesus and commitment to God’s Word. They refused the mark of the beast and the worldly comforts it could have won them. 

How God works in our Lives:
2. God Rewards those who serve Him
“They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” Revelation 20:4

Imagine this privilege. 1,000 years with King Jesus on the throne of David in Jerusalem. The whole world will have been destroyed. Just devastation everywhere. So many bodies to bury. So many buildings and bridges in rubble. So step one will be to rebuild. This will be the ultimate FEMA project, but led and overseen by JESUS HIMSELF. And His VPs of operations will be these tribulation martyrs. What a project! “Rebuild the World!” 

And not just for a few days or weeks, but for 1,000 years! Listen to the prophetic description of these days in Isaiah 60.

“And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.” Isaiah 60:3-4

“Because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.” Isaiah 60:5-6

“Foreigners shall build up your walls, and their kings shall minister to you; for in my wrath I struck you, but in my favor I have had mercy on you. Your gates shall be open continually; day and night they shall not be shut, that people may bring to you the wealth of the nations, with their kings led in procession.” Isaiah 60:10-11

The martyrs will rule over this whole process, with the nations coming to help rebuild Jerusalem and the whole world. And look at how God’s people will lead everyone in worship!

“Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths. And if any of the families of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, there will be no rain on them.” Zechariah 14:16-17

Isaiah describes the beautiful results:

“Then justice will dwell in the wilderness and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. And the effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.” Isaiah 32:16-18
King Jesus reigning in Jerusalem, the nations coming together to worship Him. And the martyrs serving like Daniel and his friends, overseeing and administering the justice, righteousness and peace of Jesus’ reign on earth for 1,000 years. 

How God works in our Lives:
2. God Rewards those who serve Him
“They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” Revelation 20:4

What a unique and wonderful reward for those who die for their testimony. You all give me a hard time for believing in a post-tribulation rapture. But look, there is an upside!!!
And the point applies to us even if I’m wrong about the rapture. God knows how to reward those who trust in Him.  

2. God Rewards those who serve Him
“The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection!” Revelation 20:5-6

There is a special blessing for this Millennial age. There is a special holiness and sanctity made visible for those who give up their lives in service to King Jesus. We are currently surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses – the saints from the OT and the NT and the ages since Jesus. But it seems the 1000 years will be a special time that everyone watches the unique work of King Jesus in the world, with the martyrs receiving a special role, as part of the first resurrection. 

2. God Rewards those who serve Him
“Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and they will reign with him for a thousand years.” Revelation 20:6

Not only will the martyrs serve as judges and overseers for the rebuilding of planet earth, but they will be PRIESTS, overseeing the orderly worship of Jesus in Jerusalem and around the world. 

So this is how God works in history and in our lives. First, He directs all the details. Second, He rewards those who serve Him. One more important way that God works in us.

How God works in our Lives:
3. God Punishes those who reject the reign of Christ
“And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison.” Revelation 20:7

In God’s sovereign wisdom, the dragon must be released for a very short time after the millennium. He will be locked up tight in the bottomless pit for a thousand years. Just as Loki was falling through time and space for 30 minutes, that will be Satan’s experience for 1,000 years. Just falling. Suspended in space. Unable to deceive anyone. But then, after a full age of history, he will be briefly released.

How God works in our Lives:
3. God Punishes those who reject the reign of Christ
“And will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, God and Magog.” Revelation 20:8

Just as he deceived Adam and Eve in the garden when history began, so the devil will be there at the end of history to spread his lies and cause havoc. After 1,000 years of peace and blessing and the worship of King Jesus, will the people of earth be better prepared to resist the devil’s lies than Adam and Eve? Sadly, no.

How God works in our Lives:
3. God Punishes those who reject the reign of Christ
“To gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea.” Revelation 20:8

All four corners of the world, all the dwellers on the earth. As soon as the devil goes out, they immediately rally to his cause in overt opposition to Jesus, gathering as a unified army.

How God works in our Lives:
3. God Punishes those who reject the reign of Christ
“And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city.” Revelation 20:9

A few faithful ones remain with the Lord Jesus in Jerusalem. But they are quickly surrounded by the armies from all the nations, now unified under the dragon as they had been before the millennium under the beast. Will there be a great battle to settle the outcome? Not so much.

How God works in our Lives:
3. God Punishes those who reject the reign of Christ
“But fire came down from heaven and consumed them.” Revelation 20:9 

Just like the Red Sea when God came down in fire to separate Israel from the charging army of Pharaoh. Just like Elijah calling down fire on Mount Carmel in the contest with the prophets of Baal. Just like the judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah… Fire simply falls from heaven and the enemies of God are consumed. Poof. Done. Game over. What about the devil? Does he have anything left up his sleeve?

How God works in our Lives:
3. God Punishes those who reject the reign of Christ
“And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur.” Revelation 20:10

Jesus simply grabs the dragon by the scruff of his neck and tosses him into the lake of fire with his two buddies.

How God works in our Lives:
3. God Punishes those who reject the reign of Christ
“Where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” Revelation 20:10

This is the destiny for the devil and his demons: eternal suffering in the lake of fire. Day and night. Continual. Without relief. Forever and ever. But don’t miss the outcome just a few verses later, after the great white throne of judgment. 

How God works in our Lives:
3. God Punishes those who reject the reign of Christ
“And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life he was thrown into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:15

Anyone who does not bow the knee to King Jesus while there is still time will share the eternal fate of the devil. So here is our summary for today.

How God works in our Lives:
1. God Directs all the details in history according to His sovereign will
2. God Rewards those who serve Him
3. God Punishes those who reject the reign of Christ

The Millennium gives us a glimpse into God’s usual operation in the world. It’s a special age of history in which God will fulfill remaining physical promises to ethnic Israel about the rule and reign of King Jesus on David’s throne in Jerusalem. And it will vindicate God’s final justice by proving that even if the world had perfect justice and peace for 20 plus generations, everyone would still deny Jesus and follow the devil given the slightest opportunity. 

Be encouraged: God is intimately involved in the details of your life, as He is in all of history and will be in the millennium. The devil is on a chain, with strict limits imposed on him. Sometimes the Lord lets him loose a little more than we might like, but it’s all a part of God’s great master plan, and He will be glorified through it even as we are matured through it.

God knows how to reward those who serve Him. If you sow to your sinful desires, you will reap suffering from them. But if you sow to the Spirit and commit your ways to the Lord in prayer and devote yourself to loving God and loving your neighbor, God will bless you now and reward you forever. Don’t store up treasure on earth, but make investments now you can send ahead. Build on the foundation of faith in Jesus with gold, silver and costly stones. 

And remember that final justice is coming – soon. Now is the time to pray for and reach out to lost friends and loved ones. Now is the time of God’s favor. Now is the day of salvation. One day everyone will stand before King Jesus in judgment. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God unprepared, uncovered by the blood of the Lamb.

Let’s pray and give thanks for how God works in our lives!
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