


The Return of Christ
Revelation 19

Ok. It’s been a long road to get to this point, but you heard the repeated refrain of Revelation 19: HALLELUJAH. Say it with me: “Hallelujah!” We have been wrestling with the cry of the martyrs, “How long, O Lord?” But now we arrive at the Hallelujah moment and our hearts sing “Praise the Lord!” 

There are seven exhortations in this chapter to praise the Lord. 7 Hallelujahs. I count 27 REASONS listed to praise the Lord. I don’t think the number 27 is important here – it could be 30 reasons or 24. The point is that there are innumerable reasons to praise King Jesus. Really the whole book of Revelation is a continual list of hundreds of reasons to praise the Lord. 

I’ll summarize those for us today as three reasons to praise the Lord Jesus; three headings to put all the listed reasons under. First.

Praise the Lord!
· For His Righteousness
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for his judgments are true and just.” Revelation 19:1-2

Suddenly we are back in the throne room of God, right where we started in chapter 4. Remember when John saw the heavens opened and those four living creatures, surrounded by 24 elders all singing praise to God on the throne? Then in chapter 5 the camera pulls back and we see it’s not just this small group around the throne praising God, it’s innumerable angels in heaven and then EVERYTHING in heaven and on earth singing praise – not only to God on the throne, but to the Lamb beside the throne, looking as though it had been slain, and yet standing there, very much alive. 

Now it’s the SOUND of a great multitude in heaven – clearly both angels and saints in unified song, worshiping God for His great salvation, His infinite glory and mighty power. All the judgments poured out in the 7 seals, 7 trumpets, and 7 bowls have completed the JUSTICE of God on a sinful world. 

Chapters 17 and 18, which we saw last week, document the destruction of the great city of Babylon, symbolized as a brazen prostitute, who gets torn apart by the beast on which she was riding, representing human kings and kingdoms. The world, the flesh, and the devil are in an alliance of wickedness, dedicated to leading as many people astray as possible, away from the plan of God and the pure worship of Him. The world and its kings collided with the flesh and all immorality and God used those two evils against each other as part of their final judgment. 

And God does this very thing all day, every day. It’s called NATURAL CONSEQUENCES. “You reap what you sow.”
· If you tell lies, people won’t trust you and your relationships and business dealings will suffer greatly.
· If you cheat on your taxes or cut corners at work, you will feel stress about those things and eventually those compromises will come back to bite you.
· If you use unkind words, tearing people down or gossiping behind their backs, you will find the same kind of attacks coming right back at you, whether immediately or over time.
· If you are a violent person, as in urban gang warfare, you will perpetuate an ongoing cycle of vengeance and retribution in which more and more people suffer and die. 
· Or, much more simply, if you eat too much – you will get fat. If you drink too much alcohol – your liver will fail. In my case, if you eat too much sugar your doctor will yell at you about your A1C and your wife will start giving you oatmeal. 

Natural consequences. Wise parents and teachers have been using these for thousands of years to teach children how to live. I remember a sign on the wall in middle school English, “Learn to laugh at yourself, or everyone else will be happy to do it for you.” At our Men’s breakfast a couple of weeks ago, one of the “more experienced” gentlemen on the panel said a key to his long married was “not taking each other too seriously.” Laugh at yourself and encourage the other person to laugh at you too. Much better than yelling at each other and nit-picking each other to death. Honey is more effective than vinegar. Wag more, bark less. 

Back in verse 2 – we see that God’s judgments are true and just. Whether God intervenes directly in our lives or lets things take their natural course, all that God does and allows is wise and true and just and good and right. All of it. 
· God is good. (You say, “All the time.”)
· All the time. ( You say, “God is good.”)

That’s a line we teach kids in Sunday School and at Bible Camp because it is so important as a truth to hold onto throughout our lives. God is good. Even when things don’t feel good, we can and must still sing of the goodness of God. He is RIGHTEOUS. Everything He does or allows is good and wise and right and true. Everything. No exceptions. No mistakes. No oversights. 

The mistake Job made in the face of his unimaginable suffering and loss was to eventually question the goodness of God. He demanded and then GOT his day in court, expecting to shout his defiance in God’s face. You can read how it all went. 

The amazing thing, as the Psalms show us, is that God doesn’t mind at all when we shout at Him and rage and yell ABOUT OUR SITUATION. But you’ll notice that the Psalms almost all have a turning point from expressing pain and frustration to expressing FAITH in the goodness of God. Psalm 31 is a powerful example. But let’s stay in Revelation 19 for now. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Righteousness
“For his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality.” Revelation 19:2

It has felt to me like A LOT of judgment these last few weeks? Right? Not just me? Wave after wave of increasing intensity and scope. Terrifying creatures and painful punishments. But in the end, people get exactly what they deserve. 

If you haven’t read the Count of Monte Cristo, it’s a classic of literature for a reason. Four people end up conspiring to ruin the life of Edmond Dantes, with increasing degrees of responsibility from a shipmate up to the regional magistrate. So when Dantes comes back as this powerful Count, he starts with the guy least responsible and makes sure that guy suffers a little. Then as he works his way up to the number two guy, the three guy and then the magistrate, it’s just incredible storytelling as the Count brings customized and genuinely brutal justice to each one. 

If that’s too English Lit for you, think of Batman and you’ll be on the right track. Low level goons get a punch to the head. High level kingpins of crime get strung up publicly and handed over to the authorities with all the evidence against them conveniently prepared. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Righteousness
· Jesus Sees all evil and immorality and will provide perfect justice
“For he has judged the great prostitute… and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” Revelation 19:2
One of the judgments, as it was back in Egypt, was to turn water into blood. Since the leaders of the world, the people in power, persecuted the followers of Jesus and shed their blood, God gave those rulers blood to drink, in His perfect justice. 

Jesus sees all evil and immorality. Every bit of it. His eyes blaze with penetrating fire. Nothing escapes his notice. And Jesus has promised that one day EVERYTHING that has been done in the darkness will be brought into the light of His judgment. Everyone will get exactly what they deserve. Exactly. “With the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

Imagine the judgment scene. An old reel to reel film projector displays you complaining to your wife about the terrible guy at work who questioned you in a meeting. He publicly called you out for something he knew nothing about. You were irate. 

Then the reel gets changed and this time it’s YOU standing up in a meeting calling out that same guy for something YOU knew nothing about. Ohhhhh. Yeah. Ouch. 

Do you see why it’s so important to “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you,” and why it’s such good advice not to judge others? 

Our application for today is simply to PRAISE THE LORD. Give Him thanks and praise for His perfect righteousness. He is the God who sees. The God who knows. The God who has promised perfect justice one day. First, we praise Jesus for His righteousness. His judgments are true and just. All of them. Always. Second. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Redemption 
“Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.” Revelation 19:7

God is righteous. We are not. So praise the Lord for providing a means of redemption in the blood of the Lamb! Not only has the blood of Jesus washed away our sins, but He has changed us from the inside out so we are able to approach Him as a Bride prepared for her husband. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Redemption 
“His bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure.” Revelation 19:7-8
What a beautiful picture! Jesus first clothes us in His righteousness, then He enables us to clothe OURSELVES with our own increasing righteousness. The fine linen here explicitly stands for the righteous deeds of the saints. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Redemption 
· Jesus Cleansed His Bride with His blood and adorns us with His glory as we serve Him
“It was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure – for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.” Revelation 19:8

Our good works adorn us before the Lord, even though we are only able to do these good works through His power and by His Spirit. 

To be redeemed is to be set free from the penalty and power of sin; it is to be washed clean of the stain of sin and dressed in the perfect righteousness of King Jesus. And even our good works are GIFTS from our Redeemer to clothe ourselves in His glory! Ephesians 2 says that God has prepared good works ahead of time for us to walk in them. Philippians 1 has a prayer for our love to abound more and more with wisdom and discernment in order to approve what is best.

Praise the Lord!
· For His Redemption 
· Jesus Cleansed His Bride with His blood and adorns us with His glory as we serve Him
“And so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” Philippians 1:10-11

It is clear that the fruit of righteousness only comes THROUGH Jesus Christ, so He gets all the glory. But our prayers contribute to this fruit, our wisdom and efforts contribute, as do our own good works. It’s the fruit of the Spirit – that only God’s Holy Spirit can grow in us and produce through us – yet we help create the environment for this fruit to grow, by ABIDING in Christ, walking closely with Him every day. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Redemption 
· Jesus Cleansed His Bride with His blood and adorns us with His glory as we serve Him
“It was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure – for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.” Revelation 19:8

This is a striking verse in Revelation 19. We have seen the saints and martyrs before God’s throne dressed in white several times already in this book. In verse 14 we see them again:

Praise the Lord!
· For His Redemption 
· Jesus Cleansed His Bride with His blood and adorns us with His glory as we serve Him
“And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses.” Revelation 19:14

The robe of Jesus is red, dipped in blood, but the saints of God are dressed all in WHITE, clean and pure, unstained by any sin or guilt or impurity. All of that washed away by the blood of the Lamb! 

Do you feel the double blessing of how Jesus clothes us? Yes, He forgives all of our sins through His once for all sacrifice on the cross. “What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus!” But Jesus also gives us the gift of opportunities to love and serve people – our own good works are part of the visible display of our righteousness. 

1 Corinthians 3 communicates a similar point with a BUILDING analogy. There is only one foundation: that is Jesus and His death and resurrection. If your life is not built on Jesus, then it rests on sand and will all be destroyed in the final judgment. But on this foundation, Paul says: 

“Let each one take care how he builds upon it… Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw — each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done.” 1 Corinthians 3:12-13

This is the Bible’s version of the three little pigs. The Day of the Lord is coming when fire will test the quality of our lives and our works. Are we building with gold, silver and precious stones? Or are we building with wood, hay and straw? What is the quality of your service to the Lord? Are you giving Him your BEST time, talent and treasure? Or does the Lord get your leftovers? 

How are you intentionally storing up treasure IN HEAVEN? Is your life devoted to storing up treasures in this life, on this planet, where moth and rust destroy? Are you working hard for your own glory, your own reputation, your own advancement, or are you seeking first the kingdom of God and HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS? 
· Financial giving is the most obvious place to start as you reflect on your investment in eternal things. That’s a quick diagnostic and Jesus spoke about money incessantly, so don’t skip over an evaluation of your finances. 
· Prayer is another obvious and tangible area to consider because it’s a key investment of our TIME. You may say you believe that God’s work matters more than yours, but if you don’t make time for prayer then your life betrays your true belief in your own efforts more than prayer. 
· Evangelism is a limited time opportunity. You have only so many minutes and days on this earth. Other people have a clock ticking on their mortality as well. And this world has a countdown clock we can’t see but it’s very real. Now is the time of God’s favor. Are you actively sharing the good news with people while there is still time?
· Service is a fourth area to consider. Do you regularly love and help people? Obviously, this should define your family relationships and should shape the day-to-day work that you do. But look at Matthew 25 and consider how you treat the poor, the sick, the elderly, orphans, widows, those in prison, the homeless. Do you actively spend time, energy and money to serve hurting, broken, vulnerable people? Or do you only throw parties for people who will invite you back to their place? 

Giving. Praying. Evangelism. Service. 

What kind of house are you building? What are you investing in eternity? Is it gold, silver and precious stones? Or is it wood, hay and straw. Look at what happens on the Day of the Lord when the fire tests the quality of our work:

“If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.” 1 Corinthians 3:14-15

The issue here is not salvation, but rewards. It is not about forgiveness of sins but about productivity in your Christian life. SOME church-going people who think they are Christians will be stunned on the day of judgment to hear King Jesus say, “Depart from me, I never knew you.” That IS a salvation issue. It is possible to be totally self-deceived and think you are serving Jesus when you are actually serving yourself or something in the world. 

I think this 1 Corinthians 3 is a more common outcome. It’s not that people aren’t truly saved. They just have very little fruit of their salvation. They haven’t learned to adjust their lives to kingdom priorities. With financial giving, for example, most church-goers never graduate from the Kindergarten of TIPPING. The average American gives 2% of their income to charity. The average born again Christian gives a whopping 4%. We are better than the world but only a little. The statistics are hard to pin down but a couple of results I found showed that only 10% of Christians give a full 10%. 

Ok, back to Revelation 19. This chapter is a call to WORSHIP. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Righteousness 
· Jesus Sees all evil and immorality and will provide perfect justice
· For His Redemption
· Jesus Cleansed His Bride with His blood and adorns us with His glory as we serve Him

Jesus is the Righteous JUDGE. He sees all evil and has promised to punish and remove it one day. Jesus is the Gracious Redeemer. He not only paid for all of our sins but He enables us to dress ourselves in works of righteousness for His glory. One more reason to praise King Jesus.

Praise the Lord!
· For His Reign
“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one seated on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.” Revelation 19:11

This is it. This is the moment we have been waiting for throughout this entire book. This is Gandalf on Shadowfax at dawn, leading the army down to the rescue of Helm’s Deep. It is Aragorn sweeping in from sea with the armies of the dead to rescue Minas Tirith. It is Harry Potter jumping from Hagrid’s arms after dying willingly and coming back from the dead to finally defeat Voldemort. This is Captain America standing up that last time before he hears those immortal words, “On your left.” 

This is the actual Day of the Lord. We’ve seen repeated examples of the immediate precursors of the Day of the Lord: thunder, lightning, earthquakes, signs in the heavens above and on the earth below. But all of that was preparation for THIS SINGLE EVENT: the Return of Christ. 

This book is the Revelation of King Jesus in all of His glory. And this is the most clear and dramatic picture of the return of Christ we have in the whole Bible. The Conquering King. The warrior who shows up to the battle covered in his own blood. The ultimate Judge. 

Faithful to His Word. True, reliable, honest and good. Pilate asked, “What is truth.” Jesus IS the truth. He IS reality incarnate. He is the source of all life and being. His name is Faithful and True. 

In His first coming it was humble and quiet, born in weakness and obscurity. When He comes back it will be visible and loud, in power and glory. Every eye will see Him at one time, no matter where they are on earth. He will judge and make war in perfect righteousness. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Reign
“His eyes are like a flame of fire and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself.” Revelation 19:12

Just to be SEEN by King Jesus in His glory is to come under the fire of His judgment. To see King Jesus is to see His many crowns, numberless diadems of power and glory. And a name known only to Himself. Here is the Son of Man who showed the world what God is like, yet still the Son of God who cannot fully be known. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Reign
“He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God.” Revelation 19:13

First, we see the white horse. Then we zoom in on his face to see his flaming eyes and many crowns. Now the camera pans down enough to see His robe and that it is dipped in blood. Here is the Lamb that was slain, alive and well, and coming in total victory. It’s how we’ve seen Him throughout the book. The primary title for Jesus in Revelation is the Lamb. 

But here we see that another title for Jesus is the Word of God. “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God,” from the opening line of John’s gospel account. Look at the weapon of the Lamb of God who is the Word of God. Verse 15.

Praise the Lord!
· For His Reign
· Jesus will Defeat all His enemies with His Word
“From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron.” Revelation 19:15

This is a reference to Psalm 2, one of the most important Messianic Psalms. The long-awaited King of Israel was promised to rule over all the nations – not just Israel – with a rod of Iron, as God’s anointed King of Kings. Along with the rod of iron for His authority over all nations we see the weapon of King Jesus is a sword from His Mouth. His WORD. His verbal declaration. 

As the eternal Word of God, Jesus created all things through His Word, by simply saying, “Let there be light… let there be water… let there be land… let there be fish…” And Jesus will defeat all of His enemies and pronounce His perfect justice in the same way: with the  Word of His sovereign power. It won’t be a big contest of armies and military strength. There won’t be any back and forth of power against power. Jesus will simply speak and that will be that. There is no resisting the sword from His mouth. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Reign
· Jesus will Defeat all His enemies with His Word
“From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations… He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.” Revelation 19:15

From Psalm 2 we jump to Isaiah 63. Jesus is the exalted, anointed King who rules with a rod of iron. And He is the sovereign Judge who tramples all of God’s enemies under His feet like grapes in a winepress. We saw that in chapter 14 with the last great harvests. The righteous are gathered in like wheat and the wicked are trampled like grapes. Then the birds get involved, summoned by a mighty angel who calls ALL of the birds in the sky:

Praise the Lord!
· For His Reign
· Jesus will Defeat all His enemies with His Word
“Then I saw an angel standing in the sun… ‘Come, gather for the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings… the flesh of all men… both small and great.’” Revelation 19:17-18

There is something just extra disturbing about vultures that circle overhead and that hop around, surrounding roadkill and working together to gobble it up. That’s the picture that ends this chapter. After the beast and the false prophet are captured and punished. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Reign
· Jesus will Defeat all His enemies with His Word
“And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged on their flesh.” Revelation 19:21

Nice happy ending. The birds have a nice big meal. Not just a good meal, but a thanksgiving level amount of being gorged on way too much food. AFTER the whole army of the Beast is wiped out in one millisecond by the sword of King Jesus: in other words, by His WORD. Jesus just says, “Enough,” and they’re all dead. Phhht. 

It’s a really bad idea to stand against King Jesus. It’s the ultimate bad idea. But the world will follow the antichrist, and even after he and his army get wiped out, the whole world will go on to follow the devil in chapter 20 after the millennium. 

Look at the massive effort it takes for Jesus to defeat the beast and false prophet. Verse 20.

Praise the Lord!
· For His Reign
· Jesus will Defeat all His enemies with His Word
“And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet… These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.” Revelation 19:20

Scripture doesn’t even say WHO does the capturing and throwing. Just that it happens. We can guess that it is Jesus Himself, but it’s kind of awesome to imagine a really low-level angel – like a private in the Lord’s army – getting this privilege just to rub it in the face of the Antichrist. At the WORD of King Jesus the result is accomplished. The means by which it is accomplished doesn’t matter. It’s done. Zap. 

The beast is causing trouble on earth, rallying a huge army, spreading deception and blasphemy. Then - zzzt - he’s in hell. Right in the lake of fire and sulfur. Forever. We get the summary in verse 16.

Praise the Lord!
· For His Reign
· Jesus will Defeat all of His enemies with His Word and will make all things new!
“On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.” Revelation 19:16

Here is the third time a name for Jesus is mentioned in this chapter alone. First, He has a name no one knows but Him. Then He is called the Word of God. Now He has a written name King of kings and Lord of lords. Other titles of Jesus in this chapter: the judge of immorality; the avenger of blood; the Almighty who reigns; the Lamb who is the bridegroom; the One who adorns His bride with glory and righteousness; the Rider on the white horse; Faithful and true; the One who tramples the winepress of God’s fury; the Leader of the armies of heaven; the Ruler of all nations, with a rod of iron. Three formal NAMES. I count 10 additional titles.  

All summed up in the one title: King of kings and Lord of lords. 

All of this a summons to worship and praise King Jesus. 

Praise the Lord!
· For His Righteousness 
· Jesus Sees all evil and immorality and will provide perfect justice
· For His Redemption
· Jesus Cleansed His Bride with His blood and adorns us with His glory as we serve Him
· For His Reign
· Jesus will Defeat all His enemies with His Word and will make all things new!

Here are three reasons to praise King Jesus which are really 30 or 300 reasons. First, we praise Him for His righteousness. Jesus is the judge of all people who sees all wickedness and immorality and will bring it all to account one day, with perfect justice. 

Second, we praise Jesus for His redemption. He is the Savior and Redeemer of the church, His Bride, whom He has washed with His blood and now covers with His righteousness and enables us to clothe ourselves with our own works of righteousness.

Third, we praise King Jesus for His reign, which has always been in place since He is the eternal Son of God who has always upheld the universe with the word of His power. But His kingly reign was visibly inaugurated for the whole world to see at His resurrection and ascension back to the Father’s right hand. All that remains is for Jesus to come back and pronounce history and justice accomplished so He can make all things new. 

We still have six weeks left in Revelation but now it gets fun. It’s been messy and bloody, and there is one more judgment scene in two weeks. But now we get the Millenium, where King Jesus reigns on earth for 1,000 years. Then we get the Bride of Christ in all of her glory, as Jesus unites heaven and earth forever in His grand new creation. So keep coming to finish out the series and be encouraged by all that awaits us in glory!

Let’s pray and then sing together the glory of King Jesus!




