


Introducing… the King
Matthew 4:17-25

Today we are going to do a fast fly-over of Matthew one through four. Starting next week, we will slow down and walk very thoroughly through every verse of the Sermon on the Mount. But before we dive into Jesus’ most famous message, we need to understand and appreciate the context Matthew gives us on who it is that delivered this sermon. Clearly, He is more than just a Jewish rabbi. He is not less than that, but Jesus is much MORE than your ordinary rabbi or teacher. Look at Matthew 4:23

“And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.” Matthew 4:23

What message did Jesus proclaim? What did he announce? THE GOSPEL of the kingdom. Good news. How did Jesus support His message? He healed EVERYONE of EVERYTHING. What was the sign that the kingdom of heaven had arrived? Not just a rabbi going around teaching some new interpretation of the Torah; but a miracle worker; a healer. 

What we will see in this quick overview of four chapters is two declarations and two exhortations. Like Jesus, Matthew is proclaiming the good news of the kingdom. And like Jesus, Matthew is challenging all who read this book to RESPOND to Jesus as his first followers did. 

Matthew begins his gospel account with this summary statement of the good news.

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” Matthew 1:1

Clearly this is a direct tie to the Old Testament with references to Abraham and David, but also with the word GENEALOGY. The book of Genesis is built around several genealogies tracing the lineage of the Jewish people. Now, Matthew writes, we can see the reason the Jews kept such a close track of their family lines!

The blessing God promised to Abraham, the blessing that would come to the whole world THROUGH Abraham, had finally arrived in Jesus the Christ. Abraham was the Father of Israel. God promised to make Abraham into a great nation and through his offspring to bless the whole world. 
David was part of the fulfillment of those promises when he reigned on his throne in Jerusalem. Then God promised David that one of HIS descendants would reign over God’s people FOREVER!

Two Declarations of Good News:
· The Kingdom of heaven Arrived in Jesus
“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” Matthew 1:1

And that’s what MESSIAH means: the anointed one; the KING. The Jews in Jesus’ day were waiting and praying for a Davidic King to arrive, and assumed that like David, the Messiah would be a WARRIOR-KING. 

But Jesus came to establish a different kind of kingdom, which is why he called it “the kingdom of HEAVEN,” not the kingdom of earth or the kingdom of man. Jesus resisted the devil’s temptation to have all the nations under His authority for the small price of just bowing down to worship Satan. That was the ultimate short cut and a very clever offer. 

In the end, people will come from every nation to worship Jesus. The devil offered Jesus a way to get that outcome without the difficult middle step of dying on a cross. But Jesus knew His Bible very well and quoted Deuteronomy 8 that you must “worship the Lord your God and serve only Him.” There could be no short cut for Jesus. His path went to the cross and through the cross to the resurrection. It was only by humbling himself to the point of death and even death on a cross that Jesus was exalted.

Matthew previews the arrival of a new kingdom in chapters one and two, then announces it in chapter 3. 

Two Declarations of Good News:
· The Kingdom of heaven Arrived in Jesus
“John the Baptist came preaching… ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” Matthew 3:2

John the Baptist was the last of the Old Testament prophets and the first of the New Testament preachers. He was the forerunner of the Messiah, which his mother learned when Mary came to visit her back when both women were pregnant. John prepared the way for Jesus, calling all faithful Jews to listen to this good news and turn from the worldliness to come back to worship the Lord. Jesus picked up this call when He started His public ministry.

Two Declarations of Good News:
· The Kingdom of heaven Arrived in Jesus
“From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” Matthew 4:17

Jesus didn’t start preaching in Jerusalem, but in Capernaum, in the northern part of Israel which was considered a backwater, insignificant area. But that’s the dark place where the light of the world first went. And His message was consistent: the kingdom has arrived. And remember, He didn’t just proclaim this good news, He proved it was true with miracles and signs.

Two Declarations of Good News:
· The Kingdom of heaven Arrived in Jesus
“And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease…” Matthew 4:23

What was the sign that a new, spiritual kingdom had arrived in this Jewish teacher? Healing. The reversal of the original curse on Adam and Eve. Before Adam and Eve’s rebellion against God’s one rule, there was no death or disease. But as soon as the first couple ate from the forbidden tree death started working its way in them and in the whole world, as God had warned them it would. 

John the Baptist came to question either Jesus’ identity as the Messiah or His TIMING with His ministry. John sent some of his disciples to ask Jesus if He was the One. Jesus answered by quoting Isaiah 35. 

· The Kingdom of heaven Arrived in Jesus
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom… Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer…” Isaiah 35:1,5

600 years before Jesus was born, Isaiah prophesied about the return of Israel from their exile in Babylon: a time of blessing after their time of suffering, symbolized as water in the desert. The sign that this full blessing was upon them was this specific list of miracles: blind eyes opened, deaf ears unstopped, lame people dancing and mute people singing. Jesus quoted this to John’s disciples, pointing out those were exactly the kind of miracles He was constantly performing. What more are you looking for there, cousin? 

So that was the first declaration of the good news: the kingdom of heaven arrived in Jesus. The sign of that arrival was HEALING, particularly among the Jewish people. Don’t miss that point. The Jewish people were looking for a different sign: military conquest. Jesus continually deflected that expectation because that complete victory and restoration of the independence and reign over the land of Israel would be in Jesus SECOND coming, not His first. That full justice and righteousness everywhere in Israel would be the DAY OF THE LORD at the end of the age. But “right now,” Jesus was saying, “the kingdom has arrived.” 

That first declaration tied directly to the second one. 

Two Declarations of Good News:
· The King (Messiah) from heaven is Jesus
“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” Matthew 1:1

For a kingdom to arrive, there had to be a KING. That language was no mistake. Jesus was making a direct claim to BE the long-awaited Messianic King. We often miss that meaning with the familiar title for Jesus “Christ.” Christ was the Greek translation of the Hebrew word Messiah. And Messiah meant king. It meant ANOINTED ONE. 

Remember when the prophet Samuel went to Jesse’s house and was led by the Lord to anoint the next king, after the Lord had rejected Saul? He called up all of Jesse’s sons, but the Lord said “Nope,” about each one until the prophet said, “Are these all of your sons?” And Jesse admitted, well there is one more but he’s out with the sheep. Samuel wouldn’t let anyone sit down or even snack until David was brought to them. 

Then how did the prophet symbolize the fact that God had chosen David as the next king of Israel? He anointed David with ceremonial oil, pouring it over his head. David didn’t become king for another 15 years. But God’s anointing came upon him in the form of the Holy Spirit’s special empowerment, which had left King Saul. 

2,000 years ago, the title “Christ” or Messiah would have brought that story and imagery to mind. Christ meant King. An ancient Jewish person who heard the name Jesus Christ heard it to mean King Jesus. Our long-awaited King has finally come!

And Jesus was not subtle about this claim. By announcing the arrival of the Kingdom of heaven Jesus was overtly stating, “I am your King.” This was Jesus’ first sermon in the Nazareth synagogue, quoting Isaiah 61 and then declaring it FULFILLED in that moment. 

Two Declarations of Good News:
· The King (Messiah) from heaven is Jesus
“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor…” Isaiah 61:1-2

Jesus claimed that God Himself - Yahweh - had anointed HIM to preach this good news of the kingdom and prove His identity by healing people and setting them free. All of this would indicate that it was the year of JUBILEE - the year of the Lord’s favor. 

The other title Jesus chose - the one He used much more often - was Son of Man. And that was not a subtle claim either, if you know Daniel 7. Eventually the Jewish authorities put 2 and 2 together and realized what Jesus was claiming, and charged him with blasphemy – claiming to be God; which He was. 

Two Declarations of Good News:
· The King (Messiah) from heaven is Jesus
“Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” Matthew 25:30-31

The clouds and the glory and all nations bowing down – it was completely explicit. It was this kind of teaching that led Peter to overtly say, “You are the Christ, the Son of God,” when Jesus asked, “What about YOU, who do YOU say that I am.” 

So that’s our first half of the message today: the good news Jesus came to announce. 

Two Declarations of Good News:
· The Kingdom of heaven Arrived in Jesus 
· The King (Messiah) from heaven is Jesus 

Two important distinctions here. Two announcements Jesus DID NOT make. First, He did not proclaim the new Kingdom of ISRAEL. That is what most of the Jews wanted Him to do. “If you are the Son of David and the Son of God, get rid of these Romans and mobilize your army and restore the glory of the kingdom of Israel!”

Sometimes today, though it makes no sense in terms of Biblical interpretation, people try to apply OT promises and prophesies to the US and modern politics. Jesus did not proclaim His blessing on the United States of America. First of all, it didn’t exist. But mainly His concern was a SPIRITUAL, heavenly kingdom established in the hearts of people, not an earthly throne or earthly nation. 

Second distinction here. Jesus did not proclaim ALL PEOPLE to be automatically enrolled in His kingdom. He did not preach or teach UNIVERSAL salvation. He called people to repent and find in HIM salvation and transformation. But only those who turned from this world and all other allegiances and committed their lives to Him. That is who has citizenship in His kingdom both now and forever. Which brings us to the two exhortations in Matthew’s introduction. 

Two Exhortations to Respond to this News:
· Repent by confessing and turning away from your sins 
“And they were baptized by [John] in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.” Matthew 3:6

There is some debate around who invented baptism. If you have to decide between John the Baptist and Jesus it is clear that John came first and literally baptized Jesus, so between those two options it has to be John. But some scholars believe the Jews had already begun to practice water baptism a few years before John arrived.

That wouldn’t have been a huge revolution for Jews who had been using water for cleansing priests, Levites and holy things related to the tabernacle and temple since the days of Moses. It was just a change of mode from sprinkling and a little hand-washing the full immersion. 
https://www.gotquestions.org/origin-baptism.html

Whatever the precursors to John, the Jewish people understood what was happening when they came to the Jordan River to be baptized. They CONFESSED their sins and responded to John’s message to REPENT. 

Many prophets had called the Jewish people to repent, and some of them called for a RENEWAL of the covenant between God and Israel. So John was very much in line with prophets like Isaiah and Micah and Amos who strongly rebuked the Jewish people for their idolatry, injustice and worldliness, calling them to repent and return to true worship and obedience to the Law of Moses, which centered on the command to “Love the Lord your God with ALL of your heart, soul, mind and strength.” Like the other prophets, John did not pull any punches. 

Two Exhortations to Respond to this News:
· Repent by confessing and turning away from your sins 
“He said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.’” Matthew 3:7-8

John was clear that being baptized wasn’t just a one-time emotional experience, it was a signal for a new life, a new way of life. And he said these words to the Pharisees and Sadducees - the scholars and teachers, the seminary professors and temple preachers of his day. 

True repentance would produce LONG TERM FRUIT. This was a perfect preview of Jesus’ parable of the soils. Some seed fell on the path, and the birds ate it up. Some fell in shallow soil, and it couldn’t take root. Some seed fell among thorns and though it started to grow it was choked out by the weeds and thorns. To people who understood farming, all three of these conditions are bad: path, shallow, thorny – because NONE produced edible fruit. The purpose of farming was to raise a crop that you could eat or sell. So, the good soil shows three levels of productivity: 30, 60 and 100 times what was sown. 

Again, farmers understood that not all fields had the same quality of soil. And not all seed produced the same yield. Some fields and some seeds are better than others. What makes the difference? How much FRUIT. 

John called for the long-term fruit of a CHANGED LIFE - the same thing Jesus would do when He started to preach and teach. 

Two Exhortations to Respond to this News:
· Repent by confessing and turning away from your sins 
“Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” Matthew 3:10

These were not vague or ambiguous terms. John was using a metaphor here but it was a very SERIOUS one. Will you be like a non-fruit bearing tree that is chopped down and burned up? Or will you be like a fruit-bearing tree that is nurtured and produces fruit every season? 

The call to REPENT was to turn from all of your other commitments and allegiances and pledge yourself to the kingdom of heaven. And Jesus used exactly the same phrasing as John. He did not qualify it or soften it. 

Two Exhortations to Respond to this News:
· Repent by confessing and turning away from your sins 
“From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” Matthew 4:17

The arrival of this new spiritual kingdom, and really the arrival of the KING from heaven was God’s clear and irrevocable call to all people to turn away from this world and all of our sins. It is not enough to just stand up or raise your hand and say, “I’m a sinner.” It’s a call to REPENTANCE – to a whole new direction in life, to a whole new LIFE.  To repent is to turn around. It is to recognize you have been going the wrong way, to admit that was sin, a violation of God’s commands, and to commit to going the other direction, in line with God’s commands. Which is the second exhortation.

Two Exhortations to Respond to this News:
· Commit to Follow Jesus as your King 
“Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Matthew 3:15

John expressed the disparity of him being the one to baptize Jesus, the Messiah, protesting that it should be the other way around. But Jesus was committed to fulfilling all righteousness as prescribed in God’s Law. In order to lead Israel, and the people around them, into a life of righteousness devoted fully to God, Jesus had to first model that complete devotion with His own life. And God the Father affirmed Jesus right then as He was baptized. 

Two Exhortations to Respond to this News:
· Commit to Follow Jesus as your King 
“And behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’” Matthew 3:17

The Holy Spirit came down on Jesus in the form of a dove, then God the Father spoke audibly to confirm Jesus’ identity as His divine Son and to affirm Jesus’ commitment to fulfill all righteousness. 

All who commit to following Jesus are committing to the WAY of Jesus – which is to fulfill all righteousness. Jesus made it clear that He did not come to abolish the OT Law and prophets, but rather to FULFILL them. 

We are going to spend the next several months walking slowly through the sermon on the mount which is Jesus’ manifesto, His comprehensive exposition of what it looks like to fulfill all righteousness in the kingdom of heaven that had arrived in Him. 

The main thing this looks like is turning away from this world and committing to follow JESUS as your king. The default setting in our world today is for everyone to be their own king. Follow your heart and don’t let anyone hold you back from being yourself. In Biblical terms this makes everyone an idolater, worshiping themselves and the things of this world that seem to promise happiness and fulfillment. 

Who or what is the KING of your life? What do you love, trust and serve the most? Money… love… family… work… kids… yourself…? What, if you lost it, would make you feel like life was not worth living? That is your true king, your functional GOD. Matthew introduces us to four fishermen and shows us how Jesus called His first followers to leave their previous lives behind and become His disciples. 

Two Exhortations to Respond to this News:
· Commit to Follow Jesus as your King 
“And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’” Matthew 4:19

Jesus saw two brothers our fishing and he called them to a whole new kind of fishing – no longer for fish but now for people. Their response is very significant.

Two Exhortations to Respond to this News:
· Commit to Follow Jesus as your King 
“Immediately they left their nets and followed him.” Matthew 4:20

The key word in that verse is IMMEDIATELY. They did not hesitate or make excuses. They heard the voice of this rabbi and obeyed. It’s helpful to understand the cultural context of this invitation. Not just anyone got an invitation to follow a Jewish rabbi. Only the best of the best had an opportunity like this. It was like being offered a full ride scholarship to Harvard Law or MIT engineering school. 

The excellent new show, The Chosen, fills in some extra details around this moment. We know from Luke 5 that before this invitation Jesus had already proven His power to Simon and Andrew through a miraculous catch of fish. And they had already heard him preach and teach. Andrew had been following John the Baptist, so Andrew had heard John point to Jesus as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

So this moment in Matthew 4 is not the first contact these young men had with the rabbit named Jesus from Nazareth. They had already heard his identity and seen His power. Now they had to decide whether or not to follow Him.

What was YOUR turning point? What was the moment when Jesus called YOUR NAME and invited you to follow Him? Right after calling Simon and Andrew, Jesus turns to their business partners in a boat just down the shore from them. 

Two Exhortations to Respond to this News:
· Commit to Follow Jesus as your King 
“And he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.” Matthew 4:21-22

James and John had helped bring in the miraculous catch of fish. They worked closely with Simon and Andrew, so no doubt they had heard Andrew’s testimony and the message of John the Baptist. So James and John had also been prepared for this summons from Jesus.

What about you? How did God prepare you for that moment Jesus would call you? How did God show you His love and power and goodness? 

I grew up going to church, so I heard about Jesus from my parents and from many others at the EFCA Church in my hometown north of Chicago. There were many ways that God prepared me to hear and respond to the call of Jesus: hymns and songs we sang, Bible verses I learned in Sunday School and in our Wednesday night Bible club, many friends my age and also older people in the church who showed me what it looked like to love and follow Jesus. 

My parents also taught us to pray and trust the Lord to provide for us. Dad showed us what God’s generosity and care looked like. And Mom showed us what God’s love and compassion felt like. 

So, when I was a young teenager and very clearly heard the Lord calling me away from my selfishness and sin, I was very prepared for that moment, much like Simon and Andrew, James and John. But I still had to make a choice about which way I would go and who would be the real king of my life. 

Have you made YOUR choice? Have you heard Jesus calling your name? Have you left your past life behind and committed to following Jesus? This is our summary today:

Two Declarations of Good News:
· The Kingdom of heaven Arrived in Jesus 
· The King (Messiah) from heaven is Jesus 

Two Exhortations to Respond to this News:
· Repent by confessing and turning away from your sins 
· Commit to Follow Jesus as your King

John the Baptist and Jesus both announced that the kingdom of heaven had arrived. At the heart of that proclamation of good news was the message that Jesus, the Messiah, the King had arrived. A kingdom has to have a King. That was the two-part declaration that Jesus announced and the Matthew documented in his gospel account.

Then we see John the Baptist and Jesus calling people to RESPOND to this good news. There are two sides to this response: repentance and commitment. First you must turn from yourself and your sin and then you must commit to following Jesus. You can’t follow Jesus without first repenting. And repentance alone is not enough – that just positions you to surrender to Jesus. 

First you must turn around from the direction you’ve been going, then you must make Jesus your Lord and king. Four fishermen heard the call of Jesus and left everything IMMEDIATELY to follow Him. 

What about you? Have you made that life-changing commitment? 

If you HAVE NOT, then it’s time to stop hesitating and leave your past behind to make Jesus your king. Leave your nets and your boat and your family and all other allegiances behind because Jesus is the great King – He is the anointed Messiah of Israel; the Son of God; the Creator of all things; the exalted Son of Man who reigns over all things and is coming soon in great power and glory. 

If you HAVE then it’s part of your mission now to CALL OTHERS to join us on this path. Our mission, like that of Jesus, is to proclaim the good news of the kingdom and call people to repent and commit to Jesus as King. 

Let’s take a minute right now to pray and reflect on where we stand. A lot of people know ABOUT Jesus but have not fully devoted their lives to Him. They have not made Jesus their KING but only listen to His teachings from a distance. 

Once you are clear about where YOU stand with Jesus, ask the Lord to show you a person or two that you can invite to learn more about Jesus and to consider His claims. 

Let’s pray. 



