Endurance
Matthew 5:1-12


“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven… Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:3, 10

Why persecution is a blessing:
· It C__________ you as a citizen of God’s kingdom (v. 10, 12)

· It C__________ you with the experience of Jesus and the prophets 
(v. 11-12; Philippians 3:8-10)

· It challenges you to grow in C____________ to be more like Jesus 
(v. 10; Romans 5:3-4; James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-7)

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 
James 1:2-4

The kind of persecution that is a blessing:
· For R_______________ (v. 10; 1 Pet. 2:19-20)

· For J_______ (v. 11)

· For E_______ (v. 12; Heb. 11:35-40)

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” Jim Elliot


Endurance
Matthew 5:1-12


“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven… Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:3, 10

Why persecution is a blessing:
· It Confirms you as a citizen of God’s kingdom (v. 10, 12)

· It Connects you with the experience of Jesus and the prophets 
(v. 11-12; Philippians 3:8-10)

· It challenges you to grow in Character to be more like Jesus 
(v. 10; Romans 5:3-4; James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-7)

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 
James 1:2-4

The kind of persecution that is a blessing:
· For Righteousness (v. 10; 1 Pet. 2:19-20)

· For Jesus (v. 11)

· For Eternity (v. 12; Heb. 11:35-40)

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” Jim Elliot
