


Peacemakers
Matthew 5:1-10

We hope everyone has a memorable and joy-filled Christmas week! Look at how beautifully our Advent season lines up with the beatitudes!

	11/30
	Advent: Faith
	“Hunger and thirst”

	12/7
	Advent: Love
	“Merciful”

	12/14
	Advent: Joy
	“Pure in heart”

	12/21
	Advent: Peace
	“Peacemakers”

	12/24
	Advent: Christ
	“Blessed”



Isn’t that a special gift from the Lord to line it all up so nicely? I wish I could claim to have planned it out, but it just fell into place like this as if SOMEONE had planned it all out!

Back on Thanksgiving weekend we started advent with the theme of FAITH – looking back on the first coming of the Lord Jesus even as we look ahead to His second coming. We “hunger and thirst” for His righteousness and trust Him to fill us so we are fully satisfied in Him alone. 
· Then we reflected on the Love of God in sending His only Son for us, to be born of a virgin and to live as a fully human baby, growing up with all of the struggles and suffering we face every day! Jesus showed us what it looks like to be merciful and compassionate.
· In Advent season we always appreciate God’s grace to reveal the arrival of the Messiah first to humble shepherds, with the angel announcing, “Good news of great joy that will be for all people.” The greatest joy in life is for those who SEE GOD, which is the blessing promised to the pure in heart, who love God with all we are. 
· Jesus came to pay the price for our Peace with God and to show us the blessing for those who are peacemakers and will therefore be called “sons of God.” 
· Finally, on Christmas Eve, we will celebrate the Blessing for all who put their faith in the promises of God as Mary and Joseph did and experienced His wonderful favor upon them. Be sure to come back to celebrate the birth of Jesus with us Wednesday!

The repeated refrain of the beatitudes is BLESSED. This is where true and eternal blessing is found: in Jesus. 
The first and last blessing pronounced is “theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” All of these qualities are blessed because they are the marks of a person who belongs to Jesus by faith and in Christ are found “every spiritual blessing.” [image: ]

This is THE BLESSED LIFE, the good life, the happy life. Jesus is the spring of living water. He alone has the water of life you can drink and never thirst again. 

Today we focus on the seventh beatitude:

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

One of the key principles we have learned from the beatitudes is that you have to take them in order. No one can jump from being poor in spirit to immediately become a peacemaker. You have to work through them from one to the next. Pastor Colin Smith calls that Momentum in his excellent book and Bible study, which we will be offering early in the new year!

Colin describes being pure in heart and being a peacemaker like a HURDLE you have to jump over. And no Olympic HURDLER would stand right next to a hurdle and try to jump over it from a standing position. No. They would back up a long way and build up some momentum in order to leap over the hurdle with some speed. That is what the beatitudes enable us to do. We work through the spiritual growth progression of trusting in Jesus and walking with Him, one step at a time. 

I bet most of us have known someone who has gotten divorced. Usually by the time you hear about a couple that is talking about divorce, they are pretty far down the road of conflict, and it is very difficult to step in and try to help them work out their issues. If you have a lot of relationship with them, you might attempt to pray with them and try to hash out the issues to see if they might be willing to see a counselor or pastor or plumber or electrician or something. 

Divorce is a serious conflict, built up over many years, and that kind of conflict is very difficult to reconcile even for the most patient and skilled counselor. But Jesus says there is a special blessing for those who do the work to make peace between people in conflict. 

Do you see how you would need to build up some momentum to even consider helping a couple like this? You would need to pray with lots of humility and poverty of spirit. You would need to mourn with each person individually, grieving sincerely over their pain and frustration. You would need to be very meek and submissive, making it clear you aren’t trying to come in and boss them around, but sincerely coming to help the couple listen to and understand each other better. 

You would have to hunger and thirst for righteousness, pleading with God and the couple with hope and faith for reconciliation. You would have to be filled with the mercy and compassion of Jesus Himself. You would need to really seek purity of heart to be sure your motives were right. 

THEN, and only THEN would you have the spiritual momentum built up to attempt to enter a situation like this. 

Maybe for you right now it’s your own marriage that needs help. Maybe it’s a conflict at work or in your neighborhood. Maybe it’s something with your kids and grandkids or someone else in your extended family. 

The same principles apply. The beatitudes give us a road map to follow to build up spiritual momentum and strength to leap a hurdle like this and grow as a PEACEMAKER. And don’t miss the unique blessing for those who are peacemakers: “They shall be called SONS of God.” What a privilege! What an honor! To be seen and known as those who belong to the Lord God, as His children! 

We will see today three characteristics of PEACEMAKERS, mostly from 2 Corinthians 5. Let’s turn there together now.

Peacemakers:
· Children of God Belong to Him by faith in Jesus
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Notice the key phrase there: “In Christ.” At the moment you call on Jesus to forgive your sins and become your Savior and Lord you move from being dead IN SIN to being alive IN CHRIST. The old you is nailed to the cross and a new you is born, rising to new life. 

That is what baptism symbolizes: you go under water to represent the death of your old self. And you come up from the water as a sign of your new life, your RESURRECTION in Jesus. Look at how Paul says it in Ephesians 2.

Peacemakers:
· Children of God Belong to Him by faith in Jesus
“But God, being rich in mercy… even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:4-6

Three miracles at the moment of salvation: made alive with Christ, raised up and seated with Him. Before Jesus, you were dead in sin. After you came to Jesus in faith, your position before God and your spiritual condition changed completely. From death to life. From in the grave to raised up. From lost to found. From slave to free. From this world to seated in the heavenly places! From an orphan to being an adopted child of God!

Peacemakers:
· Children of God Belong to Him by faith in Jesus
“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” John 1:12

Simply by faith in the Lord Jesus, by receiving Him as your Savior and Lord, you have the right to become a child of God! Born again into the family of God. An heir destined to inherit the kingdom that belongs to King Jesus! So now, according to Romans 8, your heart cries out to God, “Abba, Father!” 

Peacemakers:
· Children of God Belong to Him by faith in Jesus
“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” 
Romans 8:16

What a privilege and joy to pray to God as your everlasting Father! We pray in the Name of Jesus – not as a magic formula, but as a profession of faith stating that none of us claims the right of access or status before God apart from the Lord Jesus, but only in Him and through Him do we dare approach the throne of grace with freedom and confidence. 

Back in the beatitudes, Jesus pronounces this blessing on those who are peacemakers: “they shall be called sons of God.” The only way to become a son or daughter of God is to put your faith in Jesus and be born again as a new creation in Him. Then you are adopted forever as a child of God, an heir of the kingdom, secure in Christ forever. 

The first characteristic of a peacemaker is that we are children of God who belong to Him by faith in Jesus. Second:

Peacemakers:
· Children of God are Like Him by the grace of the gospel
“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:18

As those who have been reconciled to God by faith in the Lord Jesus, we now have the ministry of Jesus – helping others to be reconciled to God as well. This is tremendously misunderstood today. People think that humans are mostly good so even if there is a God there isn’t any conflict to resolve. 

C.S. Lewis said this well in Mere Christianity. People are not just a little ignorant and in need of some education; we are not slightly imperfect and needing a little improvement… We are REBELS who must lay down our arms. 

But the mindset since the Enlightenment 300 years ago is that the problem is not sinful hearts inside selfish human beings in need of salvation and total transformation. No, enlightened Europeans rejected all of that religious tyranny in the name of rationalism. The fault in the world is not human beings but society itself and primarily religious spirituality that conflicts with rational thought. Salvation is not found in some religious book or set of beliefs but in the harnessing of human thought and freedom from oppressive organizations like the church. 

Oh, how far we’ve come! The Enlightenment has now matured into modern 21st century arrogance and overt humanism – the exaltation of people and the rejection of God and religion. 

But the Bible clearly states that sinful humans are in desperate need of reconciliation.

The Need for Reconciliation:
“Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.” Romans 5:9-10

People are not basically good – all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Apart from the Lord Jesus we are proud, selfish, sinful rebels who shake our fist at the Almighty and do all we can to exalt ourselves and indulge our own desires. The Bible calls this spiritual DEATH, deserving God’s judgment and WRATH. Look at Ephesians 2

The Need for Reconciliation:
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked… among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” Ephesians 2:1-3

How does God describe the person who does not belong to Jesus? DEAD. In sin. Slaves to sinful desires. Children of wrath. Like the rest of mankind. This is the universal condition of humans: dead in sin; enslaved to selfish desires; destined for wrath. In other words, enemies of God. Estranged from Him. At WAR with our Creator. So, we come back to the good news in 2 Corinthians 5. 

Peacemakers:
· Children of God are Like Him by the grace of the gospel
“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:18

Not only have we been reconciled to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus, but now Jesus has given us that very same ministry: to offer reconciliation to the people around us as God’s ambassadors of peace!

Though we were enemies of God, by faith in the Lord Jesus we have become God’s beloved children. And it is our mission to invite as many people as we can into this reconciled relationship with God as well! Listen to verse 21, one of the most beautiful gospel verses in Scripture!

Peacemakers:
· Children of God are Like Him by the grace of the gospel
“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 2 Corinthians 5:21

On the cross, Jesus BECAME sin – taking all of our sin into His flesh and suffering God’s just wrath for it – so that we would be set free from the penalty and power of sin and BECOME righteous in Christ. 

Peacemakers are called “sons of God,” not as a wishful hope or as a religious falsehood, but as a declaration of Jesus’ victory! At the moment you called on Jesus to save you, He not only forgave your sin, He pronounced you JUSTIFIED in God’s sight. 

Peacemakers:
· Children of God are Like Him by the grace of the gospel
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:23-24

Present tense: “Are JUSTIFIED.” Completed action. How are we justified, or declared righteous? By the grace of God, not by works and entirely through the finished work of Jesus on the cross: His infinite mercy in redemption. 

Having been reconciled to God, we increasingly become LIKE Him as we grow up into the Lord Jesus. 


Peacemakers:
· Children of God are Like Him by the grace of the gospel
“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1 

As those who have been declared righteous by Jesus and in Jesus we HAVE peace with God. It’s not something we hope for or look forward to at some point in the future. It is a gift we have at the moment we believe in Jesus. What a gift! Just a few verses later in Romans 5:

Peacemakers:
· Children of God are Like Him by the grace of the gospel
“For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.” Romans 5:19

Through Adam all people became sinners. Through Jesus – the new Adam – all who believe in Him will not only be declared righteous but will be MADE righteous. Jesus does an inner work of transformation in your heart when you call on Him to save you. He takes your sinful heart and gives you a new heart where the Holy Spirit comes to live. 

To be called a son or daughter of God is to be LIKE God. Just as you are like your own earthly parents, so you become more and more like your spiritual Father in heaven. 

So what does it mean to be peacemakers? First, it means we belong to God as His children by faith in the Lord Jesus. Second, it means we become more and more like our God and Father as we walk with Jesus and are increasingly transformed by His grace. Third:

Peacemakers:
· Children of God join in His Work 
“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:18

Once you have experienced the love and grace of Jesus, it is only natural and fitting to share that life-changing joy with others.
· How much do you think I am talking about Moffitt these days? Quite a bit, let me assure you. When you have a good experience at a hospital or with a certain doctor, you are thrilled to share about that with others, as we are about the whole Moffitt experience.
· When you see a good movie, isn’t it natural to share about it with your friends?
· When you find a good restaurant or a delicious dish, don’t you happily talk about it?

How much more is this true of our spiritual transformation?

Think about the end of World War II. When the news went out that the allies had finally defeated Hitler and the Nazis, wasn’t everyone talking about it? It was all over the news, and no doubt everyone was out in the streets celebrating with their friends and neighbors. 

The Greek word “evangelise,” meant exactly this. When the Romans would defeat one of their enemies or win a major battle, heralds went out to “evangelize,” to proclaim the good news of their victory. 
War was over. Peace had been won. That’s what we proclaim when we share the good news with others. War with God doesn’t need to define you anymore. Peace has been purchased. You can be reconciled with the God of heaven! 

As those who have experienced this peace and victory, God has now given US the ministry of reconciliation! We join in His work!

Peacemakers:
· Children of God join in His Work 
· Reconciling people with God as Ambassadors of the Gospel
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.” 
2 Corinthians 5:20 

What an incredible privilege we have to serve as God’s own ambassadors! We represent the God of the universe as we talk with the people around us. We are sent with God’s own authority to share His message with people who are in conflict with Him and right now destined to face His wrath forever! 

Peacemakers:
· Children of God join in His Work 
· Reconciling people with God as Ambassadors of the Gospel
“We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 2 Corinthians 5:20

So, it is our job to plead with people, to implore them: “Be reconciled to God!” 

Literally, we are staging INTERVENTIONS with the people we care about, helping them see the serious trouble they are in, and appealing to them to escape the wrath to come!

Alcoholics and drug addicts often need several interventions before they are willing to admit they have a problem. They need to hear several appeals from friends and family members and eventually hit their own personal rock bottom before they begin to see that they need help.

The same is often true of non-religious people. They don’t feel a need for religion or Jesus. They feel like life is working out ok, thanks for much. 

So first, we join in the work of Jesus by PRAYING for people. God has to change their hearts to make them OPEN to having a spiritual conversation. When you pray for a friend or family member who is far from God, you are joining in the daily ministry of the Lord Jesus. He “lives to make intercession for us.” That is Jesus’ full-time job right now, even as He upholds the universe with the word of His power. 

So, step one is to pray for people. Step two is to love and serve them. Demonstrate what the love of Jesus looks like. People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.

But it’s important that we GET to the GOOD NEWS eventually. There is an appeal to make. So, the time comes you have to be ready to actually make the appeal!

One of the reasons America won the revolutionary war was FRANCE. Benjamin Franklin was one of just a few ambassadors to France, appealing to them for help against the English. Of course, the French were more than happy to stick it to the Brits however they could. But the French had to be convinced that these American upstarts actually had a chance. And Franklin did an excellent and important job of representing America and making us look like a legitimate world power. 

Because Franklin succeeded as an ambassador, the French did enter the war on our side and send their navy to help, which proved decisive in a couple of the last battles, leading to the final treaty of Paris (1783) and terms of peace between England and America. 

Do you see how much more important OUR MISSION is than even Ben Franklin’s was? Terms of peace have already been established for ANYONE who will call on Jesus in faith. But there are still MILLIONS of people all over the planet who don’t even know the name of Jesus. We are God’s ambassadors to our neighbors and the nations. How are we doing at getting God’s message out? 

One more way we join God’s work as peacemakers:

Peacemakers:
· Children of God join in His Work 
· Reconciling people with One Another as agents of peace
“I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women.” Philippians 4:2-3

Oh, Euodia and Syntyche. Tricky names to pronounce, for one thing. But of all the reasons to be called out in a letter to a church, this is the one that they are documented for 2,000 years: for fighting with each other. Paul begs them to come to an agreement. And he appeals to the listeners to this letter as “true companions” to help these two women get along. In other words, as you listen to this letter, please serve as peacemakers!

Paul writes similar instructions to the church in Corinth about a legal dispute among believers there. 

Peacemakers:
· Children of God join in His Work 
· Reconciling people with One Another as agents of peace
“Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers?” 1 Corinthians 6:5

Paul argues that believers will one day judge ANGELS, so how is it possible that a church not be able to resolve a dispute among its own members? Unbelievably, within this church they were hiring lawyers outside the church to attack one another! 

So here is our summary for today:

Peacemakers:
· Children of God Belong to Him by faith in Jesus 
· Children of God are Like Him by the grace of the gospel 
· Children of God join in His Work 
· Reconciling people with God as Ambassadors of the Gospel
· Reconciling people with One Another as agents of peace 

Peacemakers are blessed for they shall be called sons and daughters of God! The reason we can serve as peacemakers is first because God has made peace with us through the Lord Jesus. We belong to God simply and only because of our faith in Jesus. We become more and more like God, our loving Father, as we are changed by the redeeming, transforming grace of Jesus. 

And as those who have been reconciled with God, we are called to join in His work of reconciliation!

We are God’s ambassadors to a world in conflict with Him, sharing the good news that Jesus has paid for peace with God for anyone who will come to Him in faith.

And we are God’s agents of peace with the people around us – especially fellow believers.

All of this summed up by the Lord Jesus in the simple beatitude:

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

We can’t rush to this one without the momentum from the first six beatitudes. But as the Lord changes us one day at a time; as we experience the life changing love of Jesus, we look more and more like Him, and part of that transformation is to join His work as agents of reconciliation. 

Who needs PEACE right now? Who do you know who is struggling with a conflicted heart or broken relationship? 

Let’s start by simply praying for that person. And be sure to recognize the person who most desperately needs peace right now may be YOU. Again, start by praying that the Lord would give YOU peace. 

Then pray for wisdom from the Lord for the best way to approach this person needing peace so you can serve as a peacemaker for them. 

Let’s pray. 
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