Radical Generosity
Matthew 5:38-42

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them… For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 5:17,20

Old Testament Justice Fulfilled in Jesus-Empowered Generosity:
1. Do not R_______ the evil (v. 38-39; Lev. 24:17-21)
· Endure Painful I__________ (v. 39)
· C__________ Unjust Lawsuits (v. 40)


“Here’s another old saying that deserves a second look: ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’ Is that going to get us anywhere? Here’s what I propose: ‘Don’t hit back at all.’ If someone strikes you, stand there and take it. If someone drags you into court and sues for the shirt off your back, giftwrap your best coat and make a present of it. And if someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously.” Matthew 5: 38-32, The Message


0. Do not R_________ the needy [turn away; turn your back on]
· D__________ Inconvenient Demands (v. 41)
· Concede Costly R____________ (v. 42)


“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ To the contrary, ‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” Romans 12:20-21
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Old Testament Justice Fulfilled in Jesus-Empowered Generosity:
1. Do not Resist the evil (v. 38-39; Lev. 24:17-21)
· Endure Painful Insults (v. 39)
· Concede Unjust Law Suits (v. 40)


“Here’s another old saying that deserves a second look: ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’ Is that going to get us anywhere? Here’s what I propose: ‘Don’t hit back at all.’ If someone strikes you, stand there and take it. If someone drags you into court and sues for the shirt off your back, giftwrap your best coat and make a present of it. And if someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously.” Matthew 5: 38-32, The Message


2. Do not Refuse the needy [turn away; turn your back on]
· Double Inconvenient Demands (v. 41)
· Concede Costly Requests (v. 42)


“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ To the contrary, ‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” Romans 12:20-21
