


God’s Transformational Work
Titus 3:1-8

We studied John 5 last week and saw this remarkable pair of verses:

“So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel.’” John 5:19-20

Just stop and think about the implications of these verses. How did Jesus calm the storm, feed the 5,000, heal the sick, raise the dead and even walk out of the tomb himself? The answer is that He saw the Father preparing the way for these miracles and submitted His will to the Father’s, saying, “Not my will but yours be done.” 

And the Lord called his disciples to the same kind of faith and action. He led them into a boat to cross the Sea of Galilee and halfway across Jesus took a nap and even a big storm didn’t wake him up. That’s one of my favorite shirts right now: Jesus took naps. Be like Jesus. But the disciples went into a panic as the boat started to flood:

“And they went and woke him, saying, ‘Save us, Lord; we are perishing.’ And he said to them, ‘Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?’ Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.” Matthew 8:25-26

Some of what Jesus was showing the disciples in that moment was His power to control the wind and the waves. But it was also a lesson about how God works. “Do you really think the Father sent me here and gathered all of you together so we could die in a storm on this sea? Come on. Think it over; you of little faith. Trust in God’s love; in His power; in His plan.” Then whoosh. Wind and waves stopped. Great calm. On the sea and in the hearts of the disciples. 

Today let’s look at Titus 3 to see how God transforms those who believe in Jesus. Titus and Timothy are the letters Paul wrote to his apprentices – his proteges, his padawan learners who continued his ministry when he was gone. Titus chapters two and three include some of the most powerful summaries of the gospel we have in Scripture; worthy to rival Ephesians 2 and Romans 3. What we will see in Titus today are four ways God transforms those who believe in Jesus. You can find these same gospel truths in Romans and Ephesians as well. 
How God Transforms People who commit to Jesus in faith:
· A new Position 
“So that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life… so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works.” Titus 3:7-8

How does a person experience salvation in order to be justified before God? The answer is right here: by GRACE through FAITH. That’s it. That’s all. Just to be sure he was clear, as he was in Ephesians 2, Paul added a couple verses before these:

How God Transforms People who commit to Jesus in faith:
· A new Position – by grace alone through Faith alone
“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy.” Titus 3:4-5

We are saved by grace through faith. Period. Not by works. No room for anyone to boast. On our own we were dead in sin, lifeless, powerless, enslaved to our own sinful passions and desires. BUT GOD. You were dead and dying, enslaved to your selfishness and sin. BUT GOD reached down to save you from yourself. Not because you were worthy or impressive but entirely by His mercy and grace. Let’s look over at Ephesians 2 just because it’s a verse every believer should know. 

How God Transforms People who commit to Jesus in faith:
· A new Position – by grace alone through Faith alone
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9

We are not saved by works or by obedience to any law, even God’s Law in the Old Testament. There is no room for any boasting by humans, any claims of merit. Our only boast is in Jesus the Savior: only in His finished work on the cross, through His death and resurrection. 

Look just a few verses before this in Ephesians 2:

How God Transforms People who commit to Jesus in faith:
· A new Position – by grace alone through Faith alone
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked… But God, being rich in mercy… even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ…” Ephesians 2:1-2, 4-5

There is the “but God.” Our position before Jesus was DEAD. In Sin. Trapped. Deceived. Enslaved. Defined by sin. Walking in sin. But God, seeing us in that helpless, sinful condition, sent His only Son to save us in order to make us alive in Christ, to raise us up and seat us with Christ in the heavens. United with Jesus. Listen to these three wonderful phrases. From being dead in sin to:

How God Transforms People who commit to Jesus in faith:
· A new Position – by grace alone through Faith alone
“But God, being rich in mercy… made us alive together with Christ…and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:5-6

Alive together. Raised up with him. Seated with him. These phrases are even more clear and striking in the original Greek. The underlined portions are all one word in Greek. Made alive together with. Raised us up with him. Seated us with him. With him. With him. With him. United with Jesus. One with Him. 

The new position is so powerfully presented here. We were dead in sin. That’s where we were. Stuck there. Drowning. Shackled. Bound. Unable to free ourselves. Forever in that state. Lost in that situation. BUT GOD. Only because of His mercy and grace – sent Jesus to save us, breathing new life into our dead souls, raising us up from the grave and seating us with Him in the heavens. Forever. Entirely by grace and only through faith – not at all because of anything we have done – God has given us a new position: forgiven, justified, one with Jesus. That’s the first way God transforms sinners who call on Jesus in faith. Second way. Let’s stay in Ephesians 2, then flip back to Titus 2 and 3.

How God Transforms People who commit to Jesus in faith
· A new Passion – born again with a new Heart that desires and seeks the things of God
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world… — among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh and the mind…” Ephesians 2:1-3

Not only were we in the position of being dead in sin, but our desires were fixed on the sins of our flesh and the ways of this world. Until God changed us completely, giving us a new heart and mind in Christ. Look at Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3.

· A new Passion – born again with a new Heart that desires and seeks the things of God
“That according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love…” Ephesians 3:16-17

· A new Passion – born again with a new Heart that desires and seeks the things of God
“[That you] may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” Ephesians 3:18-19

This is the prayer of every believer and the blessing for every believer: to be filled with all the fullness of God as we come to regularly experience the love of Jesus – how wide and long and high and deep is that love that surpasses knowledge. 

As a follower of Jesus, the passion of your heart is transformed from a love for sin and this world into a love for God and His kingdom. This is not something anyone can manufacture on their own. It is a transformation of the heart for one who has been “born again,” and becomes a “new creation” in Christ. Paul describes it beautifully to Titus:

· A new Passion – born again with a new Heart that desires and seeks the things of God
“He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.” Titus 3:5-6 

By God’s mercy and grace alone – not because we earned it or deserved it or worked a change in ourselves – God saved us and how does Paul describe that? An internal WASHING, a renewal of the Holy Spirit. REGENERATION. That’s the special term for being born again and made new in Christ: regeneration. It’s the complete change of heart and mind that God accomplishes when you put your faith in Jesus.

Salvation is not just a change of your eternal home. Yes, to be saved is to “go to heaven when you die.” But it is also an immediate change of your current heart and life. You are justified and your position before God changes from being dead in sin to being alive in Christ. At the same moment your heart is transformed from loving this world to loving the Lord. Look at how God describes this change long before Jesus came into our world.

· A change of Position and of Passion
“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” Jeremiah 31:33-34

This is God’s description of the New Covenant that would come in Jesus the Messiah. An internal change of heart through the forgiveness of sins. He promised a similar transformation in Ezekiel.

“I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.  And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” Ezekiel 36:25-27

This is more than an external transformation from disobedience to obedience; this is a complete internal change of heart that results in obedience to the Law of God. A change of position, a change of passion. We will come back to the Holy Spirit and the change of POWER that comes with these other transformations. Now let’s look at the third change God accomplishes in the one who believes in Jesus. 

How God Transforms People who commit to Jesus in faith:
· A new Purpose – to serve God and His Kingdom instead of yourself and this world 
“Who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.” Titus 2:14

Three transformations are in this verse: redeemed into a new position in Christ, purified with new passions in Christ and given a new PURPOSE with a zeal for good works. One chapter later Paul says something similar:
· A new Purpose – to serve God and His Kingdom instead of yourself and this world 
“Being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life… I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works.” Titus 3:7-8

Our purpose and priorities shift from the things of this world to the things of God and of eternity. Our true citizenship is in heaven with the Lord, not here on earth. Then we will devote ourselves to good works suited for those who seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, not those who seek our own comforts and pleasures above all. One more time here Paul brings up the matter of good works.

· A new Purpose – to serve God and His Kingdom instead of yourself and this world 
“And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not be unfruitful.” Titus 3:14

We can’t be fruitful for the Lord and His kingdom on our own – only by abiding in Christ can we abound in love and good deeds. But in Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we will bear much fruit for Him and His glory. And that is the fourth transformation the gospel produces in those who have trusted in Jesus.

How God Transforms People who commit to Jesus in faith:
· A new Power – filled with the Holy Spirit to produce His Fruit for the glory of Jesus
“He saved us… according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.” Titus 3:5-6

Just pause for a moment to realize what the doctrine of the Holy Spirit means for us. Jesus told the apostles to wait in Jerusalem, “until you have been filled with power from on high.” He knew that even those who had travelled with him for three years could not continue His ministry without the power of His Spirit guiding and enabling them. To be filled with the Spirit means to have the life and love and power and goodness of Jesus HIMSELF living in our hearts! 

By His grace and mercy alone God saved us, washing us and changing us in our hearts, having poured out on us RICHLY the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Listen to how Paul says it in Romans 8.


· A new Power – filled with the Holy Spirit to produce His Fruit for the glory of Jesus
“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.” Romans 8:11

Here is the essence of the battle Paul describes in this section, the battle between the flesh and the Spirit. Will we follow the old ways of our sinful flesh or will we listen and obey the new ways of the Holy Spirit. The flesh would lead us back into death. The Spirit leads to life. Notice the big IF here. IF the Spirit of God dwells in you then His LIFE will fill your body because He will be in your heart and mind for He will dwell with you and be in you! Look at the fruit the Holy Spirit produces as it states in Galatians 5:

· A new Power – filled with the Holy Spirit to produce His Fruit for the glory of Jesus
“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.” Galatians 5:16-17

Here again, as in Romans 8, is that push and pull between the sinful flesh and the Holy Spirit. If we follow the Spirit of God we will not give in to the passions of the flesh. But if we fall back into the ways of our sinful flesh we will ignore the Holy Spirit and lose touch with His power. Here is what the Spirit produces when we learn to walk in His ways:

· A new Power – filled with the Holy Spirit to produce His Fruit for the glory of Jesus
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23

When we learn to abide in Christ and His fruit grows from our hearts into our lives, this is what it looks like: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness… Paul writes for a Jewish audience, “There is no Law against these things.” We might say to a modern audience, “Now that’s not too shabby, is it?” Anyone want a household like that? A marriage like that? A neighborhood like that? A church like that? 

We can’t claim to be a church that feels like this all the time every time, but I think Oakwood looks this way a lot of the time. And it’s obviously not because you and I are so amazing – it’s the Holy Spirit producing His fruit in us and through us. And that’s the promise of John 15 – if we learn to abide in the love of Jesus, He will produce His fruit in us. Look at the promise of Ephesians 5.
· A new Power – filled with the Holy Spirit to produce His Fruit for the glory of Jesus
“Be filled with the Spirit, (1) addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, (2) singing and (3) making melody to the Lord with your heart, (4) giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, (5) submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.” Ephesians 5:18-21

We’ve highlighted and numbered the five results of a church that is filled with the Holy Spirit. One that is not filled with the Holy Spirit will have different results like (1) prayerlessness; (2) depression; (3) anger; (4) conflict; and (5) immorality. Obviously, a church like this would not be fruitful for the kingdom – so conflicted and divided, so grumpy and spiritually depressed it would not have a good reputation or be engaged in serving the community to have an impact. 

Which is why our calling is to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to walk in the Spirit – actively resisting the flesh and submitting to the leading of the Lord. Let’s close with the Great Commission in Matthew 28. We will come back to this next week as well. 

· A new Power – filled with the Holy Spirit to produce His Fruit for the glory of Jesus
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in [into] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20

The first part is hopefully familiar: go and make disciples of all nations. The job didn’t end there in Jerusalem, and praise the Lord for that, or it would never have come across the ocean to jokers like us. Of course, God had to shake up the church there in Jerusalem, like a can of Coke. They didn’t just spread out and start preaching the good news on their own. So God sent persecution to scatter them around the Middle East and beyond. We should take that lesson from Acts chapter 8 as a stern warning for the church of the West today. Our marching orders are clear: make disciples of ALL NATIONS. Yes, there are still many tongues and tribes and nations where the name of Jesus has NEVER been heard. So the work is not done. 

And let’s take note of the second phrase: baptizing them in the name; or “into the name,” which is actually more grammatically and theologically correct. When a new believer is baptized, part of the reason we use full immersion under water for baptism, is to show the meaning visually of what happens at the moment of salvation. The new believer is immersed, fully immersed in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And that is how Jesus can truly promise to be with us ALWAYS, to the end of the age. Because as those who have been united with Him by faith, His Spirit comes to live in our hearts forever. So it’s not overstating the facts to say that the Spirit of Jesus Himself comes to live in our hearts at that moment of saving faith. And He brings all of these gifts with Him at that exact moment:

How God Transforms People who commit to Jesus in faith: 
· A new Position – by grace alone through faith alone
· A new Passion – born again with a new Heart that desires and seeks the things of God 
· A new Purpose – to serve God and His Kingdom instead of yourself and this world 
· A new Power – filled with the Holy Spirit to produce His Fruit for the glory of Jesus

Here is the transforming grace of the Lord Jesus. Here is what it means to be born again and a new creation in Christ. 
1. First, you receive a new position in Christ. No longer dead in sin and enslaved to this world.
2. Second, you are given a new heart, with new desires, a new mind to seek God first and His kingdom.
3. Third, God gives you a new purpose to serve Him and His kingdom first.
4. And finally, God gives you a new power – His own Holy Spirit to fill your heart and guide your steps for the rest of your life.  

I hope you have experienced this for yourself as Jesus has come in to change your life. I also hope you have seen this in someone else, as you saw Jesus come and transform them from the inside out. 




