


Join God in His Work
John 5:16-27

A five-year-old was given a dollar every week for his allowance. Kids, an allowance was an old way that people used to bribe their children to do chores like washing the dishes or taking out the trash. Now we just tell you to do those things and don’t bother with the dollar. We cut out the middleman and use threats instead: want dinner, kid? Like that bed you sleep in? 

Anyway, this little boy got a dollar every week. Most of the time, the little boy took his dollar, with Mom, to the store and bought a piece of candy or gum. 

But this week, the boy had a better idea. So, he went to Dad and said, “Dad, I want to save my dollar this week and buy a bike.” Dad didn’t hesitate. He was glad to see the intention to save for something bigger than a piece of candy. So he said, “Sure. Let’s go to the store.” And off they went. Straight to the bike section. The boy chose the one he wanted, and Dad said, “Let’s take it to the front.”

They wheeled the bike up front right to the checkout person. The boy placed his dollar bill on the counter, and Dad said, “Why don’t you go on out to the car with Mom?” Cheerfully, the boy did, excited about his new bike. Dad paid the balance due and rolled the bike out to the van. In a few minutes the little boy was learning the basics of balance and movement, ecstatic about his brilliant “purchase.”

It wasn’t until years later that he realized what had actually happened. Dad didn’t tell him. Only later did he see that his dollar contributed very little to the purchase of that bike. But Dad was very glad to have his son involved in the process. He learned a lot by skipping the candy that week and investing in something bigger, something better. And best of all was the shared experience of working with Dad to learn how to ride a bike. 

Now, look at our key verse for this sermon series, “Join God in His work.”

“Jesus gave them this answer: ‘Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.’” John 5:19 NIV

Even Jesus Himself humbly placed Himself in this position of depending completely on the Father. Consider the implications of this verse in the gospel of John alone.

	“Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; 
he can do only what he sees his Father doing.” John 5:19, NIV

	Water into wine (ch. 2)
	Heals official’s son (ch. 4)
	Heals paralytic (ch. 5)

	Feeds 5,000 (ch. 6)
	Walks on water (ch. 6)
	Heals blind man (ch. 9)

	Raises dead man (ch. 11)
	Rises from dead (ch. 20)
	Miracles in John



How did Jesus do any of these remarkable miracles? Just before making this statement Jesus saw a man who had been paralyzed for 38 years at a pool in Bethesda – a desperate man waiting for the “healing waters” to be stirred up so he could drag himself in and hopefully be healed. But Jesus saw that God the Father was doing something special in this man’s life and simply commanded him to get up, take his bed and walk. This was a tricky thing God was doing because it was a Sabbath day, so not only was the Father healing a man from terrible suffering, He was deliberately opening the blind eyes of a bunch of religious fools who thought the Sabbath was about their control over people and religious activities. 

How did Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead? We get a little more of the details on this one. Martha, the sister of Lazarus, was worried that if they rolled the stone away it would smell really bad because four days had already gone by so the dead body would have decomposed a lot by then. But Jesus knew something else was happening that was bigger than Martha or Mary, bigger than Lazarus. 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.’” John 11:40-42

Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out,” and the dead man came walking out of the tomb.  
· The wind and waves obey Him.
· Water obeyed Him and turned into wine.
· Sickness obeyed Him.
· Demons did exactly what He said, when He said it.
· Even dead people listened immediately to His voice. 

Jesus did these things because God the Father was showing people the truth about Him – God the Son. “That they may believe that you sent me.” This was Jesus’ prayer in John 17 as He prepared to face the cross.

“I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.” John 17:4-5

How could Jesus go bravely into death itself? Because He knew the Father was at work. And the mission of Jesus’ life was to join in that work. Just as it is our mission to join in the work of God. Amazingly, God invites us to join in His ongoing work. Today we will see three parts of God’s invitation to join Him. Three principles to keep in mind as we pursue our mission to join God in His work. 

God’s Invitation to Join Him:
1. God is Always working
“Jesus said to them, ‘My Father is still working all the time so I am working also.’” John 5:17, NLV

The little “wink” in this statement, given the healing Jesus just performed in John 5 and how the previously crippled man was carrying his mat on a Sabbath day, really meant:

God’s Invitation to Join Him:
1. God is Always working
“My Father is still working all the time [even on the Sabbath] so I am working also.” John 5:17, NLV

And even there it wasn’t about the Sabbath; it was about authority. Who got to decide what could be done on which days of the week? Who determined what happened in what parts of the city? Here was this backwater rabbi stirring up trouble in Jerusalem. And rumors were spreading of his dramatic miracles. Something had to be done! Look at the next verse:

God’s Invitation to Join Him:
1. God is Always working
“The Jews tried all the more to kill Him, not only because He had worked on the Day of Rest, but because He had also called God His Own Father. This made Him the same as God.” John 5:18, NLV
So, the real issue here: would the Jewish people – particularly the Jewish leaders – join in the work GOD was doing, or would they insist on their own work, their own authority, their own control?

And the question is the same for us right here today. Will we join in the work GOD is doing? Will we pay attention to His work, His will, His glory and His kingdom? Or will we do our own thing, seeking our own comforts and desires? 

So here is our first lesson for today and this summer series:

God’s Invitation to Join Him:
1. God is Always working
“My Father is still working all the time [even on the Sabbath] so I am working also.” John 5:17, NLV

Since God is always working, are we also always working – always seeking to join in the work of God? Or do we really want the control ourselves? Do we want to protect our own authority and agenda? Here is an encouraging reminder from Psalm 121.
“I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.” Psalm 121:1-3 
“Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.” Psalm 121:4-6
I’m particularly sensitive to the need for SLEEP right now. I’m very glad for my sleepy time at night and also my nappy time in the middle of the day. Which makes me all the more grateful that we worship a God who does not need sleep. His eyes are always open, His ears always listening, His hands always holding us, His power always protecting us. 

So let’s start out with deep gratitude that our God is ALWAYS working. Even in our pain and suffering and hardship, God is drawing us closer to Him. Just because life is difficult doesn’t mean God has abandoned you – His goal is always to work in our hearts and lives to draw us closer to Him; to show us more of His love; to shape us more and more into the image of Jesus. So first we know that God is always working. Second part of God’s invitation to join Him.

God’s Invitation to Join Him:
2. God Allows us to see what He is doing
“For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel.” John 5:20

God the Father showed God the Son ALL that He was doing. The Trinitarian Godhead of Father, Son and Holy Spirit are not divided in any way. They are eternally united as One God in three persons, but without any division of purpose or desire or work or intent. 

The Trinity is not easy to understand, but the doctrine is impossible to miss if you are a student of Scripture. The gospel of John is a prominent example. Jesus is constantly making reference to the Father, and later will give a lot of information about the coming Comforter or Holy Spirit. So if there is one Person to blame for our doctrine of the Trinity, His name is Jesus. 

And look at that first phrase in verse 20 here, “The Father LOVES the Son.” Father, Son and Spirit are eternally united – past, present and future – in a loving union. Inseparable, all-knowing, all-powerful, an overflowing fountain of glorious love. And we have the indescribable privilege of stepping into that fountain. As C.S. Lewis says in Mere Christianity, God invites us to join in the eternal DANCE – to BATHE in the fountain of His ever-flowing exchange of love. 

Part of the eternal love of God the Father is the sharing of knowledge and plans and work. The Trinity shows us what love really looks like, what it feels like – what unity is, what harmony feels like. This is one of the reasons the life of Jesus is so important for us to study: because God wants our relationship with Him to be patterned after the Father-Son relationship within the Godhead. 

The “greater works,” phrase is a clue to what is coming later. 

God’s Invitation to Join Him:
2. God Allows us to see what He is doing
“Whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.” John 14:12

The reason the apostles of Jesus were able to do greater things than even HE did while He was on earth was not because those apostles were so impressive, but because Jesus had ascended to the Father’s side and begun to intercede for them, as he still does for you and me today. The reason we struggle to believe John 14:12 is because we don’t understand or appreciate the Trinity. It doesn’t register for us that Jesus being at the Father’s side and interceding for us is the greatest advantage anyone could have in the whole universe. But the Holy Spirit being in our hearts and Jesus at the Father’s side is the best case situation. This is how God allows us to see what He is doing in any given situation. Read John 14, 15 and 16 later for more perspective on how the Holy Spirit brings us into the work God continues to do on this earth. Here is one example.

God’s Invitation to Join Him:
2. God Allows us to see what He is doing
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” John 14:26

What else do we need but to remember the teachings of Jesus? Later in this message, in John 16, Jesus promises that the Spirit will “guide you into all truth” (16:13). Then in John 17 Jesus prays that the Spirit would sanctify us in the truth of God’s Word. Here is the main thing God is doing right now:

2. God Allows us to see what He is doing
· Working in the Hearts of people
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me.” John 6:44-45

God is drawing people to Jesus from all over the world, from every tongue and tribe and nation. No one can come to Jesus apart from this work of God, moving in that person’s heart. Jesus compares it to a shepherd calling his sheep. Sheep come to know the voice and call of their shepherd. They will scatter if a stranger or thief tries to call them. But when they hear their own shepherd they will come – one by one and as a group. 

2. God Allows us to see what He is doing
· Working in the Hearts of people
“The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” John 10:3-5

Jesus is the good shepherd. He calls out to people, and those who belong to Him come when they hear His voice. This is why Jesus repeatedly used the phrase, “Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

Our job is not to make people come, our job is to proclaim the call of Jesus, and those that God is drawing will come to the Lord Jesus. They will hear the voice of their shepherd and come at His call. A key verse about this process is in Romans 8.

2. God Allows us to see what He is doing
· Working in the Hearts of people
“And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” Romans 8:29

The word “CALLED” is an important one in the New Testament. “Called to be saints,” comes up in many of the letters. Paul saw himself as having been “called to be an apostle, and set apart for the gospel of God” (Rom. 1:1). Notice how powerful and effective this calling is, as written in Romans 8: the ones God chose before time began are the ones He called, those He called He justified, declaring them righteous in Christ, and those God justified are guaranteed of being GLORIFIED on the last day when Christ returns to make all things new. 

This is the work God is doing in all the earth: gathering in all of His children. And this is not just a New Testament doctrine – it was foretold in Isaiah and elsewhere in the OT.

· God is working in the Hearts of people
“In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush… and from the coastlands of the sea. He will raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.” Isaiah 11:11-12

This is the famous passage about the shoot from the stump of Jesse – the Messiah from the line of David – growing up out of Israel and calling all nations to Himself. The result: “The earth” the WHOLE earth “will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” (Is. 11:9). 

This is the work God is doing. He is filling up the whole world with the knowledge of His glory – the glory of Jesus in particular. And this is what Jesus said had to happen, back in John 3 Jesus said he would be lifted up like Moses lifted up the serpent staff in the wilderness. Those bitten by snakes just had to look on that staff and they would survive the snake bite. Notice what Jesus said in John 12:

· God is working in the Hearts of people
“‘And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die.” John 12:32-33

All people. The whole world filled with His glory - the glory of the cross and the empty tomb. And as the Name of Jesus is lifted up all people will be drawn to that Name – the only Name under heaven by which anyone can be saved. In this way, God the Father will glorify Jesus and gather in the remnant of His people to salvation in Jesus. 

So living on mission with King Jesus is about joining the work of God. First we see that God is always working. He never sleeps or slumbers. He doesn’t grow tired or take time off. Second, He allows us to see what He is doing just as He did with Jesus. The main work God is doing right now is drawing people to Himself from every nation. Finally:

God’s Invitation to Join Him:
3. God Enables us to join in His work
So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.” John 5:19

Think of the significance of this verse. If this is how Jesus lived and did ministry, how much more must it be true for US? The Son of God could do NOTHING on His own.

How much of life do YOU tend to do ON YOUR OWN? 

I know I tend to think I can do an awful lot on my own. 
· Have meetings
· Make plans
· Send email
· Write messages
· Preach messages

I’m not allowed to drive right now but what do you think you can do on your own?
· Drive a car
· Do your job
· Raise your kids
· Pay your bills
· Take vacation
· Eat your meals
· Stay healthy
· Go to Bible study
· Meet your neighbors

If Jesus, the Son of God, could do NOTHING on His own, who are WE to think we can do most of life on our own? So here is our summary for today:

God’s Invitation to Join Him:
1. God is Always working 
2. God Allows us to see what He is doing 
· Working in the Hearts of people 
3. God Enables us to join in His work 

God doesn’t take time off. He doesn’t need naps or rest of any kind. His concern is with the hearts of people and people always need love and attention, so God always continually works in the hearts of people to draw them to Jesus and show the fullness of His love for them. 

And remarkably, just as God the Father did with Jesus the Son, God invites US to join in His work. He rejoices like a human Father does when His child puts that one dollar allowance on the table and wants to use it for more than a piece of candy. Imagine the joy on the Father’s face if the child not only wanted to buy himself a bike but wanted to GIVE that bike to a neighbor kid he knew couldn’t afford one and really wanted one!?!

One more illustration of the point. My Dad has always been very handy – able to build or fix just about anything. He taught me and my brother how to swing a hammer from our earliest days and helped us build a “tree fort” behind our garage. In the history of tree forts it must rank up there as one of the worst ever constructed because Dad did almost none of the work and simply gave me and my brother a hammer to swing and his leftover, mostly bent nails to use. 

We had one place in the poor tree we pummeled over and over again with our pathetic attempts to hammer nails where we weren’t even attaching a board to – just hammer nails directly into the tree. That tree probably died years ago from rust poisoning or whatever happens when you put too many nails into it. 

Periodically Dad would come back behind the garage and see what we had accomplished – no doubt checking to be sure we hadn’t knocked over the back wall of the garage itself. And checking to be sure the “fort” wasn’t about to collapse completely taking one of both of us with it.

I always wondered why Dad let us build that terrible wreck of a tree fort. But when we became teenagers, his master plan became clear. Suddenly Dad wanted to build a deck on the actual house and told us to “go get your hammers.” It was totally Karate Kid. We had learned for years how to “wax on and wax off,” just carpentry style - pound in; pry out… Pound in; pry out. Pry out; pry out. Throw at brother. 

Now all that practice became useful. We weren’t actually good at swinging a hammer. But we had some idea of how it worked. And watching Dad do it correctly, it wasn’t long before we were actually helping with the work. A little. In our minds at least. 

Then the day came for the DIGGING. Dad wanted a bigger, stronger deck, which needed these crazy deep footings. So big brother and I had to dig… and dig… and dig… Dad would come home, look at the holes we had dug and say: deeper. Wider. Deeper. Keep digging. Eventually he would declare them deep and wide enough and a 4 x 4 would go in, with lots of concrete we would help mix and pour. 

And that big deck still stands to this day.

Now, did my Dad NEED my brother or me to build that deck, or the five others that followed it at various grandparents’ homes? Of course not. Putting us to work just slowed him down. But Dad had a bigger plan to teach us things. How to listen. How to work. How to work together. How to serve others. And a little bit – how to build a deck. 

Does God need us to bring the gospel to our neighbors and the nations? He doesn’t NEED US… but HE wants us to be a part of His master plan and His great work of calling people from every nation to the Lord Jesus. He WANTS us to share the joy of the work. He wants us to experience the blessing. He wants us to learn to work together; to sacrifice; to serve. And one day we will look left and right and realize, we have actually learned a thing or two about sharing the love and message of Jesus with other people. Father God has prepared us for the work He has for us. 



