


Come to Me
Matthew 11:25-30

Consider how many invitations you hear every day… maybe every minute of the day. We have these infernal devices that never stop chiming or vibrating, calling for our attention and offering something else that someone thinks we will need or want RIGHT NOW. Free trial of this… Special offer of that… Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity…

Kristin and I learned early on that I should not answer the door. Any salesperson that I start talking to, I am suuuuuper likely to buy something from. The Girl Scouts know our house very well and now the Mom just texts the link and we buy our boxes. It’s so nice. But most everything else is a scam or is just completely unnecessary. 

The one that really got us was a VACUUM. This thing was amazing. It could do anything. By the end, I would have believed it would fly us to the moon. Just hop on here, sir, press this button, and you’ll be at the moon in 20 minutes. Easy peasy. I mean, did you know how filthy your beds are? Just bring this guy in to run his vacuum over your bed, and you’ll see how much dark goop comes off. 

So, of course, we bought the vacuum for just under $10,000. One vacuum. Not 100 of them. One. And part of their deal was you trade your old junker for the new one. So, if you try to trade the new one back in, guess what you had? Nothing. No vacuum at all. But, of course, the next day we realized what a bad purchase it was and did call the guy back to return the new vacuum that was the price of a car. And he graciously took it back and even gave us our junky old one back. 

I’m sure all of us could tell stories like this. Don’t get me started on timeshares or vacation clubs. We absolutely DO NOT go to those presentations anymore. You know, you want to believe in people, but then you learn about sales. 

This is one of our challenges in sharing the good news of Jesus here in the U.S. People have gotten so jaded about anything that feels like a sales pitch; they just tune out. And the more slick and practiced you’ve gotten with it, it’s almost like the more people don’t trust what you’re saying. 

One time we took a group from Oakwood over to Plantation, a neighborhood nearby, to share the gospel and pass out invitations to our Good Friday and Easter services. Do you think people welcomed us all warm and friendly? Slam. Slam. Move it on. No thanks. 

We hardly even got the “Thanks,” with the No. Then we noticed something. In the doors where nobody answered, there were some little papers wedged in there. We pulled them out to see what it was and guess who had gotten there before us? Yep. You guys know the drill around here. The JWs. Eventually we caught up and saw their little group, knocking on doors, ringing bells, and distributing literature – to rack up points on their scorecards. Ha! They score a point, we take it right back. Like tennis. Serve. Return. When we got back, my pockets were full of those little JW tracts. 

You get the idea. We all get 100 invitations every day. That’s probably a low estimate. How many emails do you delete every day? I’ve found there are two kinds of people in the world: 1) those who don’t mind having 10,000 unread emails in their inboxes and 2) those who can’t stand ANY unread emails and have to zero out that number every hour or so. Both groups of people know the same fact: the vast majority of those messages are trash to be ignored and deleted. And that doesn’t even get into social media at all. 

So, in the midst of all the noise, how do we help people HEAR the actual good news about Jesus? How do we help our friends and neighbors to see that the invitation of Jesus is worth not only considering but trading EVERYTHING for? 

Here is the absolutely amazing invitation of the Lord Jesus, for all who have ears to hear:

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30

In this short passage, we will see the four parts of Jesus’ invitation. It’s very simple, but don’t let that cause you to miss how truly AMAZING it is. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me. 

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
	· (P)ersonal
· (O)pen
· (S)erious
· (A)mazing
	“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30



Jesus calls us first to HIMSELF. It’s a PERSONAL invitation. And, incredibly, it is OPEN to anyone who will hear and respond – even sinners like you and me. It is a SERIOUS invitation – meaning it is all or nothing, it is for a limited time, and the stakes could not be higher. Finally, it is Amazing, meaning it is wonderfully good news, beyond what we can ever fully understand or appreciate. The Lord of all things, the Creator, the Savior and Redeemer, calls us to come to Him and find rest for our souls. Let’s walk through this invitation and pay attention to what the God of heaven is presenting for us. Here is part one:

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Personal 
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 

These are very obvious pronouns here. Come to ME… and I will give you rest. This is an offer Jesus is extending HIMSELF and only in HIMSELF. There is no other way to receive this gift of infinite value. There is no other Name, no other Person, no other god from any other religion that can promise you forgiveness, reconciliation with God, rest, healing and hope forever. Only Jesus.  

The Offer Jesus Presents is Personal 
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30

We marked the pronouns to make them more obvious. I did the math for us here too. That’s 7 first-person pronouns in 3 verses. Is Jesus making a point? And a pretty obvious one at that. 

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Personal — these gifts can Only be found in Him
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 

The EXCLUSIVE nature of this offer makes it all the more amazing how PERSONAL it is. Jesus, the Creator of all things and Lord of heaven and earth invites US into a relationship with Him. He calls us to COME. Come to HIM. Even though we are weary, burdened, unworthy and wretched sinners, He invites us and promises to give us rest. Just to make it crystal clear that Jesus is the One making this exclusive claim I’ll show you two more verses.

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Personal — these gifts can Only be found in Him
“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’” John 14:6

Is there any other way to get to heaven and a relationship with God? Only through Jesus. He alone IS the way. 

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Personal — these gifts can Only be found in Him
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:13

The apostle Peter made this proclamation soon after Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into heaven. There is no other Name. Only Jesus. Yet, this Jesus, in whom salvation and eternal life is found, has called us to Himself. He says to you and me personally, “Come to me. Leave your heavy burdens and sins behind and come spend time with me. I will give you rest and grace and life and peace and everything else you need. Come.” The invitation of Jesus is personal. Second. 

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Open
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

First, we saw the personal pronoun ME. Now we see the next word, “ALL.” Jesus could easily have said here, “ALL JEWS” or “All from the house of David, like me.” The only qualifier Jesus put on his invitation is those who are tired; those who feel the weight of their burdens. Those who know they need rest.

The one condition for coming to follow Jesus and find salvation in Him is that you know you need help. It’s the first step for anyone toward change: admitting you have a problem. Here’s how Jesus said it in another place. 

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Open – He invites Everyone who knows they need Help
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick… For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” Matthew 9:12-13

You know who Jesus yelled at in his ministry? Not the sick people or the desperate ones. Those Jesus healed and had parties with. He stayed at their houses and was known to be friends with the outcasts and sinners. 

No, the ones Jesus didn’t get along with were the religious ones who thought they were too good for him or anyone else. They didn’t think they needed a doctor or a new word from God. The religious teachers in Jerusalem thought Jesus should listen to them instead of the other way around. 

So guess who missed out on the offer Jesus made? The sinners, the sick ones, the outcasts? No. Those knew they needed help and came to Jesus continually. It was the proud, hard-hearted religious people who kept rejecting Jesus and eventually killed him. The ones who thought they didn’t need help from God or anyone. They missed out.

What about us? Are we in danger of missing out on the best offer, the best invitation ever presented in the world? 

When did YOU realize you needed a Savior? When did the message of Jesus stop sounding like white noise and turn into the best news you had ever heard? I’ll bet it was when you realized you had a problem and needed help to address it. You realized that your burden was too much for you to carry. 

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Open – He invites Everyone who knows they need Help
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

Hear the voice of Jesus saying, “Come.” All who are weary. All who are worn out. All who carry heavy burdens. All you sinners. All you addicts. All who are stuck and know you can’t escape. All the worthless who have been rejected and feel unwanted and cast aside. If you know you need help, this message is for you. 

Jesus Himself personally invites you. He openly invites you, the only requirement is that you feel your need. You are humble enough to ask for help. To recognize you can’t keep going the way you have been. You need to change. You’re exactly who this message is for. Come to Jesus. He is calling you! Third part of the invitation.

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Serious
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” Matthew 11:29

Jesus is making a big time promise here: REST for the SOUL. As a backwater rabbi from Nazareth in Northern Israel, Jesus didn’t appear to have much authority. Who was he to promise anyone SHALOM in the Jewish sense of total peace, wholeness, wellness and relationship? Who was he to address the soul?

Remember when Jesus healed the paralyzed man who was lowered down through the roof? This was just 2 chapters earlier, in Matthew 9. 

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Serious
“[Jesus] said to the paralytic, ‘Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.’ And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, ‘This man is blaspheming.’” Matthew 9:2-3

The scribes were the Jewish teachers who copied the manuscripts of the Old Testament to preserve them for future generations. They were the photocopiers of ancient times and were very well respected. They knew the Bible better than anyone since it was their job, night and day, to copy it verse by verse. 

Think about it. Who has the authority to pronounce someone forgiven? Who can see into their heart and know they have truly repented? In those days it was all about bringing an animal sacrifice to the priests in Jerusalem, and if the priest said you were forgiven, then you could go home with a sense of peace, of shalom. 

But here is Jesus just saying out of the air, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” He calls him “Son,” and pronounces the man forgiven without any sacrifice being offered. And wasn’t the paralyzed man an obvious sinner given his condition? Someone that sick, as a beggar, was clearly being punished by God for his sin. But this rabbi pronounces him forgiven??? BLASPHEMY!

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Serious
“‘But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he then said to the paralytic— ‘Rise, pick up your bed and go home.’ And he rose and went home.” Matthew 9:6-7

Which do you find more amazing? That Jesus could forgive the man’s sins? Or that Jesus could heal his paralysis with just a word of command? Both are amazing. The physical healing affects a couple of decades of the man’s life. The spiritual forgiveness affects the man’s eternal condition… Which brings us back to chapter 11. 

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Serious – Consider the cost of saying Yes or No
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” Matthew 11:29

This phrase “yoke” has a significant double meaning. The obvious one is the farming one with a pair of horses or oxen plowing a field. That’s a powerful picture because it was common for a younger, smaller ox to be paired with a larger, more experienced ox to help the little one learn how to pull in a straight line and follow the farmer’s guidance. When you think of Jesus as that larger, stronger, more mature ox isn’t it encouraging to know that you don’t walk alone and He – the ultimate big brother – is showing you the way and doing the vast majority of the work? 

But there is another meaning to the word “yoke.” In ancient Jewish culture every rabbi, every teacher, had a set of teachings and practices called their “yoke.” When you committed to following a particular rabbi, you took his yoke upon you and agreed to follow his Sabbath practices and eating habits, memorize the Bible passages he liked, and learn the way he taught. There were significant debates in ancient times, just as there are today. We know the main one was between Pharisees and Saducees. The Pharisees believed in the spiritual realm and an afterlife, the Saducees did not. That’s why they were “sad, you see”? 

In today’s terms, it is similar to joining Oakwood as opposed to Saint Timothy’s Catholic Church. We have different beliefs and practices, so in a real way, if you join here, you are committing to our “yoke.” It’s not the yoke of Darin; it’s the yoke – we will tell you – of Jesus and the Bible. But St. Tim’s or St. Paul’s would argue along similar lines. In a way, it’s always been like that and still is all over the world.

Jesus was simply making the point that remains true to this day: everyone has to choose the yoke they will carry. And that is a SERIOUS question. It has implications for your everyday life. 

We had neighbors in Chicago who were from India and practiced a very strict form of Hinduism. They had us over for dinner one time, and the food was absolutely delicious curry. We asked about them, and they were happy to share their story and even the details of how they worshiped Krishna and other gods and what that looked like in their everyday lives. We were amazed to hear how happy they were about their Sunday worship services that routinely lasted 6-8 HOURS. And those services included a lot of dancing and singing. So, no complaints here if we sometimes go a few minutes past noon, ok? 

But their yoke went further than that. They had a strict set of memorized prayers they had to pray, using beads to count the number of repetitions, every day for several hours. Every day, for several hours. Repeating the same words and phrases over and over. The same words and phrases, over and over. The same. Words. And phrases. Over. And over. And there were strict rules about what they could eat and how they could eat it, including other prayers they had to say and a carefully maintained shrine in their house so the little god figure got his portion of food first. 

The yoke of Jesus is LIGHT, he says. Jesus is gentle and lowly. Gracious and humble. Loving and merciful. He carries most of the weight. In fact, when you understand salvation in Christ, you see that Jesus carries ALL OF THE WEIGHT. We have the wonderful blessing of coming along for the ride. 

This invitation is serious because it is all or nothing. You choose Jesus or you reject Him. That’s how the offer works. And it’s for a limited time only. No one knows if this may be their last chance to say YES to Jesus. You may not get another opportunity. Same for your friend or loved one or neighbor. 

Listen to the teachings of Jesus right before this invitation in Matthew 11. He is speaking to the people of Capernaum, which was the main village in which he conducted his ministry. It was his main base of operations during the three years he travelled around preaching and teaching and healing. 

The Offer Jesus Presents is Serious – Consider the cost of saying Yes or No
“And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.” Matthew 11:23-24

Don’t miss the reference to Sodom. One of the most serious judgments of God in the OT, other than the flood of Noah, was on Sodom and Gomorrah when both villages were vaporized in one divine zap. So for Capernaum to be compared to Sodom on judgment day is a really serious comparison, and very disturbing. All Jews in Jesus’ time would have known that on the Day of the Lord, the last day of judgment, you don’t want to be standing next to anyone from Sodom or Gomorrah. They already got blown up once, surely their eternity is not going to be pleasant. 

Here Jesus overtly says of Capernaum, because they didn’t repent, “you will be brought down to Hades,” to hell – the underworld. To everlasting judgment, eternal suffering, “weeping and gnashing of teeth.” That was to a whole city. Jesus says something similar to individuals in Luke 14.

The Offer Jesus Presents is Serious – Consider the cost of saying Yes or No
“For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? …Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?” Luke 14:28,30 

A tower in those days would be for defending an area. Same with a king going out to fight with another regional leader. The first one is defensive warfare. The second is offensive warfare. Both analogies make the same point. Count the cost. 

But the One you are up against isn’t some human king or army. It is GOD HIMSELF. Are you ready to build the tower of your life to face God in judgment? Are you ready, with your little Nerf gun to fight your way into God’s kingdom? Here is the advice Jesus gives. If you realize you are totally outgunned in a fight:

The Offer Jesus Presents is Serious – Consider the cost of saying Yes or No
“And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:32-33

Once you realize that the One you are up against is GOD, your only choice is to run to Him and surrender. You don’t marshal your forces and lead a defiant charge with your Nerf gun and Nerf sword, thinking you can take Him. No, you fall on your knees and beg for forgiveness. And, incredibly, Jesus offers exactly that right now. Two conditions.

First, as we saw earlier, you have to know you need help. You have to realize you are sick and call on Jesus to save you. That’s called REPENTANCE. Here in Luke 14 Jesus shows it’s an all-or-nothing offer. It’s a TRADE. You surrender all you are, all you have to Jesus; and He gives all He is and all He has to you. 

There is no better deal than this. Jesus takes all of your sin, all of your baggage. You get all of His righteousness, all of His glory; and yes, His kingdom, His eternal home. You surrender hell and get heaven. It’s a good deal. This is why it’s called the good news. 

Repentance: let go of your life; turn it over to Jesus. 
Commitment pledges yourself to Jesus, all in. It’s full surrender. There is no halfway. Peter said it this way in Acts 2.

The Offer Jesus Presents is Amazing – forgiveness, peace, purpose
“Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” Acts 2:37-39

Baptism represents both sides of salvation: repentance and commitment. You go under water as a sign of repentance, letting your old self die. And you come up from the water as a symbol of new life in Christ, rising again in an eternal relationship with Him. 

This is why it’s called AMAZING GRACE. This is why it’s called GOOD NEWS. 

The Offer Jesus Presents is:
· Personal – these gifts can Only be found in Him
· Open – He invites Everyone who knows they need help
· Serious – Consider the cost of saying Yes or No
· Amazing – forgiveness, peace, purpose

Jesus the Lord says to all of us, and to everyone on earth who will listen, “COME TO ME.” Only Jesus can make this offer, and the grace of God is only available in Jesus. But for now, the offer is available and open to all who feel the need for forgiveness and grace. Anyone who feels burdened and weighed down by their sin, by the hardships of life – Jesus comes and says, “Hey, let me carry that for you. Let’s walk together the rest of the way.” The invitation is personal. It is open. It is serious. Everyone needs to carefully consider what is at stake in saying YES and in saying NO. 

To say yes to Jesus costs you everything or you don’t understand it. You have to take up YOUR CROSS, meaning you have to die to yourself, surrendering completely to the Lord. But to say NO to Jesus means you are turning down His offer of forgiveness, salvation and eternal life, and you are ready to face God 1 on 1 with eternity at stake. 

Salvation is a permanent trade. You surrender all you are and Jesus gives you all He is. It’s the most amazing deal anyone has ever offered. This is not some swindler with a vacuum or a timeshare offer. What Jesus invites us to is FOREVER. And it is take it or leave it. Hear these words from the Lord Jesus. 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30

Jesus says, “Come.” Next week, we’ll hear what it means to “follow me.” Jesus Christ the Lord invites you and me, and other sinners and failures like us, to come and be with Him, to walk with Him and learn from Him. Yes, it is costly, but the blessings are infinite. He will give you rest. Shalom. Peace. Now and forever. He carries the weight. He teaches us and leads us in the way we should go. Jesus is gentle and lowly. He is gracious and merciful. His yoke is easy. His burden is light. 

Are you ready to say YES to Jesus today? 



