


Being and Becoming
Matthew 4:17-25

Already at the end of Matthew 4, there are masses of people flocking to hear the new rabbi in the north of Israel who is performing miracles and signs, healing people and teaching with remarkable power. 
“So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.” Matthew 4:24-25, 5:1
Even in Syria, a neighbor of Israel, word was spreading of this healer, and amazingly, the Jewish rabbi healed them as well! Naturally, Jesus was becoming quite famous, and crowds kept coming to see and hear him and see if he could help them or their loved ones. This is the setup for the Sermon on the Mount we just studied over the summer. As he sat down to teach, we can already see a distinction between the curiosity seekers among the crowds and the truth-seekers who already see themselves as disciples of Jesus – those who truly want to learn from and follow Him. [image: ]
We will see today that the same categories around Jesus back then are still around today. There are CROWDS who are curious about this Jesus in the Bible. There are congregations of all varieties that gather on Sundays and during the week for various reasons. Within those outer circles are smaller groupings of more committed people who really want to learn about Jesus and learn from Jesus. And then there is the CORE 20% who do 80% of the work. You know who you are. 
The CALL of Jesus still applies today. “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Jesus invites us to come learn from Him in an APPRENTICESHIP lifestyle where we become more and more like Him, our Master. It’s actually very similar to our apprenticeships today. You go and learn from a Master Plumber or an experienced AC technician or a licensed Architect or chief Engineer or skilled surgeon – with the goal of learning how they do what they do so well, so you can go on to do what they have taught you. 
The analogy Jesus used, with Simon, Andrew, James and John, wasn’t carpentry or AC repair or car repair or surgery – it was FISHING. They were experienced at catching the fish you sell for people to eat. Jesus said that to follow Him, they would learn how to fish for PEOPLE. Fast forward to the book of Acts, where we see Peter and John applying what they learned from three years with Jesus. 
	“Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. And a man lame from birth was being carried… Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John…” Acts 3:1-4 
	Peter and John had learned:
1. To pray
2. To see people
3. To love people



	Peter said, ‘I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!’ And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong.” Acts 3:1-7
	Peter and John had learned:
4. To be poor
5. To pray in Jesus’ Name
6. To trust in Jesus’ power



Look at all that Peter and John had learned from Jesus in their short time of training with him. 
1. They had learned the importance of PRAYER. So at 3 pm they went to the temple for prayer meeting. 
2. They had learned to BE POOR: “I have no silver and gold.”
3. They had learned to LOVE – not ignoring this paralyzed man but looking at him and calling on God in the name of Jesus to heal him. 
Let’s go on in Acts 3 for what happened:
“And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all…But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out.” Acts 3:16-19
What else had they learned?
4. They had learned about POWER: it wasn’t in them to heal anyone, but only the Name of Jesus.
5. They had learned to PREACH: calling sinners to repent and believe. 
It would be nice if the story ended there, along with the lessons, but does it? 
“Greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening… Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.” Acts 4:2-3, 13
6. Following Jesus, the disciples had learned how to be PERSECUTED.
7. And don’t miss the last point. Especially as we remember how ashamed Peter had been about being associated with Jesus after the crucifixion. They had learned to be BOLD about following Jesus. 

Do people know that about us? Can they see in you that YOU have been with Jesus? Some of us like to draw attention to our own abilities and experiences. Some of us like to hide in the shadows. But all of us should proudly and boldly stand up with Peter and John and say, “None of this was about us. It was all about Jesus.” All about calling people to trust in and follow Jesus as they had. Here is a simple overview of the call of Christ.
[image: ]
It’s as simple as this: following and fishing. Being with Jesus and becoming like Jesus. Follow me, Jesus says and I will make you fishers of men. We come TO Jesus, then we are sent out BY Jesus. We learn from Him then we live like Him. We follow and we fish. 

Our church-going culture has made it much more complicated than that, but it really doesn’t need to be; not if we read our Bibles and simply look at what Jesus did and what He asked of His disciples. It’s right there in one verse in Matthew 4:19. Follow me. Become fishers of men. Trade your fishing for fish job for a new calling to now fish for people. Call other people to come and follow Jesus. 

Let’s study the teachings of Jesus today and explore this simple two sided pathway of Discipleship. Think of following and fishing as the two rails of discipleship. Be with Jesus and become like Him. That’s what discipleship is about. It’s apprenticing yourself to the Lord Jesus. Amazingly he invites us to be with Him, to walk with Him and learn from Him with the goal of living, working and serving as He did. 

Follow Jesus – Be with Him
· Listen to the Words of Jesus
“And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him.” Matthew 4:19-20

Here were Simon and Andrew, James and John – out fishing. This was their occupation, their livelihood. Their families depended on their daily catch of fish. It wasn’t optional. This was how they provided. It was who they were. James and John were still with their Dad. So you can see in that detail the apprenticeship model of those days. You learned from your father or from a close neighbor; you were trained in a skill and how to use specific resources like a fishing boat and nets. 

For these young men to leave their boats and their nets IMMEDIATELY was an unimaginably high price to pay. It was an immense risk and a complete change of lifestyle. 

But we need to understand the cultural situation back then to appreciate the other side. Being invited by a Jewish rabbi to come and follow him was like getting into Harvard today. It was like being invited from Harvard Med School to be a medical resident at Moffitt. Now, those examples obviously have tremendous pre-requisites to be at all realistic, but in Jesus’ day there were huge pre-reqs as well. Only the best and the brightest were invited to study with a local rabbi of any reputation at all. You had to have studied like crazy at a local synagogue and probably at the temple itself, with very high marks. [image: ]

When we read Luke 2, we are surprised to see 12-year-old Jesus in the temple having advanced theological discussions with the teachers there. But that was the goal of Jewish teaching back then. Of course, Jesus amazed them all. Very few Jewish boys had reached his level of understanding. [image: ]


To get those top grades you had to memorize the entire Torah, the first 5 books of the Bible and also the Psalms and Proverbs. Anyone want to demonstrate that for us today? I’ll get you started. “In the beginning, God created…” Good job, just 5,844 more verses and you’ve got the Torah. Then you start learning the 2,461 verses of the Psalms and the 915 verses in Proverbs. 9,220 verses – round it up to 10,000 to keep it simple. And that was roughly your elementary school. Now you might qualify to apply for Jewish middle school. 
https://livingasdisciples.com/matthew-day-14-the-rabbi-and-his-followers/
https://ourrabbijesus.com/a-question-about-disciples-rabbis/ 

So, for these Jewish boys, probably between 15 and 19 years old, this was the opportunity of a lifetime. I love how in The Chosen, the parents of James and John are immediately thrilled that their boys get to follow Jesus. And they support the ministry all the way along. It’s a sweet detail that was almost certainly true. It was an honor for the whole family to have a son or two apprenticed to a rabbi. 

But first they had to leave. They had to get up and go. They had to follow Jesus so they could start to learn from Him. And the process for any apprenticeship is all about being WITH your teacher. With a rabbi, it was all about LISTENING to His words and learning his ways. Jesus immediately starts talking in Matthew 5.

Follow Jesus – Be with Him
· Listen to the Words of Jesus
“Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them…” Matthew 5:1-2

A disciple would come and gather near his teacher. The rabbi sat down. The disciples gathered around to listen. 

Are we like that with Jesus? Do we gather around Jesus to hear His word as much as we can? Not just on Sunday morning but all week long? Do you hunger and thirst for the Word of the Lord? Is God’s Word the food your soul longs for? Do we say, as Jesus did to the devil, “man shall not live by bread alone but by EVERY WORD that proceeds from the mouth of God”? Can we joyfully go without a meal in order to spend extra time in God’s Word? Extra time in God’s presence? 

Just a few chapters later Jesus calls out to the crowds:

· Listen to the Words of Jesus
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30

This is truly remarkable! Not only did Jesus call 12 unremarkable young men to follow him as disciples… he opened up the invitation to EVERYONE who had ears to hear. Everyone who would come to listen and learn from him. All they had to do was admit they needed help; admit the burden you are carrying is too heavy for you. And take the yoke of JESUS upon you. Yoke meant philosophy and practice. It wasn’t just about knowing some verses and agreeing with a few theological terms. It was both listening and learning. It was both learning and doing. 

This is why we spent three months in the Sermon on the Mount earlier this year: Jesus’ whole approach to life and ministry was in those three chapters. Remember how that message ended? So clear and memorable! The two builders. One was foolish and built on sand. The other was wise and built on rock. The difference? Both heard the teachings of Jesus. But only one put them into practice. 

Follow Jesus – Be with Him
· Learn the Way of Jesus
“And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him.” Matthew 4:19-20
Being with Jesus leads you immediately to start becoming like Him. It doesn’t work any other way. That’s why it always started with COME, follow me. You couldn’t claim to follow Jesus unless you got up, left what you were doing, and actually followed the rabbi to listen to him.

What did Jesus do with people who made excuses or (for whatever reason) didn’t start walking with him? 

Follow Jesus – Be with Him
· Learn the Way of Jesus and Leave your old life behind
“Another of the disciples said to him, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury my father.’ And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.” Matthew 8:21-22

The first step in listening to Jesus and learning His way is to LEAVE your old life and your old ways. It is REPENTANCE. You can’t claim to believe in Jesus if you haven’t turned away from your old life; if you haven’t rejected your sins. 

A rich young man came to Jesus later in his ministry and asked some theological questions about what made a person good, what OT laws you had to keep (and therefore which ones you could find a way around). The rich guy claimed to have kept the 6 commandments Jesus named, including “love your neighbor as yourself.” So Jesus called his bluff and gave him a practical way to love his neighbor:

· Learn the Way of Jesus and Leave your old life behind
“Jesus said to him, ‘If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.’ When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.” Matthew 19:21-22

Now, did Jesus chase after this guy? We know he was rich and we know he was young. Who better to help the cause of Christ? Who better to invest in the kingdom and support the new movement? Young. Rich. Seems ideal. So Jesus took off in pursuit. Chased the guy down, yelling after him. “Wait. Come back. You didn’t hear me correctly. What I said was, ‘You’re exactly the kind of disciple I’m looking for. The young and rich kind. So come on. Let’s talk this over.’” Is that how it went down? Nope. Jesus turned to his actual disciples and said:

· Learn the Way of Jesus and Leave your old life behind
“And Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.’” Matthew 19:23-24

Now, some people have tried to soften this teaching by saying there was an entryway into Jerusalem called “The eye of the needle,” and a camel could (with some effort) just barely squeeze through there. But that explanation misses the whole point. But the disciples understood it just fine:

· Learn the Way of Jesus and Leave your old life behind
When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?”  But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:25-26

They knew right away that Jesus was saying it was IMPOSSIBLE for anyone to be saved. And the more a person has in this world, the harder it is for them to leave it all behind in order to follow Jesus and join HIS Kingdom. Am I pressing this too hard? Just flip back a couple of chapters to Matthew 16.

· Learn the Way of Jesus and Leave your old life behind
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” Matthew 16:24-25

To follow Jesus, you have to TAKE UP YOUR CROSS. You have to DENY yourself. You have to repent; turn around; let go of your old life. In fact, CRUCIFY your old self. If you try to save your life, you will lose it for eternity. It is only if you lose your life for Jesus that you will find your true life, your renewed, re-made life in Christ. 

It has become a little hard to understand what it means to follow Jesus because the typical idea is that you “go to church” or you don’t. That’s the lifestyle indicator: Sunday morning attendance; and even then it might be only once a month or so. Maybe during the week, involvement in a Bible study or some kind of ministry. 

Yes, in Jesus’ time they were involved in Synagogue worship on Saturdays. And after Jesus rose from the dead, their worship changed to Sunday mornings to celebrate the resurrection on the first day of each new week. But disciples of Jesus were not mainly known by when they gathered to worship God. They were primarily identified by the teacher they learned from and how they copied His lifestyle. 

So that’s the first part of being a disciple: you follow Jesus. You are with Him: listening to His words and learning His ways. 

FOLLOW JESUS – Be with Him
· Listen to the Words of Jesus
· Learn the Way of Jesus and Leave your old life behind

In order to listen and learn, you have to LEAVE your old life behind. In order to commit your life to Jesus, you have to repent, letting go of your old way of living and following the way of Jesus. Like Simon, Andrew, James and John, you have to drop your nets and go follow a new rabbi. Now let’s look at the other side of following Jesus. We follow, and we FISH.

FISH WITH JESUS – Become like Him
· Show and Share God’s love with others
“And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.” Matthew 4:23

Right away these new disciples are traveling with Jesus and he immediately takes them out to hear him preach and watch him minister to those hurting and afflicted by demons. And the next thing Matthew documents is the sermon on the mount. Showing and sharing. Proclamation and demonstration. These are the twin expressions of the ministry of Jesus. If we want to become like Him; if we want to live like He did, we need to learn how to fish for people by showing them what God’s love looks like and sharing the good news of the kingdom with them. 
[image: ]
Right after this ministry to the crowds, Jesus preaches the SOTM for 3 chapters in Matthew; sharing the good news of the kingdom. You all have that memorized now, so I don’t need to go back over it. “Blessed are the…” Yep! Poor in spirit. Wise builder “hears my words and” puts them into practice. Foolish builder “hears my words and” does not put them into practice. You’ve got it!

Look at the beautiful balance in the ministry of Jesus. Showing and sharing. Proclamation and demonstration. Like a see-saw of grace and love. Of course, there is no tension between the two. Sharing the good news of the kingdom naturally flows into showing what that good news and grace produces: LOVE. And love naturally leads us to not only help people practically but also to tell them about the glorious God in heaven who sent His Son to live among us and die to pay for our sin. 

So here is the challenge and calling for us today. If we are followers of Jesus, that means we are seeking to become like Him. If this is what the ministry of Jesus looked like, it is what OUR ministry should look like. It is what each of us should pattern our lives after. Love for God that overflows in love for people. Sharing the good news of Jesus’ love and grace. Showing what that love looks like in practical ways. 

· Show and Share God’s love to others
“And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.” Matthew 4:23

Who has God placed in your life that you can show the love of God to and share the grace of Jesus with? What does that look like for you? God has made all of us different, so we show and share in ways that match our personalities and gifting. Kristin likes to make little gifts. Recently it’s been these little gray needed bracelets with a business card on them asking for prayer and sharing a little encouragement about faith over fear. You may be surprised to hear that I’m a talker. I like to chat people up, pretty quickly asking about their faith background and telling them about mine. Yes, I know it’s unfair because it’s my job. That’s just an example of what we do. What does it look like for YOU to show and share the love of Jesus? [image: ]

For all of us it means following Jesus and fishing for Jesus. To follow Jesus is to be with Him. We listen to His words and learn from His ways. To fish for Jesus means showing and sharing. 

We come from the crowds who are curious about Jesus and follow Jesus to the cross. We leave our old lives behind; joyfully giving all we have and all we are in order to follow Jesus and become His disciples. 

What does this look like for you this week? How can you follow Jesus more closely this week? How can you listen to His word and prioritize hearing His voice? How can you show and share His love with someone? 

If you just pray for wisdom and boldness, the Holy Spirit will show you today or tomorrow what the next steps are that He would have you take. 

Brother, sister – be amazed that the Lord Jesus; the Great Teacher, the Lord of all things, the Savior of sinners like you and me – has called you to follow after Him. This is no small privilege. It is the opportunity of a lifetime; in fact of eternity. Don’t let it pass you by. 

Be with Jesus. Become like Him. Follow Him, and fish with Him. Hear His voice today as the Lord calls out to you, “Come follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” 

Let’s pray. 
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