


Serve the Church
Galatians 5:13-26

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23

I’m sure you all know this verse. You probably memorized it at Sunday School or VBS years ago, and it has stuck with you. I’ve asked Bill to come up for one more quick song. We need these words ingrained in our minds this morning. 

Ok. Back to Bible Camp for us. Someone shout out a FRUIT. Banana. Perfect.

https://youtu.be/pB2WmMcBNks?si=SGlTLM-X5a5u9HZ4
Or
https://youtu.be/i4oyh2sBDlE?si=CibhFuruUCQchFUn

oooooooooh
The fruit of the Spirit’s not a BANANA. 
The fruit of the Spirit’s not a BANANA. 
If you wanna be a Banana you might as well hear it: 
You can’t be a fruit of the Spirit.

The fruit is: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control… (x2) oooooooooooh [FRUIT 2]

Good job. You’ll be singing that all week. Perfect. 

Ok, on your seat (or you got on your way in), you have a SEED.

Take that seed and hold it in your hand. Now, imagine the pumpkin (or whatever) you want it to become. Squeeze that seed. Hold it tenderly. Envision that mature, beautiful, shiny apple. And MAKE the apple. Come on. Who’s got one? 

[I have brought a pumpkin with me and show it at this moment.] 
Here is mine. See, it worked! 

Ok, I cheated. Where did this apple come from? Obviously from the store. And it got to the store because it grew on a tree somewhere. It takes around 150 days for a healthy apple tree to grow one apple from an apple blossom each year. 150 days. Of course, a healthy apple tree doesn’t produce just one apple; the tree will produce dozens, actually 100s of apples in one season. Somewhere around 1,000 apples each year. But each of those takes 150 days to grow. 

Now, let’s make this tangible for our passage today. 
[image: ]
On Paul’s first missionary journey he traveled through a region called Galatia, in the middle of what we today call Turkey. This would have been around 50 AD, making the book of Galatians one of the first written by Paul, probably soon after the Jerusalem council in Acts 15. 

You can see that a prominent point Paul is making in Galatians 5 is that circumcision is not necessary for salvation, and – in fact – those who were running around preaching circumcision were preaching a different gospel and should themselves be cast out of the church for preaching salvation by works, by the OT Law. 

We know from Acts that there were at least four churches in this region, and based on Paul’s letter they were embroiled in a serious theological and practical conflict – and they were NOT being nice about it. Paul himself took the clear position of salvation by faith alone in Christ alone – not by works, not by the Law of Moses, not made visible by circumcision. But the churches were overtly fighting with each other so Paul warns them in Galatians 5 to stop “biting and devouring” one another or they would “be consumed by one another.” Instead, Paul gives this powerful teaching about LOVE and the other fruit of the Spirit. [image: ]

So think about YOUR LIFE right now. God doesn’t just suggest that you love your neighbor. His entire LAW – meaning the OT – is summed up in that one command to love your neighbor as you love yourself. The first and greatest commandment is to love God with all you are. The second commandment flows from the first: love your neighbor as yourself. 

Don’t fight with your neighbor. Love them. Whom is God calling you to love? Let me rephrase. Whom is God COMMANDING you to love right now? Yes, I got the grammar right. WHOM is the object of your love. Who is God calling to do the loving? That would be YOU. You are the subject, being instructed to do the loving. WHOM is the object of that love? 

That is the fruit you need to produce. Squeeze that seed again. Hold it in your hand. Imagine that person you need to love. Maybe it’s a person in your own household. Maybe it’s your literal neighbor. Maybe it’s a co-worker or friend. Maybe right now it’s someone you consider an enemy. That is not an out for you because Jesus explicitly taught us to love our enemies and pray for them. 

So hold that seed in your hand, imagining that is your heart and life. Squeeze it and just make yourself love. Through sheer focus and determination, produce love in your heart. Along with joy, peace, patience and all the fruit of the Spirit. JUST DO IT. Swoosh. Michael Jordan that love. 

We have two parts of the exhortation today: a what and a how. We have already covered what the fruit looks like:

What the Fruit Looks like: Love One Another
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23

That’s the fruit. That’s what the Holy Spirit produces. Now let’s look at HOW. We already know it’s not by focus, effort and determination. Just like salvation is not by works, so growth and becoming more like Jesus is not by works. So then, how do we grow the fruit of the Spirit? 

Where the Fruit Comes From:
· Trust in the Finished work of Christ
“For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.” Galatians 5:5 

From the first chapter of this letter, Paul was attacking the teachers of legalistic righteousness: that you could earn your salvation by obedience to the Law. In their day it was the law of Moses as symbolized by the circumcision of little boys. Listen to how sternly and starkly Paul says it back in chapter one. 

Where the Fruit Comes From:
· Trust in the Finished work of Christ
“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel… But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.” Galatians 1:6,8 

The message of earning salvation by any kind of religious works is not a safe little addition you can sprinkle on true Christianity and be fine. It is a different gospel that brings with it a CURSE. Here is the gospel summary in chapter 2.

Where the Fruit Comes From:
· Trust in the Finished work of Christ
“Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.” Galatians 2:16

There may be some here coming from a Catholic background or other religious experience who, deep down, believe they have to pray certain daily prayers and attend certain religious ceremonies in order to be right with God – that’s what the word “justified” means. Right with God. It’s from the court of Law. If you’re not justified then you are GUILTY. You can see it’s a stronger word than our “Not Guilty.” Justified means “righteous.” Even PERFECT. 

Of course, none of us would dare to claim that status for ourselves apart from JESUS. Only through faith in Jesus do we have that position of justified. It is a righteousness He gives to all who trust in Him, all who call on Him for salvation. At the moment you ask Jesus to save you, He not only pays for all of your sins, He also gives you credit for all of His righteousness. 
So, if any of us want to see the fruit of the Spirit grow in our lives, the first key to doing so is having a clear understanding of the gospel of salvation by faith alone in Christ alone. A key verse we should all know on this topic is from Ephesians 2.

· Trust in the Finished work of Christ – Don’t believe the lie that you can Earn or add to this free gift
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9

Think about your status before God. Do you FEEL accepted and loved and righteous like a child in the arms of her Father? Do you KNOW that you have been forgiven and set free from your old life of sin? Those who are saved and justified should have that “blessed assurance,” of belonging to Jesus by faith.

On the other hand, do you feel any little shred of PRIDE in your salvation? Any part of you that wants to BOAST a little about what YOU have done to earn a little of God’s favor? Like He might owe you just a little bit for the ways you have served or given or just been a part of church for so long? 

Trusting in Jesus is the first step in bearing fruit for Jesus because it’s like the seed of the apple being planted in the soil. Jesus taught a lesson about that called the Parable of the Sower. 

· Trust in the Finished work of Christ 
“As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” Matthew 13:23

Some gospel seeds will fall on hard ground with people who just aren’t interested in spiritual things. Some seeds will fall in shallow soil where there will be the appearance of interest, but the faith won’t last because the soil is shallow and can’t support much growth. Other seeds will fall among thorns where at first it will grow, but then the plant will be choked by the thorns so it can’t bear fruit. 

I bet many of us can look back on our lives and remember times when each of those three soils represented our attitude toward God. Hard, resistant ground. Shallow, temporary response. Thorns choking any possible good intentions and positive desires.

But then something changed, and the Lord broke up the soil of your heart and softened it so the seed of the gospel could sink in and take root. 

If you ever want to bear fruit for Jesus, the first necessary step is to check the quality of your faith. Are you trusting fully in Christ alone for your salvation? Do you still have some religious rocks that may be blocking your growth in the Lord? Do you have some worldly thorns, some sinful desires that distract from your growth? Here is the other side of bearing fruit for Jesus.

Where the Fruit Comes From:
· Walk in Freedom by the Spirit – Resist Religion and proud self-reliance
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1

Freedom is the key message of Galatians 5, and arguably of the whole book. Legalism is slavery, Paul is saying. So don’t go back to that kind of slavery. Jesus set you free. He broke those religious chains off of you, just as He broke the chains of sin off of you. So now stand firm in your freedom in Christ. Don’t go back to any form of slavery. 

Paul identifies two forms of slavery in this chapter: religion and sin. Religion is self-reliance. Sin is self-indulgence. Pride and selfishness. Pick your poison. Many of us like both. 

· Walk in Freedom by the Spirit
· Fight your Flesh (your old sinful nature) and worldly self-indulgence
“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.” 
Galatians 5:16

Right before the list of the fruit of the Spirit, there is another list. We don’t need to go through that one in detail because it’s all the gross stuff that is around us every day. Let’s just call it idolatry as Paul does. In his day, the idols were literal statues. In our day they are more internalized but no less real – money, success, beauty, pleasure, love… Many things that are neutral or good, like WORK, can become idols if we let a good thing become a GOD thing. Money is fine if it works for you. But Money becomes terrible if you work for it. Money is a terribly demanding boss that always wants more and will wear you out to squeeze that one more drop of blood. 


· Walk in Freedom by the Spirit
· Fight your Flesh (your old sinful nature) and worldly self-indulgence
“But I say, y’all must walk by the Spirit, and then y’all won’t carry out the desire of the flesh.” Galatians 5:16 Y’ALL version

We know this letter was written to a whole church family and really to a collection of churches in a whole region – so they were supposed to copy the letter and share it around with each other. It was written to a group or groups of people. But in our individualized culture we still might miss the point of that. I like the new Y’ALL version to make sure we don’t miss it. 

Much of what Paul was pointing out here was a GROUP problem more than a PERSONAL one. The COMMUNITY of believers was fighting and bickering with each other and the topic of their conflict was THEOLOGY. Paul wrote this letter to tell them to STOP IT and focus on the one true gospel, the result of which is LOVE. 

If the result of your theology is something other than love, then there is a problem with your theology. Let’s be sure we get to the application as Paul does. 

	Where the Fruit Comes From:
· Trust in the Finished work of Christ
· Walk in Freedom by the Spirit
· Resist Religion and proud self-reliance
· Fight your Flesh and worldly self-indulgence
· Find opportunities to Love and Serve others with humility and joy 
	

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” Galatians 5:22-23



What is the FRUIT coming from YOUR LIFE? What is the fruit coming from your community? Are we seeing this kind of love, joy, peace and patience? 

I believe we are. Even in the midst of tremendous suffering and loss, Oakwood is a church family that consistently bears the fruit of the Spirit. And that’s because it’s not from us, it’s from the Lord Jesus. As we abide in Him, the Lord fulfills His promise to produce much fruit in us and through us. 

We are a church family that trusts fully in the Lord Jesus and His finished work. We are a gospel-based and gospel-centered church. We watch for legalistic self-righteousness and worldly self-indulgence and do what we can to prevent those weeds from getting in among us. We help each other uproot those weeds in our own hearts and don’t fall into the trap of being theology police against others around us. 

Ok, so pick up that little seed again. And look at the list of the fruit of the Spirit. Love, joy, peace, patience. That little song starts running through our minds again. 

What opportunity is the Lord leading you into this fall? What has the Holy Spirit placed on your heart? Or better, WHOM has the Lord shown you that you could love and serve? Take those opportunities! 
· Maybe right here in the church family. Someone who is sick and struggling. 
· Maybe a practical need that you have the skills and the time to help with.
· Maybe a neighbor or friend in the community.
· Maybe someone in your world who just needs a listening ear. 
· Maybe it’s a one time thing. Or maybe you have been thinking about a more ongoing way to serve – like with Oasis Pregnancy centers or with Better Together, helping a Mother in a crisis pregnancy; or coming alongside a family in need. 

https://www.lydiahome.org/what-we-do
Lydia Children’s Home story:
· 1913 - Salem EFC Ladies’ Aid Society starts serving orphans in Chicago by sewing and mending clothing
· 1916 - More needs to be done; they start an orphanage
· 1917 - Dora Ogne died of scarlet fever, leaving husband, Andrew, with 7 children; Andrew donates his home with 7 children for the first orphanage facility
· 1918-19 - they purchase 2 more homes to care for more children
· 1920 - permanent location w/ larger facility purchased and remains today
· 1990-2000 - Dr. Dave Anderson moves from Mt. Sinai Hospital research and abused children recommendations to looking for a better way, while fostering a child in the process. See Safe Families book on Kindle. 

Benediction: John 15:4-5
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