


Surrender All
Romans 12:1-11

In chapter one, Paul opened the book of Romans with these words:
“So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’” Romans 1:15-17
He wrote this long letter to a group of BELIEVERS, both Jews and Gentiles. Chapters 9-11 seek to address issues of conflict between the two ethnic groups and how they should relate to one another and understand God’s work in history and what changed with the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

The point in chapter one is that the GOSPEL is still relevant for believers. It is not just for non-believers, though chapter 10 makes it clear that the good news of Jesus must be shared with non-believers or they cannot be saved. 

Are we unashamed of the gospel? Both for believers and for non-believers? Do we believe the good news of the finished work of Jesus is powerful to change lives both for sinners who repent and for those who follow Jesus the rest of their lives? 

[https://www.gotquestions.org/when-was-Romans-written.html - AD 56-57. Jews thrown out by Claudius in AD 49 (Acts 18).] 

In response to this world-changing, life-changing GOOD NEWS, Paul writes in chapter 12:

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship / reasonable service.” Romans 12:1

In view of God’s mercy and grace as described in Romans 1 through 11, Paul says, here is the appropriate response: total surrender. Give all you are back to the Lord in worship. THIS is your spiritual worship. This is your reasonable service. That last phrase can be translated either way, so we’ve put it up there in both ways for easy reference. So this is our main point for today:

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship / reasonable service.” Romans 12:1

We will use that last phrase in both of its meanings as the two parts of our application today. Our response to the gospel of Jesus should be first spiritual worship and then devoted service, in total surrender to the God who gave everything for us. When you understand all that God has done for you in Christ, this is the only spiritual response and the only reasonable response. Total, worshipful surrender. 

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Wholehearted Worship 
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” Romans 12:1
 
Notice first of all that this is a GROUP response. Of course individuals are a part of the group, but these are plural nouns and verbs. The appeal is to the brothers and sisters in Rome to offer their collective bodies as a single living sacrifice, which is their collective act of worship. To make it clear, look at the Y’all Version of the Bible.

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Wholehearted Worship 
“Therefore I urge y’all, siblings, by the mercies of God, to present y’all’s bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your(pl.) proper sacred service.” Rom. 12:1 (Y’all version) 

As a church family we make up ONE BODY here at Oakwood, throughout Tampa Bay and all over the world. Together our calling is to joyfully, worshipfully respond to the gospel of Jesus in wholehearted worship. One of the images of the church is a single TEMPLE the Lord is building of living stones for wholehearted, unified worship. 

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Wholehearted Worship 
“Y’all also, as living stones, are being built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 1 Pet. 2:5 (Y’all version)

One church. One body. One temple. One purpose: to worship the Lord Jesus, who is the one foundation. 

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Wholehearted Worship 
“So then you[Gentiles] are no longer strangers and aliens… [but in Christ are] being joined together into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” Eph. 2:19-22

What was the old temple for in ancient Israel? It was the gathering place for the whole nation to come for unified worship. For annual festivals and for regular daily, weekly and monthly sacrifices and worship. 

Now how does that worship take place? Now the temple is US. We, the one body of Jesus, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is building us up together as the place where worship happens and the means by which it happens. 

THIS is our spiritual worship.

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Wholehearted Worship 
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” Romans 12:1

Paul applies 11 chapters of explanation of the gospel in this one verse of exhortation. Come, all of you believers, and present yourselves together as a single living sacrifice. That is your unified act of worship. No longer bringing your best animals. But now bringing ourselves in answer to the great commandment of the Old and New Testament. “Love the Lord your God with ALL of your heart, soul, mind and strength.” We’ll come back to that in a minute. For now, let’s wrap up the first part of responding to the gospel with a simple definition of worship. 

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
“This is your spiritual worship”:
· Wholehearted Worship 
· Praising God for who He Is 
· Thanking God for all He has Done 

This is a helpful understanding of daily worship, Sunday worship, and small group worship. Every time we bow our heads or lift our voices, this is a good approach. Praise God for who He is and thank Him for what He has done. 

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Wholehearted Worship 
· Praising God for who He Is 
“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!” Romans 11:33

We could spend the next few hours or days or weeks just listing the infinite riches of God’s glorious perfections. This single verse mentions His wisdom, knowledge, and judgment. We could quickly go on to God’s power, mercy, grace, goodness, righteousness, and overall glory. There is no end to the INFINITE perfection of God. That’s what makes Him God. Some people are better than others here on earth, but all people have a limit to their goodness, knowledge, and character. 

But not God. So Paul concludes Romans 1 through 11 with this beautiful summarizing verse.

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Wholehearted Worship 
· Praising God for who He Is 
“For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.” Rom. 11:36

· From Him – the Creator. 
· Through Him – the sustainer. 
· To Him – the Lord and king of all things. 
· The one who deserves all the glory. 
· The eternal one. Amen. 

That’s the first part of worship – praising God for who He is. The other part: 

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Wholehearted Worship 
· Thanking God for all He has Done
“For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.” Romans 11:36

God has created all things, including each of us. He has given us all we have and all we are – through Him come all things. And He has invited us into an eternal relationship with Him in worship, devotion, and love – for TO HIM are all things. Staying just in this part of Romans 11, there is so much to thank God for.

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Wholehearted Worship 
· Thanking God for all He has Done
“So they too [the Jews] have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you [the Gentiles] they also may now receive mercy.” Romans 11:31

Romans 9, 10, and 11 are three of the trickiest chapters in the Bible, walking through the relationship between the Jews and Gentiles and expressing God’s sovereignty in election and His plans for hardening the hearts of the Jews so the full number of the Gentiles could be saved, thus provoking jealousy among the Jews so they, in turn, would also come to Jesus in saving faith. 

But the point of these three chapters, and really all of Romans, is the grace and mercy of God to ALL SINNERS, whether Jew or Gentile. Flip back to Romans 3. 

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Wholehearted Worship 
· Thanking God for all He has Done
“For there is no distinction [between Jew and Gentile]: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:22-24

The Jewish people had massive advantages through ancient history, but it was always God’s plan to use Israel as a light to the nations, attracting people from all over the world to His mercy and grace, His power and glory. Ultimately, that led to the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus – and as He has been lifted up, He is drawing people from every tongue and tribe and nation to salvation in Him. Romans 3:22-24 says it beautifully. 

In the end there is no distinction between a person from any culture or religious background because all of us are sinners who stand guilty in our sin before the holy God of heaven. The ground is level at the foot of the cross. No one stands above another. BUT GOD - in the richness of His mercy, offers the free gift of salvation to any who will come to Jesus in humble faith simply calling on His name to save them. This gift of redemption – that washes away every sin and breaks the chains of all bondage to sin – is available to everyone on planet earth. 

What response should this bring from everyone who has experienced the mercy and grace of Jesus? Wholehearted worship. We praise God for who He is and thank Him for all He has done. That’s the first application of our response to the good news of Jesus Christ: the worship side of our surrender. That is our spiritual worship. 

And if you think about it, isn’t that what you look for in every relationship? 
· Husband, wife; parent, child; co-worker, friend…
Yes, you want to be appreciated for what you DO. But you also want to be SEEN and loved for who you ARE. 

Many of us have now read the excellent novel, Theo of Golden. It’s a sweet story (fictitious) of an elderly gentleman who arrives in a small southern town and starts getting to know the people there. I won’t give away any of the plot points because they are so powerful to experience along with Theo. You might assume an 86-year-old man in a small Georgia town would not make much of a difference. But you would be completely wrong about that because of the way Theo interacts. 

Yes, he came to DO some things, but mainly he came to that small town to SEE some people and show them what it feels like to be seen and known and loved simply for who you are. Hopefully you have several people who immediately come to mind who have done that for YOU. They don’t just use you for what you DO – they love you and appreciate you for who you ARE. 

Brothers, sisters, isn’t it amazing when we think of it that JESUS is the true and better THEO of Golden. Jesus came to live among us to DO some very specific things. But He also came to SEE us and to allow people to SEE what God is like. So we praise God for who He is and we largely know who He is because of Jesus. Worshipful surrender is our spiritual worship. 

The second part is our reasonable service. 

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Total Surrender of:
· All we Are – heart, soul, mind, strength
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” 
Romans 12:1

When we really begin to understand the mercy and grace of God and the infinite sacrifice Jesus made for us on the cross, the only reasonable response is total surrender. Grateful worship. Thankful praise. 

Think of what it means to be a LIVING SACRIFICE. The Jews in Jesus’ day and before knew all about sacrifices, and most of them were not living. Before they were laid on the altar, they were killed and their blood spilled out. The job of the priest was very bloody, like a butcher today. After the sheep or goat, the ox or bull was slaughtered; its body was placed on the altar and burned up. 

The living sacrifice in the Old Testament was Isaac, the child of promise given to Abraham and Sarah in their old age. He carried the wood on which his body would be burned up, and that 13-year-old boy allowed himself to be tied to the altar by his Father, Abraham, who loved him so much. Just as Abraham held the knife over his beloved son to kill the boy, God spoke from heaven and told him to stop and not lay a hand on Isaac. 

So, Isaac became a symbol to Israel throughout their history of God’s promise to provide a substitute. God is the Provider. First, He provided Isaac himself to fulfill His promise to Abraham to be the Father of a great nation. Then God provided a ram caught in a bush on the mountain to take Isaac’s place on the altar. 

This is the symbol for us today to place OURSELVES on the altar of God’s faithfulness, presenting our bodies, our lives – all we are – as a living sacrifice fully devoted to Him forever. Your heart, your soul, your mind, your strength – every part of you surrendered to Him. Jesus said this was the greatest commandment.

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Total Surrender of:
· All we Are – heart, soul, mind, strength
Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’” Mark 12:29-30

Here in Mark 12 Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6 – the heart of the Mosaic Law. To worship the one true God – the God of Israel – meant to love and serve Him with all you are. Heart, soul and mind were overlapping ways of saying the same thing: yourself, your identity, the center of your very being. Strength referred to all of your ability, your power, your resources. So to be a living sacrifice is first to devote ourselves in all we are. Then it is to surrender ourselves to the Lord with all we have.

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Total Surrender of:
· All we Have – time, talent and treasure
Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’” Mark 12:29-30

Just a few verses later in Mark Jesus pointed out the generosity and faith of a terribly poor widow who dropped into the offering box a single penny. Everyone could hear the jingle of the large donations of the wealthy people. Listen to how Jesus summed up the lesson:

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Total Surrender of:
· All we Have – time, talent and treasure
“Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” Mark 12:43-44

Imagine if all you had to live on was a single penny for a day. And in your love and devotion to the Lord you felt led to give that penny to the offering box for those more desperate than you. What remarkable faith! What amazing love! That is the example of total surrender. That is a living sacrifice, literally. 

In Matthew’s account Jesus tells the parable of the talents. One man is given 5 talents - a huge sum of money. Another man is given 2 talents, and a final man is given 1 talent (still a large amount, worth roughly a million dollars!). The parable of the talents is not about how much each was given but about what they did with what they had been given. 

The first two men put their money to work and managed to double their totals. The third man took his million dollars and buried it. Just got so scared that he did nothing with the money. How do you think that went over with the owner of the funds? That third guy got thoroughly chewed out. 

· Total Surrender of:
· All we Have – time, talent and treasure
“You wicked and slothful servant! …you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest… And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 25:26-30

This fearful and lazy servant blamed the owner for being too scary to work for. Well, the owner turned it right back around on that man – and took away the 1 talent, throwing the unfaithful worker into outer darkness as well. 

The next parable in Matthew is of the final judgment and the separation of the sheep and the goats – meaning those who believe in Jesus (the sheep) and those who do not (the goats). Here is the final declaration for the non-believers:

· Total Surrender of:
· All we Have – time, talent and treasure
“Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Matthew 25:41-43 

The cursed ones who end up in hell, suffering in torment forever – those worthless ones cast out by the Lord are identified now by how they treat:
· The hungry, thirsty, immigrants, homeless, sick, and imprisoned
· In other words: the vulnerable, the weak, the ones who cannot help themselves

That’s who Jesus identifies HIMSELF with. The way we treat those people – often summarized in the Bible as the orphans and widows and immigrants – the triad of the vulnerable – the way we treat such people is how we actually treat Jesus. 

So, are we surrendered to Jesus in our time, talent, and treasure? Is it all there for Jesus’ use? Or do we keep it all for ourselves? 

At the end of the book The Hobbit, the traveling band reaches Lonely Mountain where the little hobbit has to venture inside the mountain in search of a special jewel the dwarf lord wants but the huge dragon is guarding. [image: ]

https://goatfury.substack.com/p/how-much-gold-does-smaug-have 

Using his magic ring that makes him invisible, Bilbo is able to find the huge jewel - significantly called “the heart of the mountain” - and bring it not to the dwarf king but to Gandalf the wise wizard and on to the elves and men so they can make a deal with the dwarves then greedily guarding the treasure in the mountain after the dragon was dead. 

The point is that we can all have the heart of a dragon and lay on the gold in “our mountain” as if it is the most important and valuable thing in the world. Of course, a dragon on a hidden mound of gold is completely absurd – what does the huge beast have to do with gold and jewels anyway? And that, too, is the point. When we hoard our possessions all for ourselves, we miss the point of the time and treasure entrusted to us. We can’t take any of it with us. 

So don’t be a dragon or a greedy dwarf. Be a brave little hobbit. 





Here are our two little dragons:[image: ]

[image: ]









The big one is 50 pounds. The little one just over 5. 

I know – those faces look so innocent and sweet. But when they both want the same toy or bone they can both become greedy little dragons. Their treasures being bones, baby toys, food scraps, discarded water bottles – that kind of thing. 

But inside they can each have a selfish dragon heart. Look at Jarvis hoarding his treasure bones.
[image: ]

And if little Watson tries to be a hobbit and steal…
[image: ]

Ok, the boys faked that one, but if you look closely, you can see what they were actually fighting over… a ripped-up toilet paper roll. True treasure. This was the actual context…

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M_nepv-foJW8FWbM-bSJXPHmK3-iOa-Y/view?usp=sharing [20-second clip, can be trimmed to 8 seconds or so probably - see what you can do :) Probably needs some dramatic music.]

We can be sweet puppies or dragons, right? We all have the potential to be the generous, faith-filled widow giving our little penny. Or we have it in us to be the greedy, selfish dragon who sits on our gold and jewels, keeping it all for ourselves. 

Let’s go back to Romans 12 as we wrap up.

The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
· Total Surrender of:
· All we Are & All we Have
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your(pl.) bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” 
Romans 12:1

Remember this was written to a single church as a group in the large, cosmopolitan city of ancient Rome. Similar to if Paul wrote to the entire Church of Tampa Bay. Our reasonable service, flowing from our spiritual worship, is to present all we are and all we have as a living sacrifice. We give back to the Lord all we are and all we have. It is all His anyway. And look at the result as we go on in Romans 12.

· Total Surrender of:
· All we Are & All we Have
“Be transformed by the renewal of your mind… For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function… having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them…” Romans 12:2-6

Our response to the good news of Jesus is total surrender, starting with internal transformation of the heart. We should not be conformed to the selfishness of this dark world but instead should be salt and light in the world! We should shine like stars in the universe!

And as the ONE BODY of the Lord Jesus, we should work with unified love in service to His kingdom purposes. So here is our summary for today:


The proper response to the gospel: worshipful Surrender
	· Wholehearted Worship 
· Praising God for who He Is 
· Thanking God for all He has Done 
· Total Surrender of
· All we Are & All we Have 
	“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship / reasonable service.” Romans 12:1



This is our spiritual worship and our reasonable service. The total surrender first of our hearts in worship and then of our lives in service. 

What does that mean for you this week? What is your response to the good news of Jesus? What does it look like for you to lay your life down on the altar of God’s goodness and grace? 
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