You Can Be Sure You're
Truly A Christian

Dr. Paul B. Phair, with some illustrations & insigh ts from Bill Hybels
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Matthew 7:13-14 (NLT) **“You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the nargate. The highway to hell is
broad, and its gate is wide for the many who chadbaeway.**But the gateway to life is very narrow and the risad
difficult, and only a few ever find it.
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Romans 4:9-11 (NLT)?... Abraham was counted as righteous by God becausis &ith."*But how did this
happen? Was he counted as righteous only afteabecincumcised [by observing this religious cereyhoor was it
before he was circumcised? Clearly, God acceptedhm before he was circumcisétCircumcision was a sign
that Abraham already had faith and that God hashdly accepted him and declared him to be [approvedyen
before he was circumcised. So Abraham is the gplrfather of those who have faith but have noagficed the
religious ceremony of] circumcision. They are ca@ahas [accepted] because of their faith.

Romans 4:16 (NLT)So the promise is received by faith. It is giveradeee gift. And we are all certain to receive it,
whether or not we live according to the [religimeésemonial] law of Moses, [or ceremonial Christmactices] if
we have faith like Abraham’s. For Abraham is thihéa of all who believe.



Luke 23:42-43 (NLT)**Then [one of the criminals] said, “Jesus, remenmefrescue me] when you come into
your Kingdom.”*®And Jesus replied, “l assure you, today you williiéa me in paradise.”
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Matthew 13:20-23 (NLT)*The seed on the rocky soil represents those whotheanessage and immediately
receive it with joy?' But since they don't have deep roots, they dost lang. They fall away as soon as they have
problems or are persecuted for believing God’s wortihe seed that fell among the thorns represente tivhe

hear God'’s word, but all too quickly the messager@svded out by the worries of this life and theelof wealth, so
no fruit is produced?®*The seed that fell on good soil represents thosetwity hear and understand God’s word
and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or everuadned times as much as had been planted!”
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Philippians 3:3-9 (NLT) ®For we who worship by the Spirit of God are the ones who are
truly circumcised. We rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us. We put no confidence in
human effort;' though | could have confidence in my own effort if anyone could. Indeed,
if others have reason for confidence in their own efforts, | have even hhovas

circumcised when | was eight days old. | am a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a
member of the tribe of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one! | waslaeme

of the Pharisees, who demand the strictest obedience to the JewiShvias.so zealous

that | harshly persecuted the church. And as for righteousness, | obeyed the law without
fault. ”| once thought these things were valuable, but now | consider them worthless
because of what Christ has doh¥es, everything else is worthless when compared with
the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have discarded



everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that | could gain &{aist) and to know

that | belong to him. I could not make myself acceptable to God by obeying the Law of

Moses. God accepted me simply because of my faith in Christ.
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1 John 2:22-23 (NLT)?And who is a liar? Anyone who says that Jesus is notgiChrist. Anyone who denies
the Father and the Son is an antichfisAnyone who denies the Son doesn’t have the Fagitber. But anyone who
acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

1 John 4:2-3 (NLT)?This is how we know if they have the Spirit of Géida person claiming to be a prophet
acknowledges thatesus Christ came in a real bodythat person has the Spirit of Gd®&ut if someone claims to
be a prophet and does not acknowledge the truthtalesus, that person is not from God. Such a pédras the
spirit of the Antichrist, ...

1 John 4:6 (NLT) But we belong to God, and those who know God listems pelieve in the apostles teaching as
recorded in Scripture]. If they do not belong to God, they do not listerus. That is how we know if someone has
the Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception.

1 John 4:15 (NLT) All who confess that Jesus is the Son of Gdrve God living in them, and they live in God.

1 John 5:1 (NLT) Everyone whdelieves that Jesus is the Chrigtas become a child of God. And everyone who
loves the Father loves his children, too.

1 John 5:10-11 (NLT)All who believe in the Son of Gocknow in their hearts that this testimony is tribose
who don't believe this are actually calling Godaa because they don't believe what God has tedtdibout his
Son.™And this is what God has testified: He has giveertesnal life, and this life is in his SoiWhoever has the
Son has life whoever does not have God’s Son does not haé3Ifhave written this to you who believe in the
name of the Son of God, so that you may know yoe ledernal life.
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Romans 10:9-10 (NLT)’If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lard believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be savi¥kor it is by believing in your heart that you arade right with
God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that yare saved.

Romans 10:13 (NLT)For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord bé saved.”
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1 John 5:11-13 (NLT)*And this is what God has testified: He has giveetesnal life, and this life is in his
Son.”?Whoever has the Son has lifevhoever does not have God’s Son does not haé3lIfhave written
this to you who believe in the name of the Son oflGo that you may know you have eternal life.
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Romans 8:16 (NLT)For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm thate are God'’s children.
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1 John 2:9-11 (NLT)®If anyone claims, “l am living in the light,” butkes a Christian brother or sister, that
person is still living in darknes¥ Anyone who loves another brother or sister is tiviim the light and does not
cause others to stumbféBut anyone who hates another brother or sisteillisiving and walking in darkness.

1 John 3:10-11 (NLT)**So now we can tell who are children of God and atechildren of the devil. Anyone
who does not live righteously and does not loveobelievers does not belong to Gdrhis is the message
you have heard from the beginning: We should lawe another.

1 John 3:14-19 (NLT)*If we love our Christian brothers and sistersyives that we have passed from death
to life. But a person who has no love is still déddnyone who hates another brother or sister isyeall
murderer at heart. And you know that murderers luave eternal life within them®We know what real love

is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So weoaight to give up our lives for our brothers aistess.'” If
someone has enough money to live well and seestldoror sister in need but shows no compassion—daow
God's love be in that perso®Dear children, let's not merely say that we loveteather; let us show the truth
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by our actions™® Our actions will show that we belong to the trusihwe will be confident when we stand
before God.

1 John 3:23 (NLT) And this is his commandment: We must believe inrthmne of his Son, Jesus Christ, and
love one another, just as he commanded us.

1 John 4:7-8 (NLT) Dear friends, let us continue to love one anotfeerlove comes from God. Anyone who
loves is a child of God and knows G8&ut anyone who does not love does not know GodGfm is love.

1 John 4:12 (NLT)No one has ever seen God. But if we love each o@ed lives in us, and his love is
brought to full expression in us.

1 John 4:20-21 (NLT)®If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a Chniskieother or sister, that person is a
liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, hamave love God, whom we cannot séb®nd he has given us
this command: Those who love God must also lovie @leristian brothers and sisters.

1 John 5:1 (NLT) Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Chrisbbasme a child of God. And everyone
who loves the Father loves his children, too.
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1 John 1:6 (NLT) So we are lying if we say we have fellowship witbd3ut go on living in spiritual darkness;
we are not practicing the truth.

1 John 2:3-5 (NLT)*And we can be sure that we know him if we obeychimmandments.lf someone
claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s comrdarents, that person is a liar and is not livinghia truth.
®But those who obey God’s word truly show how cortedlethey love him. That is how we know we areriyi
in him.

1 John 2:29 (NLT) Since we know that Christ is righteous, we alsovkittat all who do what is right are God’s
children.

1 John 3:6-10 (NLT)® Anyone who continues to live in him will not sinuBanyone who keeps on sinning does
not know him or understand who he‘iBear children, don't let anyone deceive you abbist When people do
what is right, it shows that they are righteougreas Christ is righteou$But when people keep on sinning, it
shows that they belong to the devil, who has bewerirg) since the beginning. But the Son of God ctane
destroy the works of the devilThose who have been born into God'’s family do nakena practice of sinning,
because God'’s life is in them. So they can’t keeioning, because they are children of G880 now we can
tell who are children of God and who are childréthe devil. Anyone who does not live righteoushdaloes

not love other believers does not belong to God.

1 John 4:3-4 (NLT)?But if someone claims to be a prophet and doesdiatowledge the truth about Jesus,
that person is not from God. Such a person haspini¢ of the Antichrist, which you heard is comiimgo the
world and indeed is already hef&ut you belong to God, my dear children. You halveaaly won a victory
over those people, because the Spirit who livg®inis greater than the spirit who lives in the ior

1 John 5:18 (NLT)We know that God’s children do not make a praatiteinning, for God’s Son holds them
securely, and the evil one cannot touch them.
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2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) This means that anyone who belongs to Christ hesrbe a new person. The old
life is gone; a new life has begun!
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2 Corinthians 13:5 (NLT) Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuirest yourselves. ...

Mark 8:34-38 (NLT) **Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, laéds“If any of you wants to be my
follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, tale up your cross, and follow me®If you try to hang on

to your life, you will lose it. But if you give upour life for my sake and for the sake of the Gbtmivs, you will
save it.>* And what do you benefit if you gain the whole wolldt lose your own souf?Is anything worth

more than your souf®¥ If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in #ttedeerous and sinful days, the Son
of Man will be ashamed of that person when he nstur the glory of his Father with the holy angdels.
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1 John 2:3-6 (NLT)®And we can be sure that we know him if we obeychimmandment$.If someone

claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s comrdarents, that person is a liar and is not livinghie

truth.® But those who obey God'’s word truly show how cortgdiethey love him. That is how we know we are
living in him. ® Those who say they live in God should live thaie$ as Jesus did.
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Duplication of this material is permissible if not for monitary gain

Paul Phair has served as Senior
Pastor of Oakwood Community
Church since 1987. He earned a
Master of Divinity from Denver
Seminary, and a Doctor of Ministry
degree from Fuller Theological
Seminary in Pasadena, California.
He is married to Bev; they have two
married children.

11209 Casey Rd

Tampa FL 33618-5306
(813) 969-2303

Email: office@oakwoodfl.org
Web: www.oakwoodfl.org




" Matthew 7:13-14 (NLT) ***You can enter
God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate.
The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is
wide for the many who choose that wa&lBut
the gateway to life is very narrow and the road
is difficult, and only a few ever find it.
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